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From the Chair
Graham Jarvis

After 2 years of working with Tony as Vice Chair, I officially took on the
role of Chair at our committee meeting on the 14th October and I would
like to give a vote of thanks to Tony for his help, support and guidance
during this time. I have learned a great deal from him and hope I can build

on the work he and his predecessors have put in place. Thanks are also due to the committee
who are always supportive and willing to give their own time and expertise in ensuring the voice
of ITTE is being heard. I am looking forward to working with Sarah Younie who has been
elected as Vice Chair.

In July the annual conference at Dundee was a resounding success. There was a good range of
seminars, talks and keynotes as well as the opportunity to meet with old friends, make new
acquaintances and enjoy the ambience of Dundee and its hostelries. The reception at the City
Art gallery was a real highlight. Thanks must go to Allen Thurston and his team at Dundee for
the organisation and for making us all so welcome. We look forward to our next conference at
Christ Church, Canterbury from 11th to the 13th July 2006 where mine host will be Ken Powell.

After more years of teaching in schools and ITE than I care to remember or think about, the
meetings with HMI, the TDA, Becta and DfES have been a real eye opener. For most of my
working life I have been the receiver of ‘initiatives’ and ‘developments’, but through ITTE I
have sat in rooms where we, as ITTE representatives, have been asked for our views and
opinions. The thought that I, along with other ITTE members, could actually influence decisions
says a great deal for the esteem in which I believe our association is held. My aim as Chair is to
ensure that ITTE continues to have a strong voice and can influence the future direction of IT in
all aspects of education. In order to achieve this aim I want to ask for your help. There is so
much expertise in ITTE that I want to tap into it and use your views to help support others and
myself at meetings with government bodies and agencies. So feel free to email or phone me if
you have something you want to say. Equally I hope that I can rely on you to respond if I put a
request for your thoughts onto the email list or the forum on the ITTE website. I really believe
that ITTE is a community and with that in mind I would like everyone to feel involved and have
a voice. Sarah, the committee and myself cannot act alone - we look forward to hearing what
you have to say.

Tony said in his final ‘From the chair’ that having this role was a ‘privilege and a pleasure’. I
certainly feel at this moment that being Chair is a privilege. Whether it is also a pleasure remains
to be seen - but I am looking forward to the next two years.

g.jarvis@leedstrinity.ac.uk

Editorial
Libby Jared, Faculty of Education, University of Cambridge

A sense of community

Guilt, guilt, guilt. Excuses, excuses, excuses. Plenty of the former, little of the latter, except a
word of warning: if you have a Newsletter to publish never organise an ITTE Research Seminar
two weeks before Christmas. There will be more about the seminar in the next edition of this
Newsletter, I can assure you.

Why such procrastination? I have no idea, when most of the articles are connected with the
heady sunshine days of Summer and the three days of lively debate and networking which took
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place in Dundee, mid-July. Reflections on the Dundee conference loom large in part to the fine
contributions from six ‘new’ HE-ICT tutors. Their ‘snippets’ are as humorous and diverse as
we have come to expect from members of the ITTE community.

Indeed the word community, implicit or explicit, is the central theme that runs throughout the
Newsletter. Graham Jarvis in his first Chair’s letter writes about the need for everyone to feel
involved with the workings of ITTE – do have your say he pleads. Sarah Younie, contributes a
thoughtful piece on ITTE being a living community of practice. It is just a coincidence that
Sarah has become Vice-Chair, though it is good to see the emphasis both have placed on their
new positions.

Within a community we learn and grow together. Helena Gillespie told me at Dundee that she
had thought up five ideas for future newsletters the night before. A passage of time has reduced
these to a starting number of two – I am sure the other three will follow. These two she intends
to become a regular feature – the first a questionnaire requiring one ITTE member each term to
bare his/her soul. As a result, we know more things about our new Chair than we did before.
Helena is keen for members to share good practice (quite so) and thus her second idea was to
find someone to write about ‘My best lesson’. Somehow we asked Rik Bennett to start this one
off.

Some ideas just grow and grow. Neil Stanley’s Web Wanderings and New on the Bookshelf have
been part of the Newsletter (almost) forever. There is some gathering of momentum in this area
with Helen Boulton’s Gadgets article and Helen Smith sharing her pleasure at coming across a
book entitled “The Invisible Web”. Ken Powell has also been wandering the web, but to
distinguish his contribution a new title had to be found. If any more members of the ITTE
community join in, then I may just run short of descriptive words.

To return to where we started. The new HEI - ICT tutors do speak enthusiastically about being
made to feel welcome at the conference and indeed we hope they already feel part of the
community. Each picked out some different conference highlights, though several mention Reg
Eyre’s session where he shared his expertise at making an IWB more accessible to young
learners. For those who missed this session, Reg has written an article for the Newsletter to
explain how and why it works. It would be really good if a company could take on Reg’s
invention – a fitting tribute for someone who has just ‘retired’. Reg however is not going
quietly. Elsewhere you will see Reg’s reflections on the conference where he questions whether
the summer conference format is helping the needs of the newer folk – a feeling of too many
research ‘academic’ sessions and too few ‘practical’ sessions, if I may paraphrase. Good
communities are ones where criticisms can be taken, opposing points of view stated and
hopefully room for all. It would be good to receive responses to Reg’s views from amongst the
community for the next Newsletter – which will hopefully be on time.

P.S. Thanks yet again to Neil Stanley for the Summer Conference photos. Please also note that I
have made no reference to puddings or cake – too many others have already done that!

ecj20@cam.ac.uk

GADGETS or How to Spend your back-pay over the Internet or How
to Improve your Life
Helen Boulton, Nottingham Trent University

Have you heard the one about the man who walked into the car showroom and said ‘I would
like to buy a new car’, ‘Certainly Sir, how many gadgets?’  I’m not sure if it is a gender issue,
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but certainly my male colleagues, partner, and male trainees all had more gadgets than me … but
no longer.  I have to say they haven’t revolutionised my life as PGCE Strand Leader, but they
have certainly made me more effective in my role, probably created more time for other aspects
of my life, certainly made me a safer person on the road, and helped a little in feeling less
stressed.  Here’s how ….

Just in case anyone from the TTA is reading this and have not yet heard the yells and screams
from HE lecturers that we need laptops too, especially as we are role models for our future
teachers … I’ll start with my laptop.  I have yelled loudly for one at every possible
opportunity for the last 4 years – finally with success, and it has definitely improved my
classroom environment.  No longer do I have to pre-book the video cabinet keys to show one of
the plethora of videos now available to teacher trainers, only to discover that the key holder is
off sick on the morning I need it.  Nor do I have to panic as to whether I will remember the
channel that particular teaching room’s video is tuned into, or how to switch from the data
projector to the video ensuring a smooth transition, which is what I tell my trainees to do!  Now
I have all my videos in digital format installed on my laptop (thanks to another gadget from
www.ebuyer.com that transfers videos to digital), and at the press of a button … oh the
smoothness of the transition!  

My laptop has also meant my ‘assessment for learning’ is improved as I can neatly transfer
targets to individual folders and access them quickly in tutorials.  Also, gone are the moans from
trainees when I visit them in their schools that they cannot read the wonderful feedback and
targets I set – I now fill in the form in on my laptop and print out the copies before I leave the
school.

I rather sadly, gave up my filofax in summer – which I’ve clung onto far too long because my
Dad bought it for me – but with only sentimental regrets.  My new PDA is wonderful – and
legible.  The facility to repeat events made writing in my timetable much quicker than by hand,
the notes facility is very useful at meetings, (as is the facility to download my favourite
computer games, for those exceptionally boring meetings we have to look interested at!), I use
the recording mechanism for my PhD tutorials, and the task list is useful – although somewhat
daunting when I turn it on and am told I have 21 outstanding tasks still to do. I can also upload
my monitoring sheets from Excel, which is excellent, and it synchronises extremely quickly with
my computers, enabling colleagues to access my diary and make appointments.   The best
aspect of all however, is that it has a built in satellite navigation system.   I am a female driver
with no sense of direction whatsoever and will state firmly that some schools, particularly in
Leicester, move every time I go to visit.  The time I waste getting lost, and the stress I’ve felt
before I arrive to do a lesson observation – gone.  It’s wonderful – clear directions, no shouting
when I take a wrong turn – just a polite message to say ‘she’ is re-navigating, then new
directions.  I arrive stress free, set off later, arrive sooner, and feel huge confidence in my
journeys, rather than the need for a double layer of deodorant, pages of Autoroute prints and an
extra hour at least to allow for schools that have ‘moved’.  If you’re interested in the make it’s
an Acer from ebuyer (again, but I don’t get commission – honest).

I’ve also bought a digital video camera, which I have found excellent in my teaching.  Most of
my trainees don’t object to being videoed and give permission for me to use the clips in teaching
and in mentor training.  This is invaluable – not to mention it has improved my ability to edit
video.  Although there are some very good training materials available there is nothing like your
own trainees in Partnership schools – more ‘real’.  I feel that this has definitely improved the
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mentor training we do, in enabling me to respond in a more meaningful way to my OfSTED
‘points for consideration’, and the trainees enjoy the opportunity of giving peer evaluation.  

The final gadget I would mention is my wireless router.  Yes, another purchase from my
favourite web site. For about £30 I bought a router, cable and network card for my main home
computer – my laptop already had wireless connection.  This means I can now sit at the bottom
of my garden with a gin and tonic marking my assignments, typing up feedback and emailing it
electronically – only having to move to replenish my glass (there’s probably a gadget to do
that).  I actually look forward now to assignments arriving on my desk.  It also means I can deal
with my email from the garden, no longer have to cut myself off from my family when I’m
working on yet another Saturday afternoon, and can access all the documents on my main
computer in the house.

All in all, costly, except for the laptop which work have provided, but definitely worth it.  I feel
less stressed, believe I am a much better role model to my trainees, no longer get moans about
my handwriting, have more time for other things, and actually enjoy visiting Leicester schools.

 (If anyone knows how to claim some of this back from the tax office I would love to hear from
you … )

helen.boulton@ntu.ac.uk

ITTE conferences: communities of practice and transformational
spaces
Sarah Younie, De Montfort University

Had I not been in an ‘academic writing mode’ when I wrote my five lines for the 50th Newsletter
(reflecting on a ‘burning issue’ about some dualities reproduced in research that are overly
simplistic), then I would have written something different. With hindsight, I wish I hadn’t been
in that mode, but the timings and spaces we occupy at any given moment seem to position us
differently to the demands placed upon us.

Now refreshed and returned from our Summer Conference, I am in a different space and mode of
being with the world and can position myself to say something more from the heart. I guess that
my lesson and learning in this is to perhaps dissolve the spaces more between my head and my
heart. So, what I value about ITTE is: developing a supportive space that allows for the
transformation of us/me as a professional, working with my students, teachers and research,
through thoughtful reflection and mutual engagement with other members.

Dare I ask the question then, are we a community of practice? Are there slippages or overlaps
(or gaps) between what we understand the term to mean and what we do together as/through
ITTE? Maybe there are some points for our consideration here: are we a CoP? What makes us a
CoP? How would we define or characterise ourselves as a CoP? What is it about our practice(s)
that brings coherence to us as a distributive group? What other CoPs do we link to, or blur or
create boundaries with? Would a position paper that tentatively explores these questions help
us, with our identity and positioning nationally and locally? Perhaps we don’t need to do that,
we intuitively and tacitly know; but what about those looking in/back at us?

CoPs and Conferences as transformational spaces?

The opportunity exists when we meet to carve out in both the formal and informal moments,
those spaces that allow a meeting of ‘hearts and minds’, which bring a conference to life (the
experiential element of ‘aliveness’, essential to any community of practice that is not reducible
to a singular phrase/experience, or to be reified). I found participants respectfully listened,
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offered kindness and consideration to each other, were challenging when appropriate; all of
which I found invaluable. Above all, it is when we meet that an engendering of trust emerges, re-
merges or gets carved anew, for newcomers. And, trust is not a decision; rather it (delicately and
cautiously) develops and grows in the right spaces. To use the words from SEAL (Social and
Emotional Aspects of Learning, see DfES), it is possible to ‘share your feelings, fears and
worries, question current thinking, talk about mistakes, risk showing ignorance’. Consequently,
the conference temporally holds a space where we can share our challenges and excitements,
explore new and difficult ideas, ask searching questions / predicate propositions and take risks
to seek something novel to us professionally, to reinvent or awaken our curiosity with our own
and others’ learning.

For example, when we are part of a project research team, we are able to work together,
however, when working as a lone researcher, as in the case of my PhD, (across 5 LEAs, 12
schools and 120 teachers) it is just that: alone. Hence I value the opportunity to check out with
knowledgeable others in the field whether I am on the right lines or need a bit of navigating in
other directions, gently steered through exchanging repertoires. What feels like choppy waters
to a lone yachtswoman may suddenly dissipate into the calm, clear waters on board an ocean
liner.

So, whereas the phrase ‘Community of Practice’ has recently appeared to be at great risk of
becoming reified, the ITTE CoP (or community of enquiry or learning, or however we are to
represent ourselves to ourselves and others) is, at least, a living situated experience between
members, where we exchange our professional practice and ‘aliveness’. So, this is my thank you
to all the participants for the mutually engaging moments and exchanges.

syounie@dmu.ac.uk

Reflections on ITTE ’05 Conference
Reg Eyre

My first ITTE conference dates back to the inaugural meeting at Newman College where Roger
Keeling had invited us to share ideas and thoughts post-Trotter Report recommendations. I
caused some merriment by asking for a computer and projection equipment to do my
presentation which reflects this year’s experience of not being able to use an interactive white
board for talking about IWB use in school.

The first few conferences were helpful to me in that experiences of courses and equipment
levels and use were discussed and we were able to report back to our own institutions what
others were doing in the field of IT within Teacher Education.

I then dropped out of ITTE while I worked as an IT advisory teacher. On returning to ITTE
and teacher training about three years ago, I noticed a very different ‘feel’ about the conferences.
There was very little discussion about courses and equipment levels, colleagues who taught in
Higher Education were not working as much with teachers on in-service courses and most
people were using a complex language to talk about various research projects.

My recent experiences with ‘younger’ HEI lecturers at National White Board Network meetings
reminded me strongly of the early days of ITTE with people wanting to know about what was
happening with ICT in various agencies such as TTA, BECTa, DfES, KS3 Strategy, etc. This
was not reflected at the ITTE conference. Are we really helping these younger people who are
the replacements for ‘we old lags’?
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I found many of the presentations of people’s research quite unsatisfying, in that, for example, I
wanted to know what the students did, how they worked with children or how their e-
portfolios were a help in securing a teaching post. What was being presented was a tour through
the literature followed by a justification of the research method that had been used. The
practicalities of the work may have been briefly mentioned and the concluding remarks were
again referred to literature. One of the reasons for attending the ITTE Conference has been to
learn from other people’s experiences and see if their experiences can be applied at our own
institution. I felt that the forum for research would have been the meeting in Cambridge and that
Dundee would therefore only have a minor theme on research?

Oh well, as promised, I am on the early retirement schedule, which includes motorcycling in
New Zealand and my personal research focus is now on developments and applications of pre-
1905 motorised bicycles. So I wish education all the best and I hope that ICT in/and Teacher
Education has a future.

Fare you well!

Love, Light and Peace – Milligan

reg@eyre.co.uk

Conference Perspectives Dundee 2005: IT Network New Tutors
Induction Project
David Longman, University of Wales Newport

This is the second year of the IT Network's induction programme that supports a group of
new-to-HE ICT tutors.  Also for the second year, the ITTE Conference hosted the group. The
first group gathered last year at Chester (see ITTE Newsletter no. 47) and this year the group
was even larger with seven new tutors. As before, new tutors' attendance at the ITTE
conference was sponsored so as to ensure good integration into the professional network of the
community. In return members of the group were asked to write a short piece about the
highlights of the conference. The contributions from the group below provide a very positive
picture of the effectiveness of this initiative.

Working with this group for two years has helped me to
see more clearly the special qualities that make the ITTE
conference a little different. ITTE is a relatively small
community where social networks are formed quickly, but
they also intermingle quite freely. There is no ‘cliquism’
which can sometimes occur at other larger, more
heterogeneous gatherings. The strong focus on a common
professional agenda provides a foundation of shared values
and goals. These things make for easy and diverting

conversation. Presentations and workshops also typically have a high relevance, so much so
that new members complain only that it is so difficult to choose from the programme because
they want to hear it all.

I would like to thank everyone in the established membership for making our new colleagues so
welcome. The open and egalitarian spirit of the ITTE community is one of its greatest virtues.

Incidentally, Peter Twining beware. There is now another pudding-eater in our midst to rival
your domination of the cake and candy menu (why doesn’t he put on weight?).

david.longman@newport.ac.uk
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Breaking the Ice

Chris Shelton

University of Chichester

I came to Dundee expecting to be interested and challenged by the presentations and papers, but
had no idea how important and valuable the social aspects of the conference would prove to be.
Despite some initial reservations, I found that having to introduce myself to anyone wearing a
red spot on their badge was a great opportunity to meet a wide range of interesting (!)
characters. I doubt that I would have been brave enough to introduce myself to so many people
without the red spot game and my experience of the conference would have been much poorer.
It was fascinating to meet people doing very similar jobs and facing the same problems as me. It
is easy for someone new to teacher education to imagine that all courses and departments work
the same way and it is refreshing to discover how things can be done differently.

As I had never been to this kind of conference before, I was initially unsure what level it would
be pitched at and the kind of research that would be described. So I was pleased to find that the
papers were relevant to my own practice with plenty of challenging ideas presented in
accessible ways. My experience in Dundee has really encouraged me to reflect on my work and
made me keen to try to present something at a future conference.

In particular, I thought I knew quite a lot about the potential of video conferencing to extend
pupils’ learning and had spoken about it to the trainees I work with. However, after hearing
Hiroyuki Tanaka give his paper ‘Fostering Global Friendship Through International Educational
Exchange’ and describe some of the cooperative activities from the video conferencing projects
that he had been involved in, I realised I had only scratched the surface of what could be done. I
am now determined to set up (or, even better, encourage my trainees to set up) video
conferences involving creativity and collaboration.

c.shelton@chi.ac.uk

Ceilidhied   (Kale-eyed)

Bridget Cooper

Leeds Metropolitan University

Well-wined ICT tutors of all ages and varieties showcased their speed and agility on the dance
floor after the conference dinner, in temperatures of over 80 degrees Fahrenheit. This proved
extremely useful for various types of bonding and networking which we could have renamed
‘sweatworking’. Our excellent accordionist described us as “red-hot”, but I think he meant our
faces and bodies, flushed with both heat and laughter, not our dancing skills.  I now know who
to turn to for a highland fling, who won’t send me reeling, who not to turn to for help with
quantitative research i.e. can’t count to three when swapping partners and who to definitely
avoid in a rugby tackle!

More seriously however, the conference was extremely enjoyable, with numerous interesting
and useful presentations. I particularly connected with
Allison Littlejohn’s final keynote and more thoughtful
approaches to the way ahead with ICT and also with
Tony Van der Kuyl’s belief that radical changes are needed
in education. While we spend billions year after year on
innovations in curriculum and training, we have never
really addressed the key problem in education, the awful
teacher student ratio in classes. This has pertained since
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the Victorian era and has continually created unequal power relations and endless problems with
classroom management, which have diverted attention away from a focus on learning.

b.cooper@leedsmet.ac.uk

The Road and the Miles to Dundee

Helen Smith

St Martin’s College

 “Cauld winter was howlin' o'er moor and o'er mountain,
And wild was the surge of the dark rolling sea…”
(See http://www.rampantscotland.com/songs/blsongs_roadtodundee.htm)

Nothing could be further from the truth on our recent visit to Dundee!  Temperatures were
tropical and Margaret (Danby) and David (Longman) performed a magnificent double act,
developing our role as new tutors.  The reception by our Dundee hosts was excellent.  The
highlights for me were the notable keynote speeches and networking with other colleagues.  At
last I can put faces to many names that I have come across in my short time as an HE tutor.
For the few colleagues who were aware that I had previously lived and worked in Dundee, (a
long time ago) I have to apologise for my very poor knowledge of the local area (although I did
know where the nearest M and S store was!)  I have investigated further and I can now provide
the following information:

1. The Discovery ship is in Dundee because it was built there!

(See http://www.rrsdiscovery.com/discoverypoint/archive/data/frame01.htm)

2. Bonar Hall – see http://www.bonarhall.co.uk/

3. The Law Hill – See www.geo.ed.ac.uk/scotgaz/features/featurefirst125.html

The theme for this year’s conference was Collaboration and Curriculum Change for the 21st
Century and this theme was evident in the keynote speeches and parallel presentation sessions.
There was an abundance of presentations on e-learning technologies, but the highlight for me

was the Keynote Lecture entitled ‘Educational ICT:
Critical Perspectives, Social Theory and Why They
Matter’.  This is an area that I wish to explore. With the
widespread availability of computers and networks and
the use of collaborative e-learning strategies, it is
especially critical that students and educators develop an
understanding of the philosophical and sociological
theories that may impact on their vision for education and
society.  I also enjoyed the presentation entitled
“Fostering Global Friendship through International
Educational Exchange”.  The examples of dance, drama,

music, web building and cooking were not language dependent.

The Induction Programme and Activities arranged for the new tutors facilitated our integration
into the ITTE community.  Identifying and meeting colleagues by means of ‘the red spot’ game
resulted in some interesting exchanges.  I look forward to the next conference in 2006 as well as
further contact with colleagues.

hm.smith@ucsm.ac.uk
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Contagious Thinking

Jayne Bingley

St Martin;s College

As the ITTE conference approached, I was not really sure what to expect. The one thing I
didn’t expect though, was to catch anything, but the red spot I found myself with, proved to be
more a help than a hindrance!!

The programme proved to be as wide ranging as the people. Over the course of those few days
in Dundee I had the opportunity to listen to and reflect on various papers and presentations,
and to chat informally with a whole host of people, whether over a cup of tea, or a glass of wine
(only in the evening of course!).

I was particularly interested in colleagues’ views and experiences of VLE`s, and in particular
Blackboard. Having only recently moved into HE, I have found myself having to become
acquainted very quickly with the latter. I feel I have made a positive start, but as a result of the
conference I have already begun to think about how I can develop my own practice to make
much more use of Blackboard to facilitate discussion and collaborative learning.

Bridget Cooper presented some interesting research looking at classroom design and how the
purposeful and meaningful use of ICT can positively affect the relationships and the emotional
responses of both teachers and young children alike. I also think Reg Eyre made some valid
points regarding the use, or should I say the position, of IWB`s in an Early Years classroom.

As Richard Bennett talked about his continuing involvement in the development of an on line
portal for mentors, it was obvious how much time and effort has already been invested. The
taking and editing of video clips, tutorials and commentaries has clearly presented its own set of
challenges, but in my view will provide an invaluable and welcome source of support for
mentors and can only serve to improve the experience for trainee teachers. It is also good to hear
that there is still a lot of good work going on at Chester, where I undertook my training some 20
years ago!

A warm welcome, good hospitality, new faces and lots of food for thought. I look forward to
next year.

j.bingley@ucsm.ac.uk

Beware all pudding eaters

Jane Woods

Manchester Metropolitan University

A few of the many gems I took away with me from the ITTE conference in Dundee 2005…

 Never rely on our National Railway system to get you where you want to be and when
you want to be there (thanks to sunshine and susceptible tracks).

 Taxi drivers in Dundee have to be among the friendliest and the most honest in the world
(thanks to the driver who gave me a mini tour and returned my purse intact when I left it
in his taxi!).

 Puddings are the best thing ever, even and especially at breakfast (thanks Peter).

 Young pupils use ICT more effectively when resources are organised for group work
around a large round table (thanks Bridget).
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 We have yet to inspire all schools to embrace ‘creativity’ with the enthusiasm that we
would wish for (thanks Avril).

 There are alternative but equally dynamic resources that can be used successfully in the
classroom in place of the IWB (thanks Ken).

 You can’t get away with checking emails during presentations without someone spotting
what you are up to (thanks Neil)

  Puddings are the best thing ever, even and especially at lunch (thanks Peter).

 It’s a good idea to stand on the pavement when pulling over a suspected stolen vehicle
(thanks Nigel).

  IWBs can be used effectively with young learners in a horizontal position (the IWB not
the learner - thanks Reg).

  Some people have faster hand held gadgets than me (which might mean I don’t get
caught checking emails in future - thanks John)

 Communication problems can be consigned to history if we use creative technologies to
give staff and pupils a ‘voice’ (thanks staff at Furze Infants School).

 The piano accordion is easy to play (still not totally convinced about this one – thanks
Geoff)

 No matter how much David’s voice resembles that of a certain Star Trek hero of mine,
he didn’t once say ‘Make it so!’ (shame).

 Getting home from Dundee is a much less arduous journey when undertaken in the
company of new friends (thanks Jayne, Helen, Martyn and Neil)

 And most importantly…..that I found myself an active part of a most inspiring and
supportive group of colleagues. Thank you all so much for making me feel so welcome at
my first ITTE conference. The ‘red spotting’ was a great idea!

Oh and I’ve just remembered one more thing……

Puddings are the best thing ever, even and especially at supper (sorry Peter)!!

j.woods@mmu.ac.uk

Some good days out

Martin Watts

St Martin’s College

Attendance at academic conferences is part of the job for those of us who choose to enter what
might loosely be called the “learned” professions. As a teacher I have had the pleasure of
attending a number of such conferences, some proving more valuable than others. Most recently
I attended the 2005 ITTE Conference, held in Dundee (Dundee, Scotland for our American
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cousins). As a new member, I qualified for subsidised attendance, and by way of re-payment,
new inductees such as myself have been delegated the task of providing written feedback
regarding the value of attendance.

There have been a number of studies into the value of attending academic conferences. For
example, Cacamese, et al (2004) searched for a correlation between conference attendance and
academic benefits through increased in-training examination scores for medical students, whilst
Jeffrey (2003) discussed the potential of conferences as a means of bridging the “gap” between
academic and school practitioners. Barlow et al (2000), discussed the value of conferences in the
dissemination of good practice among educators. Ryan (1997) wrote of the potential benefits of
presenting at an academic conference and Richards (1993) speculated that they may be a “good
day out”.

Certainly I can vouch for the value of the conference as being several “good days out” a
judgement not hindered by numerous opportunities to “network” with delegates, the provision
of time to identify valuable contacts and the occasion to listen to some useful, relevant
presentations. Some “good practice” was plainly on offer. Without doubt, there was incalculable
benefit in bridging the “gap” between newcomer and a range of experienced academics. I cannot
yet comment upon the benefits of attending the ITTE Conference on my academic performance,
we’ll have to wait and see.

If I were to have to make some tentative conclusions as to the value of attendance at ITTE
conferences I would have to err on the positive. Many thanks to all who made new members so
welcome and especially to the induction team who planned such a well thought-out program.
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ITTE Conference 2005

Nigel Stewart

St Martin’s College

Having never been to an ITTE Conference before, I inevitably wondered what it would be like.
Having attended quite a few different conferences over the years, both in the UK and the US, I
was aware that they can differ considerably.  As a new lecturer in ICT, I certainly didn’t need to
have any concerns.  I have never experienced a warmer reception at a conference.  From the first
few minutes right up to the end the Conference Team and, in particular, the representatives of
the IT Network were supporting the new attendees.  In addition, the sessions were of a high
quality; very relevant and engaging.  As a result, the conference was extremely worthwhile.

Trying to summarise the learning is, of course, notoriously difficult.  I personally emerged with:
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• An insight into the variety of approaches being used by colleagues in differing
institutions – the differences were very marked in some instances

• A greater understanding of the potential role of the Virtual Learning Environment
• Reassurance that focussing on the Outcomes, then making sure that the Assessment

closely matched those Outcomes, was the way ahead
• The encouragement to use a variety of assessment methods, including multiple choice
• The realisation that closer monitoring of the success or failure of my own teaching could

yield considerable benefits
• A number of useful contacts

In conclusion, I would just like to thank everyone that attended for making it such a
considerable success.  I am already looking forward to future conferences.

nstewart@ucsm.ac.uk

Working with an IWB in the Foundation Stage
Reg Eyre

As part of the TTA funding of ICT initiatives in Higher Education, I put in a small bid to try
out some ideas, based on the observation that vertically placed IWBs for Foundation Stage
settings were inappropriate. The main reasons for this belief were that for these children,
making marks on a vertical surface were unnatural and that the positioning of the data projector
ensured that children would be working in their own shadow.

My initial experiment was to put the IWB flat on a table with the projector bolted onto a slide
projector stand and pointing almost vertically down. This showed at least three main problems:

• While seated at the table/IWB, children could not reach the top of the IWB screen,
• If they stood up, they would nudge the IWB, which in turn moved the projector pole,

and the projected image on the IWB went out of alignment,
• Any light striking the pen tray sensors on the IWB, (Smartboard) locked the IWB

software into ‘writing pen’ mode.

Thinking about these points, it became clear that we
had to make the following changes:

• ‘Lock’ the IWB and data projector stand so
that the IWB and location of the orientated
image stayed in position.

• Angle the IWB so that it could be used as a
‘writing slope’.

• Tape black paper over the pen tray to cut out
light from the projector and the overhead
windows in the Victorian school on a bright
summer’s day.

I then designed a hinged writing slope framework out
of scrap wood which had a pole centrally placed at the
top of the frame.

This system has been used in the school since 9th June
without my presence by the teachers and children in
preference to their own set up with the alignment not
needing adjustment for over a month now. All the staff

Fig 1 Shows the IWB placed onto the slope
with the projected image.
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suggested that this
arrangement is far better
than the original and I
have had to put them
off of using something
similar in the rest of the
school.

For children at the
Foundation Stage it would be inappropriate to have whole class teaching since almost all of their
activities are based on small group work and therefore all these activities have to be self-standing
with occasional adult input. While thinking about this, it also became clear that this system
would work well for wheelchair users of ICT because their access to vertically based IWBs
would be extremely difficult. By placing my set up onto an appropriate level table, they would
be able to access software quite easily.

Two companies have been asked to make a better,
reasonably costed, commercial product based on my
design.

It was while considering the relationship between the
positions of the IWB and the data projector that I realised
that the positioning of the data projector in most
classrooms is poorly designed. The current position is set
so that there is hardly any ‘keystone’ effect but the
penalty is that the user of the IWB cannot easily avoid

looking into the projected beam. If the projector is moved closer to the IWB and raised in height,
the keystoning can be adjusted out using the projector control panel. This requires that there is
sufficient height above the top of the IWB which, in the case of false ceilings, means that the
projector is mounted above the false ceiling and shines through an open panel. This might be
good for security because if someone looks through the glass panel in a door, they would not see
a data projector.

The mathematics to explain my findings comes from GCSE
geometry.

 “The angles sub-tended at the circumference of a circle
from a fixed chord, are the same angle.”
If the board is the thick line chord in the diagram, then the ‘slope’

I have produced will look like the following:

Figs 2 Showing the comparison of shadow effects

Fig 3 The user could be in a wheel chair

Fig 4 Showing the ‘slope’ in
 carrying mode
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If we now rotate the diagram further, we can see that there is a better position for the data
projector in a normal classroom setting.

My last recommendation is that the board should not be mounted vertically on a wall, but
rather, it should be mounted at an angle so that the bottom of the board should be about 30cm
away from the wall. This would make writing on the board far easier. The historical precedent is
the easel!

Note that the problem of glare is almost eliminated because the user’s eyes will be outside of the
beam.

We need to talk to data projector fitters to get them to re-site the positioning of their equipment
so that the real issue of projector beam ‘blindness’ can be reduced greatly and the interactive
whiteboard can be made easier for all to use.

reg@eyre.co.uk

 projector 

Usual position of projector

Better position for projector

projector
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Thought for the term
In Britain, 2.63 billion text messages were sent during the month of May 2005. This works out
to be on average around 85 million messages per day.

London Evening Standard 30.6.2005.

Newsletter Questionnaire: Graham Jarvis in the hot seat
Helena Gillespie, University of East Anglia

(In an email to the Editor Helena Gillespie said: “In order to further understanding amongst the ITTEers, I
wonder if we might also do a 'questionnaire', featuring a member of the community each session. If you read the
Saturday Guardian you'll know what I mean. Obviously we wouldn't use personal questions but it's a good way
to get to know one another - I was thinking of a mix or serious and light hearted questions related to ICT and
ITE. Perhaps we should get our incoming chairman to volunteer to be our first 'volunteer' for this? I can mock
up a series of questions if you think this might be a good idea. I think the Guardian has a set of about 30
questions and the respondent chooses the 15 they are going to answer.” Here is the result …)

Short Biographical sketch

Graham Jarvis taught in schools for 20 years before moving into academia - what is that?
However, the doctor has informed me this is not terminal and an occasional whine (or
should that be wine?) helps. He teaches ICT to anyone who will listen, which often
means his sessions are less than full. When not being usefully employed he enjoys travel
and photography.

When and where did you first encounter a computer?

I was teaching in a Wakefield Primary school in West Yorkshire when a BBC ‘B’ arrived-
in the days when floppy discs were really floppy.

Computers have changed the world – but for good or for evil?

They are like a lot of things in life - it is not the item itself it is more what you do with it!
The potential for widening communication is immense and is a good thing. I am
uncomfortable with the word ‘evil’ but there is obvious potential for them to be misused.

What’s your favourite gadget?

A speaking Homer Simpson beer mat - little things please little minds!!…while bigger
fools………….

You are appointed Secretary of State for Education and Skills for the day. What are you going to
do?

Put a Bill through Parliament that says; ‘there will be no changes to the education system
for the next 5 years. Teachers will be allowed to teach (now there’s a novel idea), H M
Inspectors will have to teach in schools one month in every 12, and university and college
lecturers will receive an immediate 25% pay rise.” - Vote Jarvis for PDP (Pipe Dream
Party)

What is your ideal alternative career?

Travel writer
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What’s your motto?

Try your best - angels can’t do better! – actually it was what my mum always told me.

Do you believe ICT is worth the trouble?

Trouble - what trouble?

What’s the most surprising thing you have ever seen in the classroom?

I arrived at school one morning to find a child sitting in the classroom with a 10 foot boa-
constrictor on the desk. It was his pet and he had come to show it to me. It instantly
cured me of my snake phobia!!!

What’s the most important lesson being a teacher has taught you?

Never give up on anyone - unless he or she is called Wayne or Justine (with apologies to
any colleagues who have such named off-spring)

Which words are going to define the future of education?

Difficult to say since education appears to have stopped using the English language and
replaced it with acronyms

When you retire, what do you hope your legacy to your field will be?

I don’t have a field! But thinking about the number of students and pupils I have taught,
and on the basis of probability - that somewhere, somehow there is at least one person
who is a better person for having me teach them. AAAHHHH!!

My best lesson
Richard Bennett, University of Chester

(The next idea from Helena Gillespie was … “I think as ITE practitioners it would be good to share practice -
not just the whizzy things we hear about at conferences but also the day to day stuff. I wonder if we might have a
slot called 'My favourite lesson' (or some such) where one of the ITTE community shares an ICT related session
they have done with trainees. The whole point is that it needn't be ground breaking - just thought provoking.”)

When asked to contribute this article to the newsletter my immediate thought was that anything
I might write would be a hostage to fortune. Firstly, ‘my best lesson’ could be described as the
one which required the least planning but which yielded the most effective outcomes at that
moment in time. It might be one in which the students learned very little but I learned a great
deal. Or should I write about one which would be likely to sound highly most impressive and
run the risk of having colleagues saying, “Is that the best he can do?” In the end I decided I
would write about my best lesson ‘this week’ – the one which I feel went rather well (all things
considered). Then at least I can argue that of course I’ve had better lessons in other weeks.

So, my best lesson this week was with our PG secondary maths group. It’s half term so we
have the pleasure of their company for a full week. During this week an ICT colleague and I
work closely with the subject specialist tutors across the PGS programme on embedding ICT
into the programme. My remit was to develop the use of presentation software, whilst Ruth,
the maths tutor, needed to address the topic of algebra.

After clarifying what is meant by algebra Ruth used a video clip from the KS3 National Strategy
pack in which a teacher uses Tak-tiles with a Year 8 class to develop an appreciation of
algebraic notation:



Information Technology in Teacher Education Autumn 2005 No 51

18

E.g.

This has an area of a and this has an area of b

Then this shape…

Must have an area of a + b
… and so on.

After discussing the importance of modelling to enable the children to build foundation
concepts, we then showed them a PowerPoint presentation which could be used to reinforce
their understanding – demonstrating some of the more advanced animation features of
PowerPoint 2003. We then set them a challenge of modelling graphically on screen the
relationship between (x + y)2 and x2 + 2xy + y2

Why was I pleased with the lesson? Quite
apart from the enthusiasm of the students
who set about the task with gusto, it
demonstrated a way in which ICT can be
used to enhance a learning experience by
providing a context for the development
of skills which the students could see to
be directly relevant to their work in the
classroom. It also exemplified the power
ICT can have in helping children
appreciate the link between the concrete
and its abstract representation.

The post task discussion also helped to
clarify the limitations of presentation
software in comparison to live manipulation of objects on screen or simply on an OHP.

Now, of course, the lesson I taught last week on …………………………………

r.bennett@chester.ac.uk

Corrections, Clarifications and Omissions
Editor

(In keeping with the Guardian style … it is necessary to remedy an omission and make a correction to Newsletter
50! )

1. A Lost 50th memory

An apology is owed to Mal Hughes, from the University of the West of England, for the non-
inclusion of his ITTE memory in celebration of the 50th newsletter. This was not a deliberate

area a area b

x

x

y

y
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omission - simply that it became lost in the ‘ether’ somewhere between Bristol and Cambridge.
I am pleased to be able to include it here:

I took a 380Z, a Year 8 maths class, one tiny screen and a snooker simulation; a disaster waiting
to happen and it didn't disappoint. I swore never to attempt anything like it again. That
afternoon I trundled off to a pyramid meeting of all the heads of maths in the area. The topic for
debate was the use of a computer to enrich and enhance the teaching of mathematics and I spoke
with alarming eloquence against the use of such a pointless machine. Twenty -three years later I
take an interactive whiteboard, a group of postgraduate trainees and a snooker simulation.........

Mal Hughes, University of the West of England

2. Right dates, wrong days

Readers will have realised that the days and dates for the Canterbury Summer Conference 2006
did not match. Whilst the dates were correct, the days were not. As you will see elsewhere in
the current newsletter the Summer Conference will take place from Tuesday 11th July until
Thursday 13th July.

New on the bookshelf
Neil Stanley, Liverpool John Moores University

Well the summer holiday didn’t seem to
enable as much reading as I had reckoned on
– lots of photos though (who would that
surprise!). I did read and enjoy David
Mitchell’s Cloud Atlas. Malcolm Gladwell’s
Blink got me thinking, especially in the
context of how we know at an interview we
have found someone who might make a
good teacher. That caused me to buy and
read The Tipping Point – I agree that often
it’s the little things that build to make a
difference.

I’ve just read Marina Lewycka’s A Short
History of Tractors in Ukrainian – not a
heavy read and quite good fun, might get
some ‘on high horses’ about immigration
though.

In case you’ve not noticed it, there is a
useful JISC publication Innovative Practice

with e-learning looking at mobile and
wireless use in HE. If you are thinking of
getting into Open Source VLEs then Using
Moodle by Jason Cole (O’Reilly) may be
well worth a look. Some of our colleagues
appear in Transforming Primary ICT edited
by Steve Wheeler (Learning Matters) so it
should be relevant and useful.

For those of you with wider ICT support
remits, the fresh-through-the-door as I write
this is ICT Skills for Successful Study by
Alan Clarke. An interesting collection of
chapters includes: using spreadsheets,
presentation graphics and email. In addition
it has a section on databases. All chapters
use MS software. It’ll need a deeper look to
see if it offers more then the Software-
made-Simple and NetSkills guides that our
institution has licences for.

n.r.stanley@livjm.ac.uk

The Invisible, the Deep and the Hidden
Helen Smith, St Martin's College

I have just recently read a fascinating book called “The Invisible Web” which gives an insight
into areas of the world wide web that search engines can’t (yet) access.

[The Invisible Web by Chris Sherman and Gary Price ISBN 0-91-965-51-X].
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I have recently shared much of this with students, as it opens up whole new areas of searching
online specialist databases that perhaps they hadn’t considered. (Unfortunately it also opens up
the possibility for plagiarism that may go undetected). According to the authors, only 20% of
the vast resources available on the web are accessed through search engines. I don’t intend to
retell their story, but I should like to point you in the direction of a few web sites should you
wish to read about this further.

http://library.rider.edu/scholarly/rlackie/Invisible/Inv_Web.html

http://www.library.kent.edu/page/10667

www.invisible-web.net

http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/Guides/Internet/BeyondWeb.html

http://library.albany.edu/internet/deepweb.html

http://www.lagcc.cuny.edu/library/invisibleweb/default.htm

http://www.bhsu.edu/education/edfaculty/lturner/Deep%20Web%20Search%20Tools1.htm

http://www.brightplanet.com/technology/deepweb.asp

hm.smith@ucsm.ac.uk

More web peregrinations
Ken Powell, Canterbury Christchurch University

For those looking for free software repositories, it’s hard to beat Sourceforge
(http://sourceforge.net) which has many projects using it to distribute their material. It also has
links with Freshmeat (http://freshmeat.net) the other large free software store. Some of my
favourites from both sites are (all Windows, most Linux with some running on Macs as well):

Privoxy (http://sourceforge.net/projects/ijbswa) - a local proxy cache that blocks adverts, pop-
ups and banners. It can also be used to block specific sites which makes it a useful supplement
to a school’s commercial filtering system.

LinCity NG (http://freshmeat.net/projects/lincity-ng) – a version of SimCity (and advance on
the original LinCity) game which is great for teaching modelling and simulation at KS3.

FreeMind (http://freemind.sourceforge.net/wiki/index.php/Main_Page) – mind mapping
software written in Java which can export to HTML.

MikTeX (http://sourceforge.net/projects/miktex) – a Windows version of TeX which is, to my
mind, the easiest method for writing large documents yet invented.

FMSLogo (http://sourceforge.net/projects/fmslogo) – an updated version of MSWLogo for
those who still like Logo-ing on Windows!

Karoshi (http://sourceforge.net/projects/karoshi) – a simple system to set up an entire school
server farm to allow Windows and Linux clients to connect to a free “RM replacement” system.
Also needs Mandrake Linux (from http://www.mandrivalinux.com/en-gb).

jQuizShow (http://sourceforge.net/projects/quizshow) – a Java program that allows you to
quickly create “Who wants to be a millionaire” style quizzes.

kjp11@canterbury.ac.uk
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Web Wanderings
Neil Stanley, Liverpool John Moores University

You’ll have found http://scholar.google.com
- but you can now use it to play the
academic vanity search game! Just put your
name in - in quotes - and see how many hits
you get that are really you!

The Guardian has just started printing a
new cartoon strip on a Friday – Perry Bible
Fellowship. They can be weird but an
archive can be found at
http://cheston.com/pbf/archive.html

Associated with Andrew Pollard’s
Reflective Teaching book is an interesting
website http://www.rtweb.info

A creative block unblocker card game, really
designed for the non-education world, is at
http://www.spaceforideas.uk.com but it
may give you some ideas.

Don’t ask why but I was looking for the
Pearl and Dean theme and re-found TV
Cream http://tv.cream.org a really ‘sad’
archive of all those TV programmes that
you had forgotten you’d watched – many
have theme songs too (useful for pub
quizzes? Or conferences?) What to know
whose song is on that advert? Then
http://www.commercialbreaksandbeats.co.u
k might help you.

They’ve added some more study skills
material at
http://www.palgrave.com/skills4study/html/
index.asp including some MP3 files
–Stanford seems to be offering quite a lot of
iTunes friendly material
http://itunes.stanford.edu

The Learning Styles profiler at
http://www.cymeon.com/lss2.asp makes big
claims (on the 75 responses you make) and
at a price too. But there is a free trial (you
need to register).

On my real travels I found this link to some
free South African fonts
http://www.themaps.co.za/downloads.asp.
There are also maps available for download.
A small selection of my SA photos are at
www.stanleyweb.co.uk. I ran out of data
card space whilst on holiday and for around
a fiver a Kodak shop was happy to copy all
my photos to CD.

Pizco http://www.piczo.com is another of
the sites that lets you post images (mid-teen
audience it would seem)

Two sites highlighted on the Naace mailists:
A new search engine
http://www.lookbelow.com  and some MS
Access training materials for teachers and
pupils http://www.wirral-
mbc.gov.uk/ict/Relational-
databases/index.asp

You know I like Jasper Fforde’s books and
he has a similarly strange website at
http://www.jasperfforde.com

I know MS has a simple video
editing/making package but Avid have free
video editing software for download at
http://www.avid.com/freedv

We’d lost them and now they’ve been
found: the new URL of the Assessment
Reform Group is http://arg.educ.cam.ac.uk

It won’t challenge Google Earth -
http://www.butera.org/planetbrick/photos.h
tml

And to finish, a silly and puerile idea
http://places.jump-around.com/closest

n.r.stanley@livjm.ac.uk
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ITTE Receipt and Payment Accounts
Year ending 31/12/2004
Presented at Conference by the Treasurer

Receipts
Membership fees 3780
Summer conference 4286
Research conference 6300
TPE Royalties 4400
Interest on deposits       125

   18920

Payments
Stationery and Newsletter 677
Travel and subsistence 3140
Summer conference 33
Research conference 6262
TPE costs 3566
URL       120

   13798

Balance at 31/12/2004: £41600

ITTE Committee Members 2005-2006

Richard Bennett Elected 2004 - 2007 University of Chester 

Ken Bingham Elected 2005-2008 University of Cambridge

Tim Denning Co-opted Keele University

Babs Dore Secretary University of Northampton

Tony Fisher Past Chair University of Nottingham

Bob Fox Elected 2004 - 2007 University of Worcester

Helena Gillespie Co-opted University of East Anglia

Chris Higgins Treasurer Oxford Brookes University

Libby Jared Visitor (Newsletter) University of Cambridge

Graham Jarvis Chair Trinity and All Saints College, Leeds

Tony van der Kuyl Elected 2005 - 2008 SITC, University of Edinburgh

David Longman Elected 2004 - 2006 University of Wales Newport

Avril Loveless Visitor (Editor TPE) Brighton University

John Potter Elected 2003 - 2006 Goldsmiths (University of London)

Ken Powell Elected 2004 - 2007 Canterbury Christ Church University

Sarah Younie Vice Chair De Montfort University

Endpiece
Peter Twining, Open University

I got an email for Libby last week ‘reminding’ me about the conference report that she says I
agreed to write. To be honest I have a clear memory of agreeing with <Name obliterated to
protect the ‘innocent’> that as a newcomer to ITTE writing a conference report (with my
support and encouragement needless to say) would be a great way to help her move from
peripheral participation to whatever the term for being a recognised part of the gang is. Ok, so
my memory of the event is a little fuzzy, I have to admit. This amnesia has nothing to do with
whisky (‘Anyone want to swap their pudding for my whisky?’), nor does the warm glow that
replaces clear recollections of actual events. The following personal ‘highlights’ should therefore
be treated with caution and are in no way intended to provide a comprehensive or in any way
‘objective’ representation of the conference.
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 ‘Memory 1’: John Lodge’s refreshingly open and honest account of developing an effective
strategy for developing and assessing student teachers’ learning of multimedia authoring. John
certainly knows how to create an atmosphere in which taking risks and making mistakes is OK
– i.e. a great learning environment.

 ‘Memory 2’: Basking in the reflected glow from Bob Fox’s informative and interesting analysis
of data from the dICTatEd questionnaire (I can say this in all sincerity cos I can take no credit
for the way in which he did this – though clearly there is some self-interest in reminding you
that the questionnaire is there – http://www.meD8.info/dictated/).

 ‘Memory 3’: Listening to Reg Eyre explaining his incredibly intelligent strategy for mounting
Interactive Whiteboards (and their data projectors) so that they can be used in a semi-vertical
and semi-horizontal position (and at the same time reducing the problem of shadow) – such a
pity that the DfES guidelines insist on IWBs being fixed firmly to the wall in a vertical position!

 ‘Memory 4’: Working out what John Potter’s PhD was all about – pity we could only
remember half of the sound-bite summary the next morning …

 ‘Memory 5’: John Lodge recovering from the night before – during Tony van der Kuyl’s
keynote – he might have got away with it if it wasn’t for the fact that Tony was trying to praise
John for his earlier seminar (mentioned above)! Perhaps John has aspirations to be Chair of
ITTE (I believe that there is a developing tradition of ITTE Chairs “sleeping” during keynotes).

 ‘Memory 6’: Squeezing into a ‘6 seater’ taxi with the Scrimshaws, Dee Anna, Chris, and Ken
for the journey back to Edinburgh airport – and feeling guilty all the way because you know that
there is a perfectly good train service between Dundee and Edinburgh (except of course when
the weather is hot and the rails have expanded so much that the trains cannot run – hard to
believe I know, but apparently this delayed some colleagues for several hours on their journey
up to Dundee).

Which brings me back to Dundee – I was looking forward to it. Well Dundee has a reputation
for cake doesn’t it? And, though I now suspect that any link between Dundee and cake is
fictitious, my anticipation about this annual reunion with colleagues was fully justified. Another
great conference, which provided plenty of food for thought, sufficient pudding and fantastic
company.

p.twining@open.ac.uk
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