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From the Chair 
Tony Fisher 

Since the last newsletter we have a new ITTE web site, accompanied by a 
new logo - I hope they meet with your approval. Thanks for the new logo 
go to Martin Johnston in Edinburgh, and for the website design and build to 
Stephen Wilkinson and to Graham Jarvis, both at Trinity & All Saints 
College, Leeds. For the old logo, which has served us for much longer than 

I have been a member of the Association, we gratefully recognise Stephen Heppell's 
contribution, and for their work and assistance with web sites past we acknowledge and thank, 
among others, Peter Twining, David Longman and Malcom Hughes. 

This year's conference - as I hope you already know - is in Dundee. Do get your booking in soon 
if you have not yet done so, and I encourage you also to contribute to the programme. Please 
note that, though there will inevitably be papers in the familiar conference format, one of the 
strengths of previous conferences has been the sharing of interesting ideas and approaches to the 
use of the technology in workshop and other informal formats. So please feel free to think 
flexibly when planning your contribution to what should be an excellent conference. You can 
visit the conference website via the association website at www.itte.org.uk . 

Back to the web site - like any web site, it's a work in progress, so do feel free to contact me or 
any other committee member with suggestions as to how it can be improved, both as a public 
face for ITTE (so that people who do not know us can find out a bit more), and also as a site 
that is useful for members. These two aspects may not always be compatible, so we are 
considering the possibility of a password-protected area for association members - again, let us 
know what you think about that, and how such an area might be used. The web site will from 
now on be a standing agenda item for committee meetings and hence will be discussed at least 
three times per year. 

One thing that the Committee is doing, in an attempt to clarify ITTE's position on a number of 
matters, and to present a coherent public face on behalf of the association, is to draft some 
'ITTE position papers'. The first of these, on ICT and Learning, will appear on the new web site 
shortly, and we will be inviting your comments. 

Graham Jarvis and I have again represented the Association at the TTA's ICT strategy group. 
This is, we feel, a most valuable meeting, convened by Tim Tarrant. Tim and his team are 
always very open to any agenda that we may bring, and are equally interested in our responses 
to their agenda items. Oona Hickie from the DfES is seconded to Tim's team for part of each 
week, and Bernie Zachary from Becta has recently also been seconded for a day per week to 
Tim's team. This increasing degree of joined up-ness (if that's indeed a word) can only be good, 
and I welcome it.  

How many ITTE members know of our relationship with SITE in the USA? Along with Neil 
Stanley (see his report in this Newsletter) and other ITTE members, I was at the SITE 
conference in Phoenix. (Technical aside: recent SITE conference venues have offered wireless 
Internet access, and increasing numbers of American hotels do likewise, so it’s worth taking a 
lightweight, wireless-capable laptop to stay in touch and avoid a backlog of e-mails to plough 
through on return!) As I have commented in previous SITE conference reports, many of our 
concerns and interests around the educational use of the technology in the UK are paralleled 
amongst our colleagues in the US. This was particularly clear in the keynote address from 
incoming SITE President Ian Gibson, in which he noted that a current challenge is to 
demonstrate to ‘the politicians’ how the use of ICT adds value in terms of their definition of 
learning (standardised test scores and such like) whilst at the same time helping them to 
understand our wider definition of learning and the role of ICT in that.  

http://www.itte.org.uk/
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Though the pound is against them, we hope to see some SITE members at our conference in 
Dundee. In the meantime, should you wish to find out more about SITE, go to site.aace.org 
(NB: no ‘www’). 

tony.fisher@nottingham.ac.uk 

Editorial 
Libby Jared, Faculty of Education, University of Cambridge 

Timing is all 

Timing is all. You will see our Chair’s thanks to those who have been involved at various stages 
with older logos and websites and now changing to the newer 2005 ones. Enthusiastic as ever, 
Tony also sees that the time is right to begin drafts of ITTE position papers and Graham as vice-
chair has written an article which invites all members to consider their own contributions to the 
busy workload of the association. Avril, in her Journal Update, describes both recent and 
current states of play and the need for continuing discussions with input from all welcomed.  

The time was also right for Jenny Griffiths, a primary IT technician, to enrol at Ultraversity to 
gain a degree and seek to join the teaching profession. She describes her first year on this 
unique course and the requirements of time management as she juggles work, home and study. 

Following a plea for more articles, Jocelyn Wishart was right on track when she offered a report 
on a small scale project of trainees using PDAs. One has the impression that those who had 
them felt that they had applied at just the right time to be the first users of the technology. 

John Woollard obviously had time on his hands one wet Sunday afternoon and decided on the 
spur of the moment to reply to an ITTE e-list message on what he felt was missing from ICT. 
He has allowed me to publish this in its ‘raw’ state, simply telling it as he saw it on that day. It 
deserves a careful read and, I believe, action from the ‘powers that be’. 

I have a lot of time for Neil Stanley - where would the Newsletter be without his quirky 
snippets? However, this time there is also a ‘serious’ reflection on the recent SITE conference – 
his first visit as things conspired, this year, for it to be absolutely the time to go! 

So timing really is all. It is past the time when bookings opened for the Dundee conference (so 
do this task immediately if still left undone). It will soon be time to book your place for the next 
Research Seminar which is taking place in Cambridge in December. Now is most definitely the 
time for you to read this Newsletter and respond to the many pleas for opinions, feedback and a 
variety of other contributions that are peppered throughout. 

A thank-you to all contributors. Next time ….. 
ecj20@cam.ac.uk 

Thought for the term 

The legacy of J.M.W. Turner (1775-1851) to the nation included about 19,000 watercolours and 
drawings. This level of productivity was achieved entirely without the aid of digital technology! 

Inspired by facts revealed at the Turner Whistler Monet exhibition at Tate Britain. 
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Celebrating the life of Carol Fine 
Avril Loveless, University of Brighton 

Many members of ITTE were sad to hear that Carol Fine died in November 2004. Carol was an 
active member of the ITTE community for many years in the 1980s and 1990s and made a 
unique contribution to our lives and work. She was one of the first IT advisory teachers at the 
Inner London Educational Computing Centre  (ILECC), and also worked at the University of 
North London and University of Kingston. Her professional experience therefore spanned the 
early introduction of IT into schools and the emergence of IT in Teacher Education and she 
expressed her commitment to her educational principles through the developments in this field.  

It was not, however, just her intellect, experience and expertise that made such an impact on her 
colleagues, but her marvellous engagement with life and infectious enthusiasm for everything 
she did with us – whether that was developing learning materials for student teachers or 
drinking cocktails in the Grand Hotel. She battled with ill-health as a kidney patient, undergoing 
dialysis, a kidney transplant and a long period in hospital in recent years. We were delighted 
when, fit enough to celebrate in style, she and her partner David were married a couple of years 
ago. 

I am personally indebted to her for her loving wisdom and constancy over many years. She was 
the most beautiful, courageous, joyful, inspiring and life-affirming friend. We miss her and we 
give thanks for her life. She touched our lives, and we are better for knowing her. 

A group of her friends will be celebrating her life with words and music on Friday, April 22nd at 
Lauderdale House, Waterlow Park, Highgate, London. 

PDAs for Initial Teacher Training 
Jocelyn Wishart, University of Bristol 

As a one-year training course, the Postgraduate Certificate 
of Education (PGCE) is particularly information heavy. 
Firstly, initial teacher training (ITT) students need access to 
the documentation of various statutory requirements 
including the National Curriculum and Qualifications and 
Curriculum Authority Schemes of Work as well as 
information to supplement their subject knowledge.  
Secondly, there is the documentation associated with being 
on a PGCE such as timetables, QTS standards profiles, 
assessment guidance, the assignments themselves, pupil 
mark books, lesson observations and lesson plan proformas. 
On top of all this, the students are required to spend 24 of 
the 36 weeks in a partner school rather than in the 
University, so that access to conventional information 
sources relating to the course can be difficult. 

We, that is Jocelyn Wishart and Angela McFarlane from the 
Graduate School of Education at the University of Bristol 
with Andy Ramsden from the Institute of Learning Research 

Technology also at Bristol, are investigating whether having mobile personal digital assistants 
(PDAs) can help teacher trainees deal with this information mountain.   
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From reading around it appears that PDAs have the potential to support PGCE students in: 
• accessing the course VLE (Blackboard) discussion groups and email; 
• accessing course documentation (on PDA or via Blackboard or via synching); 
• just in time acquisition of knowledge from the web; 
• acquisition of science information from e-books and encyclopaedias; 
• delivering accurate figures for scientific constants and formulae; 
• organising commitments, lesson plans and timetables; 
• recording and analysing lab results; 
• recording pupil attendance and grades; 
• photographing experiments for display and reinforcing pupil knowledge; 
• maintaining a reflective web log (blog) that will allow them to record lesson evaluations 

and other reflections on their teaching. 

We are currently in the middle of a small TTA funded project to identify where and to what 
extent these potential benefits can be realised with the current generation of PDAs. 14 PGCE 
science students on the teacher training course at the University of Bristol have been given 
handheld computers with mobile phone connectivity and cameras to take with them on teaching 
practice. 

The students have been given either a Windows Pocket PC (Qteks and i-mates) or a PalmOS 
based handheld (Tungsten Ws, Treos) and four hours of training in its use. All use Vodafone to 
access the Internet and email via a GPRS signal. The students are now trialling the use of the 
PDAs in the school context. 

Early Results 
Though the students are only on their first short (four week) 
teaching practice there already appear to be three applications on 
the PDAs that are proving key to managing students’ learning of 
how to teach in the field. The first is the calendar or diary 
scheduler for organising yourself. A student describes this as 
follows: 

“The calendar and task functionality has been extremely 
useful.  My timetable is surprisingly fluid, with various 
planning and review meetings being scheduled and re-
scheduled - any paper diary would be unreadable and 
unusable.  The task list helps me effectively track and manage 
the many different tasks that need to be done to survive as a 
student teacher.” 

The second is the spreadsheet of attendance or mark book for 
organising your pupils, in particular the Palm software “Tiny Red 

Book” was praised for this. The third key application is use of a word processor to make notes 
on information and events immediately they are encountered. This information, which often 
contained reflections on the teaching process, can then be incorporated quickly and easily into 
the assessed components of the PGCE course. As one student noted: 

“During teaching practice I have found myself constantly bombarded with new and 
noteworthy information (e.g. scientific facts, ideas for teaching approaches, school 
procedures, evidence for QTS standards etc.).  The PDA has allowed me to keep 
meaningful notes of this information, and structure the information (i.e. file) in a way that 
allows me to access it easily.” 
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Having the internet available as a portable resource was also 
very well received, especially when faced with the more 
stretching pupil questions.  

 “Instant access to the internet has been particularly 
useful.  For example, during one lesson I was able to 
quickly look up the answer to a pupil’s question - this 
really helped to keep them engaged and interested in 
the subject matter (in addition to promoting ICT to 
them)”.  

The wealth of information on the internet means you can 
use it to answer virtually any question and whilst the GPRS 
signal was not as fast as a broadband connection the delay 
was acceptable both to the PGCE students and their pupils.   

 

Other reflections 

Email for keeping in touch with the university tutor, other 
students, family and friends is also well used and provides a 
valued support for students who are working in school away 
from the rest of their peers.  

The free Pocket PC scientific calculator - Calc98 - is popular for 
the information it carries about elements. 

The camera is popular but whilst students have used it to take 
photos and videos of demonstrations it is used more at home 
than at school. We are still debating issues concerned with 
seeking parental permission for our students to use photographs 
in which their sons or daughters appear as evidence for QTS. 
Any feedback from others 
about this concern would 
be welcome. 

Additionally, the use of the video led to one of the most 
spectacular demonstrations of hazards for PDA use in 
science teaching that we have ever seen. This was when a 
student’s PDA was hit by the plastic bottle rocket he was 
videoing. The methane-oxygen powered rocket changed 
direction unexpectedly as it lifted off and made straight for 
the student’s handheld which he promptly dropped. We are 
currently wondering if we can make enough money by 
selling the resulting video to the television programme 
You’ve Been Framed to replace the PDA’s broken on-off 
switch. 

Two applications that have not initially taken off are direct 
use of Blackboard and blogging. As shown on the right, the 
frames environment in Blackboard makes it hard to use with 
the restricted size screen of the PDA though several students 
have used the PDAs to contribute to the discussion boards. Whilst we have made .pdf files of 
the course handbook for download via synching to the PDA, students seem just as reluctant to 
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read the electronic version as they do the paper version. Blogging appears to be a step too far at 
the moment – students are happy to create lesson evaluations on the PDAs in Word and print 
them out for discussion with their mentors but not to blog their lesson reflections. 

Whilst all the PDAs have similar functionality it was clear that the students with the Pocket PC 
based systems got further more quickly in the training sessions and have reported fewer 
difficulties to the project team. Though student familiarity with Windows based products is 
obviously a factor, web pages and documents did not initially appear as readable on the Palm 
based systems as they did on the Pocket PC based ones. Nor is the internet connection 100% 
reliable for either system with six of the fourteen students reporting occasional difficulties 
getting online. 

J.M.Wishart@bristol.ac.uk 

A first year’s experience of Ultraversity 
Jenny Griffiths 

The following message was received from Malcolm Moss who is involved with Ultralab's radical new 
online degree - www.ultraversity.net: 

I've attached a report by one of our Ultraversity degree researchers which describes her experience of the 
programme. Jenny is an IT technician in a primary school on Canvey Island, Essex. On completion of the 
degree she hopes go on to teach. 

A quote: "Ultraversity offers an innovative degree programme underpinned with strong support and huge 
flexibility. In Essex many School Support Staff have enrolled in Ultraversity and are able to incorporate 
their school roles in their degree studies. Some Ultraversity students intend to progress to Qualified 
Teacher Status after graduation; whilst others plan to develop careers in ICT and other professional roles.  
Essex School Support Staff speak very highly of Ultraversity. Working online and supported by skilled 
tutors and a thriving online community, they feel confident about the course, and are able to balance the 
demands of their school roles and the degree programme effectively.  The Ultraversity approach is both 
successful and imaginative.  It provides challenge, opportunity, support and flexibility - life long learning 
made real for the 21st Century." Steve Woodhurst, Adviser, Essex LEA 

Jenny Griffiths is studying for a BA (Hons) Learning, Technology and Research degree. 

Ed. 

When I first heard of this degree I could not imagine how I could study for a degree based 
around my work. I have just completed my first year of the degree and I cannot believe how 
much I have achieved this year and the work that I have covered. This year I have researched 
my own work setting and my place within it, learnt the art of reflection, studied online 
communication tools that I use and researched new ones, created a personal development plan, 
investigated my personal learning in the past year, completed an action research project and 
completed a skills tool analysis. This, of course, is just a very brief overview of the work I have 
completed, but the skills I have gained throughout year are phenomenal. I have a thirst for 
knowledge and this degree is certainly quenching that thirst.  

I have felt for a long time now that I would like to do a degree but part time courses that were 
available would take me up to six years to complete which, for me, was not an option. I, like 
many others, am a working mum with two very lively sons and I did not feel it was fair on any 
of us to commit to a minimum of six years of study. This degree course is three years and while 
it is still a huge commitment – thanks to the constant support of my husband and family, I have 
been able to take it on. Of course, my studies have had an impact on my home life; the ironing 
is often shared as is the cooking and the washing up. Without this support it would make 
studying at home very difficult. 

Another key factor in my success in this course is the support and cooperation of my work 
place. My Head teacher and most of my colleagues have been very supportive and show an 
interest in my research.  
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As researchers we belong to an online community – a sort of virtual classroom – this is where 
we discuss ideas and thoughts, problems with assignments and generally give each other 
support. This works much better than I ever imagined it would. I can honestly say that I have 
found real community spirit in these communities.  

We can all hit a bit of a low sometimes when the pressure is on - if a call for help is sent up to 
the community the response is amazing. Although we all come from different backgrounds, 
there is one thing all have in common (apart from this degree course) and that is that we all 
want each other to do well.  We are all striving to achieve for our individual reasons but are all 
connected.   

It still amazes me that this degree course is referred to as part time – I work full time, my work 
is part of my studies and then I come home and study as well – sounds like full time to me! 

My aim at the end of this degree is to teach. The Head teacher at my school has suggested that I 
would be a suitable candidate for the Graduate Training Programme, which is something I am 
very excited about. My ideal job at the end of all this would be to teach ICT at KS1 and 2 level. 
I am really quite passionate about ICT and would like to encourage integration throughout the 
curriculum. 

What is missing in ICT? 
John Woollard, University of Southampton. 

By way of introduction:  

Avid readers of the itte e-list will realise that few Friday afternoons go by without someone sending 
a message to the list. So it came to pass that one day last Autumn, Graham Jarvis wrote: "Tony and 
myself are meeting with John Williams (HMI) on the 15th November as part of the ongoing dialogue 
with those involved in ICT in ITT. If you have any comments or issues you would like to raise please 
forward them to eitherof us so we can raise them when we meet with John”. 

A reply came almost immediately – well it was really a reply though the sender announced it as “A 
little rant (on a very wet Sunday)”. Eagled eyed I thought it would make an excellent article for 
the newsletter if the sender (John Woollard, University of Southampton) would agree. He did! 

Ed. 

First, let’s draw a parallel between a foundation subject, say Geography, and ICT. Geography 
exists in the education of every child from the early years (knowledge and understanding of the 
world). Through Key Stage 1 and 2 Geography is established as a subject. It remains a discrete 
subject through Key Stage 3 and is a natural option (between it and history) for Key Stage 4 
GCSE Geography study. Those with an interest can plan to do GCE Geography and then take a 
Geography degree at University. There is a progression in the subject from Year 1 through to 
post-graduate level – for example MPhil/PhD Geography at UCL and Exeter University.  

What is missing in ICT is apparent progression. 
No such progression of name or curriculum exists in our subject. It is not explicitly mentioned 
in Early Years work and ICT of Key Stages 1 and 2 is so embedded (at best contextualised) in 
other teaching that it is frequently not considered a subject. (It is teased out for the sake of 
curriculum audit and OFSTED Inspection and reports.) It is considered to be something that has 
to be done and is done to support other things (so as not to waste the time completely :-). ICT 
does form a significant part of other curriculum, but there, it is seen to be of the other subject: 
LOGO is mathematics, control is design technology, data logging is science and graphics is art. 
ICT is not promoted as a subject in its own right. The Key Stage 3 Strategy appeared to make a 
difference stating that ICT should be taught as a discrete subject. However, a problem remains – 
pupils do not see ICT as a discrete subject and many schools do not offer GCSE ICT but instead 
choose one of the proliferation of ICT related options including GNVQs, short-courses, key 
skills, basic skills, non-standard certificates and hybrids such as Design and Technology 
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(Systems and Control Technology) and Music and ICT. There are also versions of ICT (A, B 
and applied). Where is the natural progression from primary phase through Key Stage 3 and on 
to Key Stage 4 certification as offered to subjects like English, Mathematics…? 

At the end of Key Stage 3 we may have a group of pupils who consider ICT to be their favourite 
subject but they cannot see a clear way forward to their study at University. Our computing 
colleagues in post-16 establishments and sixth forms in schools then have the difficulty of 
recruiting students to courses where the recruits have little knowledge of the content of the 
course. Some arrive because they like using computers whilst others want to do computing 
because they can hack their way through programming and networking. The first group are 
dissatisfied because it turns out to be a difficult theoretical subject whilst those that might excel 
in the subject get application and socially orientated courses with little or no programming. 

Then we get universities saying that they do not require their recruits to have computing in their 
portfolio of A levels. That sends the message to post-16 providers that GCE ICT/Computing is 
less valuable that English, Mathematics and Physics – those subjects would not dream of saying 
we do not need… As a consequence to the universities, they have to start the fundamentals of 
programming, logic, binary, structures and algorithm from the very basic level. The three year 
degree course becomes two years because a year has to be taken to get the students to GCE 
level. We see graduates (especially of computing with psychology) of some universities arriving 
at teacher training with little or no programming experience – they might be able to script a 
HTML webpage and create some multimedia but given the rigours of GCE Computing to teach 
they would be considerably stressed.  

This now starts a spiral of descent. Because our trainees have poor computing knowledge and 
understanding we are not supplying post-16 establishments with qualified teachers who can 
teach all the elements of computing. Once in post they do not teach computing as well as 
necessary, frequently opting to teach ICT or other less demanding courses. The universities 
function at a lower level of computing rigour and we get less knowing trainees who we have to 
teach computing as well as how to teach. 

And a further kick-in-the-pants, because of the perceived pressures of OFSTED, institutions are 
re-nominating themselves to be 11-16 instead of 11-18. That does not stop post-16 activity but 
the resourcing is severely curtailed to the extent that we make few placements in post-16 
colleges. Working with 3 LEAs that do not have 11-18 schools means that most trainees do not 
get post-16 experience as part of teaching practice. 

What is missing in ICT? 
What is missing is “computer science in Key Stages 1 to 4” including binary, logic, algorithm, 
programming and structures. A progression in the curriculum in these disciplines would ensure 
that GCE students of computer science could function immediately in programming object 
orientation, be ready to understand the higher order issues of abstraction, encapsulation, 
asymptotic analysis… I have seen university lecturers making presentations on linked list 
manipulation using Java to some undergraduates who were struggling with algorithm and the 
idea of dry-running the program. Our Universities cannot afford the drop-out and under-
achievement caused by this mismatch between the necessity of degree level work and the 
paucity of undergraduate recruitment. 

What is missing in ICT is a supply of “good” computing teachers at GCSE and GCE level. 

What is missing in ICT is a greater number of people with higher level computing skills to want 
to become teachers. 
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What is missing in ICT is a well-defined foundation subject called (take your choice) IT, 
computing, computer science or even programming that has a National Curriculum from Key 
Stage 1 to Key Stage 4, a GCSE, a GCE and a degree course all of the same name. 

Then we can leave ICT to be that thing that supports teaching and learning in all subjects. 
J.Woollard@soton.ac.uk 

SITE05 Conference: Are the people who live in Phoenix called 
Phoenicians? 
Neil Stanley, Liverpool John Moores University 

SITE conferences always seemed mystical things where the fortunate colleagues from ITTE 
went off and had exciting and valuable times. They always seemed to be the conferences to 
aspire to attend. 

SITE05 was to take place in Phoenix, Arizona and when a funding opportunity arose I grasped 
the bull by the horns and submitted a paper. This was accepted and so I found myself heading 
off towards the sun (actually the weather was not something I’d considered before I got close to 
packing). Manchester was 1°C when I left which together with the fact it was snowing, were 
features it shared with the weather in Chicago. I arrived in Phoenix to temperatures in the low 
70s (°F). Unfortunately my luggage didn’t, choosing instead to travel on a later flight and 
keeping me up until it arrived, when all I wanted to do was sleep. How can security conscious 
USA allow this to happen? 

I’d left a day to recover from the travel and was recommended to visit the Desert Botanical 
Gardens (from downtown, a 30 minute bus then a 20 minute walk). This was great 
acclimatisation, sunny, a pleasant walk and lots of interesting birds as well as the cacti. It was 
also a popular pre-SITE outing as I bumped into Niki Davis, Roberta Weber and Dee Anna 
Willis (all well know to regular ITTE conference attendees). Most of the other British attendees 

seemed to find there way there at some 
point (including Tony Fisher and Ken 
Bingham). 

Day one of the conference itself started 
well.  The opening keynote from Yong 
Zhao (at 8:15am!) was interesting and 
thought provoking. The conference itself 
abuts the closed conference for those in 
receipt of PT3 grants (Preparing 
Tomorrow’s Teachers to use 
Technology) and several issues 
concerning that contingent ran though 
the conference proper. These included 
electronic portfolios and the use of blogs 
to support learning. Other strands 

existed but in all cases they were extremely hard to follow though the schedule. Some of the 
portfolio sessions were interesting, they’ve been at this for a while, but most seemed to have 
considerable commercial drivers (and this wasn’t always obvious from the abstract of the 
presentation). This commercial problem also occurred in the poster presentation session later on 
in the conference. 

The highlight of the conference was certainly the SITE President’s keynote. Ian Gibson was 
thought provoking, relevant and topical. He made use of communications bringing together a 
variety of external experts including Michelle Selinger (who joined via a conference link from 
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London). His whole premise was based around the idea of making technology an invisible aid to 
learning. 

One of the items of software he used for 
conferencing is Marratech,, free and 
also looks extremely useful. (There is a 
paid for version that lets you have closed 
communities.) 

Friday’s keynote from Eduardo Chaves, 
of the University of Campinas in Brazil, 
considered the idea that what we do in 
school with technology is not as 
innovative as the things young people do 
outside. He discussed whether it was 
easier for the third world to take risks 
with innovation in their curriculum (‘it 
can’t makes things worse’) rather than in 
relatively successful situations (‘we’re 
doing ok, why risk it’). He also 
suggested that adults are mostly ‘techno-
immigrants’ trying to teach to the 
‘techno-natives’. Again thought provoking. 

Unfortunately conference fatigue had hit many by the Friday and sessions had become poorly 
attended, not helped by many sessions having apparent content close to those already given. 
Even the conference dinner (a cowboy themed barbeque, band and gambling) had a shortfall of 
attendees – they’d booked 3 coaches and only needed 2. That dinner did however provide a bit 
of excitement as just after our arrival at Rustler’s Rooste  (only one rustler then!) a wind storm 
blew up and the marquee type sides of the building we were in all came loose and the table 
cloths and candles got blown to the floor. This probably lasted for about 10 minutes or so before 
the wind subsided. I think I lost at craps (only monopoly money) – although they were trying to 
instruct us and the chips did increase for a while, the band drowned out all of the detailed 
information and I’ve still no idea of the rules (except that at least one die must hit the end of the 

table). 

The Saturday was the last day and the 
conference sort of fizzles out. There is 
no concluding keynote – probably 
because many people seemed to have 
left early to catch flights home (and I 
guess the PT3 people had been there a 
good while by then). 

On reflection I’m glad I’ve been, but as a 
solo attendee I found it hard work to 
make new contacts. No meals are 
included and you have to go and find a 
deli for lunch and sort your own evening 
meals (except for the dinner and the 
reception). No organisational support 

was made for solo travellers to form dining groups and as many weren’t staying in the 
conference hotel the chances for serendipitous clustering were small (though one evening 
someone thought I looked as though I needed entertaining and I found myself invited to join a 
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mixed group from San Diego, Boston and Vermont who were heading to an Irish bar). There is 
also no delegate list so if you had a conversation with someone but didn’t exchange details you 
have no means of continuing contact. Will I go again? With SITE06 a bit later in the year 
(March 20-24th) and in Orlando, Florida,  I’m not really tempted – but I will visit the website 
post that to look at the keynote papers. 

Endnote: My bag got home to Manchester at the same time as I did; however, leaving Phoenix 
the flight sat at the end of the runway whilst they sorted some issue with one (of the 2) engines. 
In the end it was ok, as the pilot had ‘rebooted’ the plane’s systems. 

Details of SITE conferences can be found at: http://www.aace.org/conf/site/default.htm  
n.r.stanley@livjm.ac.uk 

ITTE, the Committee and You 
Graham Jarvis,Vice Chair 

Over the past year as Vice Chair of ITTE I wish I could have collected train, air and walking 
miles for the meetings Tony, myself and other committee members have had with the TTA, 
DfES, John Williams (HMI), Becta, and the IT Network. Not to mention the Primary ICT 
conferences in York and London, the e-learning conference in London, ITTE committee 
meetings, the summer conference at Chester, the Dundee conference planning meeting, and 
BETT to name but a few. 

I have become amazed at the voluntary time and commitment ITTE members give to enhancing 
and developing work in their own time in order to enhance the student experience in ICT in 
preparation for a career in teaching. Perhaps sometimes it is not always appreciated by our 
institutions and other bodies how ITTE members are engaged locally and nationally in 
discussing, advising and moving the ICT agenda forward. Perhaps our membership is not aware 
of the time spent by the committee members in meeting with various agencies and individuals. 

Throughout the ITTE membership there is a wide range of experience and expertise in both 
practice and research BUT perhaps we ought to make more use of this when we are meeting 
with Government agencies and other decision-makers, or find ways in which communication is 
more effective between us. 

Tony and myself have posted to the email list to ask if there are items that members wish us to 
take to our meetings and where suggestions have been forthcoming they have been very helpful 
and useful in presenting a case for discussion or even change. However, sometimes requests 
have not elicited a response probably because the members are incredibly busy with little things 
like teaching, assessment, audits, QAA assessments, Ofsted inspections and other sidelines! 

Tony, the committee, and myself need your help, advice and suggestions! 
• What could we do to ensure that we are leading the agenda when we attend meetings?  
• Is the email list the best way to communicate or should we have an area on our website? 
• Let us know what issues you think we should be addressing.  
• How can we bring more of the membership into the discussions and ensure we represent 

the member’s views? 
• What should be the hot topics, and what should our position be? 

These are just starters for ten – we genuinely want the ITTE community to help us engage in the 
dialogue between ourselves and the Government agencies – remember what Lord Kitchener 
would have said about your Association needing you … 

http://www.aace.org/conf/site/default.htm
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I thought I would identify some areas of discussion which have been on recent agendas or are 
on going. PLEASE let us know what you think. 

• The ICT skills test-should it stay or should it go? -if it stayed what form should it take? 
Should it help in auditing trainees, should ITTE offer help in writing a new version? 
Should we make the strongest representation for it to be dropped completely? 

• Is there a baseline requirement of ICT hardware and software that ITT institutions 
should meet? Should there be some form of ICT mark for ITT- recognition of good ICT 
training?  

• Does the agenda for Whiteboards militate against embedding ICT in the curriculum? Do 
they encourage a didactic approach to teaching and are not interactive at all? 

• Should ITT providers collaborate in producing standards for ICT that identify the level, 
experience and expertise that a trainee has worked (is working at?). Are there providers 
who already have addressed this issue and that would willingly share them amongst 
others? 

• Should there be opportunities for a ‘laptops for trainees’ scheme? 
• Should future funding to ITT be providers be ‘ring fenced’ or should institutions identify 

their own priorities? 

I hope that some, if not all of these may generate comment, increased blood pressure, alternative 
agendas, positive feedback and ideas or at least encourage a response. 

As I said at the outset we are all very busy people and try hard to keep our heads above water 
and below the parapet. Issues of the work / life tightrope means unless we are careful we fall 
off. 

I strongly believe there is an open dialogue between the various agencies and us. I believe we 
have built up trust and we are being listened to and we can guide, influence and lead. Tony, 
other committee members and myself are your representatives and I hope you will find time to 
help us ensure that ITTE’s views are properly represented from the widest possible 
membership.  

G_jarvis@tasc.ac.uk 

Journal Update 
Avril Loveless, University of Brighton 

There is good news to report in this Journal Update. Sarah Allsopp, our Editorial Assistant, will 
be having a baby in July. Although this means that she will miss the Editorial Board meeting at 
the ITTE conference (!) we send her our congratulations and warm wishes on this happy event. 
Sarah has always provided excellent support for the journal, from the initial organisation of 
submitted papers, maintaining our relationship with reviewers, and organising my editorial 
letters, to the detail of the copy editing and proof reading the manuscripts and liaison with 
Triangle, our publishers. I am forever grateful for the support of Sarah, Roger Osborn-King and 
the Editorial Board in developing the role of General Editor. It is a role that I still find 
challenging, but they are always willing to help me out with advice and encouragement when I 
feel stuck. 

The latest issue of the journal, 14 (2) 2005 was completed on the first day of Spring and is now 
in the copy editing phase in preparation for the publishers. It should be sent out to readers in the 
Summer. The Editorial focused on our continuing discussions about how we develop the journal 
and what it stands for in our work: 

 ‘As a community of practitioners and researchers focusing on the use of digital technologies in 
learning and teaching, particularly in the arena of teacher education, we are continually involved 
in a range of conversations about the purposes and scope of our work. During the past few 
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months, in my role as general editor, I have been thinking particularly about three aspects of the 
work of the journal: the principles upon which we conduct our work; the developing 
understanding of pedagogy and professional knowledge; and our contribution to the policy 
arenas - local, national and international - in which we develop practice, research, debate and 
democracy. 

Niki Davis, a past editor and member of the journal’s editorial board, reported on her 
experience of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) and encouraged the 
Editorial Board to consider the wider moral framework of the purpose of the journal. WSIS met 
in December 2003 in Geneva, and produced a Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action. The 
Declaration included two statements of vision and principles: 

Our Common Vision of the Information Society 

We, the representatives of the peoples of the world, assembled in Geneva from 10-
12 December 2003 for the first phase of the World Summit on the Information 
Society, declare our common desire and commitment to build a people-centred, 
inclusive and development-oriented Information Society, where everyone can 
create, access, utilize and share information and knowledge, enabling individuals, 
communities and peoples to achieve their full potential in promoting their 
sustainable development and improving their quality of life, premised on the 
purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations and respecting fully 
and upholding the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

An Information Society for All: Key Principles 

We are resolute in our quest to ensure that everyone can benefit from the 
opportunities that ICTs can offer. We agree that to meet these challenges, all 
stakeholders should work together to: improve access to information and 
communication infrastructure and technologies as well as to information and 
knowledge; build capacity; increase confidence and security in the use of ICTs; 
create an enabling environment at all levels; develop and widen ICT applications; 
foster and respect cultural diversity; recognize the role of the media; address the 
ethical dimensions of the Information Society; and encourage international and 
regional cooperation. We agree that these are the key principles for building an 
inclusive Information Society. 

We ask ourselves how the work of the journal reflects these principles and we will be revisiting 
this conversation in our editorial board meetings.  

Our understandings of pedagogy and professional knowledge in the use of information and 
communications technologies are also developing. In the UK, the British Educational 
Communications Technology Agency (Becta), has undertaken a series of literature reviews and 
research reports to draw our attention to ‘what we know’. In TPE there are have been many 
articles and editorials which contribute to this understanding, and several acknowledge the 
contribution of the work of Lee Shulman in helping us to conceptualise teachers’ professional 
knowledge. His recent work presents a model which moves beyond the focus on the 
professional knowledge of the individual, and considers the interactions between the learning of 
students and teachers, the learning of institutions and local communities, and the characteristics 
of the policy environment which are critical to the success of initiatives and reforms which 
attempt to develop theory intensive practice. This interactive model recognises the role of 
reflection, practice, motivation, understanding, and ideological vision at these individual, 
community and policy levels (Shulman & Shulman, 2004). Such a model helps us to place our 
work within these areas, recognising the nature of the interaction between them, and the 
implications for further research questions, practice and policy.  
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Where might the work of the Journal make a contribution to the issues of technology, pedagogy 
and education in the debates about teaching and research at government levels? In the UK, the 
British Parliament has been debating a controversial Higher Education Bill, and commissioned 
a report from the Higher Education Research Forum. John Furlong, President of the British 
Educational Research Association (BERA) commented on this report (Furlong, 2005). It 
provides powerful arguments on issues of the links between teaching and research in higher 
education, and on ways of encouraging collaboration between researchers across institutional 
boundaries. It offers a clear view of the role of higher education in students’ intellectual 
development, and the importance of the first hand research experience and culture of teachers in 
higher education. Of course, the support for, and implementation of these recommendations are 
problematic and the debate continues, but there is a recognition of the role of research activity 
in the generation of knowledge in our universities, education systems and wider information 
society………. 

………The articles in issue 14(2) address a wide range of questions - from policy initiatives to 
classroom practice, from perspectives of computer studies as a subject to the embedding of ICT 
across the curriculum, and from the aspirations to disappointments in the endeavour to use ICT 
to support learning and teaching in an Information Society. The Editorial Board of this journal 
will continue to discuss how we might develop our principles, vision and contribution to the 
experiences of learners, teachers, researchers and policy makers, through its work. We 
welcome, of course, comment from and dialogue with readers, researchers, practitioners and 
policy makers to help us in developing the principles, purpose and scope of ‘Technology, 
Pedagogy and Education’. 

References: 
Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action, World Summit on the Information Society, December 2003, 
Available online: http://www.itu.int/wsis/, accessed 20.3.2005 

Furlong, J. (2005, Feburary 2005). From the President. Research Intelligence: News from the British Educational 
Research Association, February 2005, 2-3. 

Shulman, L. S., & Shulman, J. H. (2004). How and what teachers learn: a shifting perspective. Journal of 
Curriculum Studies, 36(2), 257-271. 

 

New on the bookshelf 
Neil Stanley, Liverpool John Moores University 

I’ve been fortunate to have had some time 
to read for fun again recently (it’s what 
happens when management insists that you 
take your leave and your spouse insists that 
you go away so you won’t work!). I’ve read 
Tom Holt’s sequel to the book I mentioned 
last time - In Your Dreams (Orbit), maybe 
not as good as the previous. This is also true 
of Jonathan Coe’s The Closed Circle 
(Penguin-Viking) which completes the tale 
but is not quite as compelling as the first 
book. Jasper Fforde’s books that lead up to 
The Well of Lost Plots (NEL), The Eyre 
Affair and Lost in a Good Book are both as 

zany and reading them in the wrong order 
hasn’t been a problem. 

Moving away from novels, I had caught 
some of Francis Gilbert’s I’m a teacher get 
me out of here on Radio 4 and the book 
makes for a good read, though not anywhere 
as charming as those by Gervase Phinn. It 
might also put some trainees off (and some 
teachers too!). 
Sitting there awaiting time to read I have 
The Mind Gym (I’ve also got the latest KS3 
Thinking Skills publication to look through 
too). Along side this is Tom Stafford and 
Matt Webb’s Mind Hacks (O’Reilly). My 
son has browsed this and at one point has 

http://www.itu.int/wsis/
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got quite hooked (but he’s above giving his 
dad any feedback). I’ve also just received a 
copy of Flash MX 2004 – Right from the 
start (Payne-Gallway) by F.R. Heathcote; 
this looks to be a useful addition to this 
series. 

A couple of oddball mathematical books are 
Numbers by David Boyle and Anita 
Roddick (Anita Roddick books) and The 
Lore of Averages by Karen Farrington 
(Sanctuary). Both of these were pushed at 
me whilst searching on Amazon. Contain 
the sort of stuff that is useful to enliven a 
lecture. 

Another interesting book is Essential 
Websites for Educational Leaders in the 
21st Century (James Lerman – 
ScarecrowEducation). This has a classified 
collection of websites each with a brief 
review. A CD with a pdf of the links is also 

supplied. My problem with this book is that 
it’s not the best way to present this 
information as it rapidly dates. But I 
suppose you can’t get as much income from 
just selling a url. It does have some useful 
links but has a very strong US focus which 
is obvious in the curriculum and funding 
related sections. 

I’ve a couple of software DVDs sitting there 
too. Primary Maths Toolbox (Cambridge-
Hitachi) a set of resources for use with e-
whiteboards (although a board is not 
specified in the minimum system 
requirements). Also Sherston has produced 
some high quality image resources, still and 
video that would be ideal for intranet use 
and would reduce the need for web 
searching for suitable material (with the 
problems that seems to bring particularly 
for this sort of resource). 

n.r.stanley@livjm.ac.uk 

Web Wanderings 
Neil Stanley, Liverpool John Moores University 

Let’s start silly with 
http://bob.bob.bofh.org/~robm/manual/virus
/gullibility.html and 
http://www.foundmagazine.com/ (maybe 
best not to refer kids to the latter!). 

I expect you’ve found 
http://www.tenbyten.org/ which gives 100 
cells of images linking to stories in the 
news. http://www.wordcount.org lets you 
find how popular a word is, but avoid 
http://www.wordcount.org/querycount.php 
if you are of a sensitive nature (it shows 
what words people are searching for. Yes, 
you’ve guessed). 

For maths revision try 
http://www.mathsrevision.net/ and for ICT 
try 
http://www.nchadderton.zen.co.uk/alevelma
in.html ICT tutors may wish to join (free at 
present) the US based Computer Science 
Teachers Association at http://csta.acm.org/ 

For great ICT ideas for use with e-
whiteboards visit 
http://client.canterbury.ac.uk/gii/home.asp 
(But no ICT ideas). 

Want to learn Arabic – try 
http://languages.londonmet.ac.uk/CALL/no
nLatin/home.htm 

To locate audio and visual resources on the 
web (I found some of those ‘curious’ US 
keep youth on the straight and narrow 
videos) then try http:/www.singingfish.com 

http://www.behaviour4learning.ac.uk/ is the 
new Behaviour for Learning website. 

To make you think visit Alan November at 
http://www.anovember.com/ 

Finally a couple of sites with software. To 
find all your images try Picasa 
http://www.picasa.com/ And a really nice 
free art package is Artrage at 
http://www.ambientdesign.com/artrage.html 

n.r.stanley@livjm.ac.uk 
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http://www.tenbyten.org/
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http://www.wordcount.org/querycount.php
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http://client.canterbury.ac.uk/gii/home.asp
http://languages.londonmet.ac.uk/CALL/nonLatin/home.htm
http://languages.londonmet.ac.uk/CALL/nonLatin/home.htm
http://www.behaviour4learning.ac.uk/
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http://www.ambientdesign.com/artrage.html
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Endpiece 
Libby Jared, University of Cambridge 

Word Search Competition: Find the following within this edition of the Newsletter: washing-
up, ironing, a baby on the way, work/life balance, time to read for fun. (By the way, the last of 
these phrases was used by someone who, on their return from the SITE conference, described 
their in-tray as building up quicker than a snowdrift!). I occasionally do the first, seriously love 
doing the second (even down to doing every sock), very occasionally the fifth and wonder about 
the fourth. (Have nothing to do with the third!). The household has had a flying saucer (or 
maybe it is a clone of the Roamer) in its box for the last two years (obviously too much work 
and insufficient play) which has felt the duster a few times, but nothing more. During the Easter 
weekend, the box was opened and things went quiet in the next room as I continued to mark 
essays. Suddenly I was shown that I can now wash up at the kitchen sink whilst simultaneously 
booking my cinema tickets over the Internet. (I assume that it is better to dry my hands for one 
of the two activities). Gosh, the wonders of wireless networking has really allowed me to get 
my entire work-life balance together! 
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Reminder … 

The 8th ITTE Research Seminar 
will be held on 

Friday 9th & Saturday 10th December 2005 
as usual at the sumptuous venue of 

The Møller Centre, Churchill College, Cambridge. 
 

Booking opens June 2005! 
 

Enquiries to: Libby Jared, Faculty of Education, University of Cambridge, Cambridge CB2 2PQ. 

email: ecj20@cam.ac.uk 

 

mailto:ecj20@cam.ac.uk
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