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From the Chair 
Graham Jarvis 

I have said many times before that I believe ITTE to be a unique 
association and community but I think it bears repeating for a 
number of reasons. Not least because it is so easy in education to 
become cynical and disenchanted and perceive that we are not 
listened to, or do not have a voice. This can be at both a local and 
national level, within our own institutions, and when we deal with 
external bodies. 

However, when we do have time to reflect upon our Association and all the colleagues and 
friends that make it up, it becomes clear that there is a wealth of knowledge, expertise and skills 
which contribute so much to the world of ICT in education and especially to those students we 
prepare for teaching. 

Being in both a reflective and positive mood I thought I would use this opportunity to share 
with you all the activities, groups and meetings in which I and other members of ITTE have 
been involved in recently, in the hope you can see we are being listened to, we are engaged at a 
national level, and that our wealth of experience and expertise is recognised and is being called 
upon. 

• There is a national working party on the Safe Use of ICT, led by Becta and of which we 
are now a part. We have been asked to talk about how this area impacts upon teachers in 
training. We have also contributed to the Self Review Framework (again Becta led) and 
which has Ken Dyson (ex-HMI) as consultant. The group includes HMI, Naace, the 
Strategy teams, the TDA, GTC, QCA and others. Further consultations between 
ourselves and Ken Dyson are planned for the near future. 

• We have also been involved with the Council for Subject Associations, led by the DfES. 
Although it maybe that the nature of our work does not fit easily into this remit it is 
positive that we have been asked to be part of the discussions and we wait to see how 
this progresses. 

• We continue to have excellent links with the TDA through the ICT Steering group and 
other meetings, as well as being funded by the TDA for the next three years to support 
new tutors moving into teacher training posts. 

• We met with John Williams (HMI) to identify issues relating to ICT in both schools and 
ITE and the inspection process, but, on a negative note, changes to the way Ofsted are 
now carrying out inspections means that it seems likely that we may lose these links. 
John also supported our Primary and Secondary workshops run jointly with the TDA in 
September and March respectively. We received positive feedback on both. 

• There has also been communications between ourselves, Naace, BCS and the Regional 
Broadband Consortia to identify common ground and how, together, we can be mutually 
supportive to benefit both members of the Association and particularly our students. We 
have also been working with BESA to support our members in getting good deals on 
software for all providers and with accessible licences that reflect our particular needs. 

• We have also, thanks to your feedback, responded to the Primary Review under Robin 
Alexander and put together comments from the Key Stage 3 review. 

I think, therefore, we can safely say we DO have a voice and we are increasingly recognised as a 
community which has much to offer at a national level. 

Important and vital as this work is, it is equally important to remember those things which could 
be described as ‘in house’ and are a reflection of the commitment and expertise within the 
Association. This Newsletter is a great example of this and I always look forward to the next 



Information Technology in Teacher Education Spring 2007 No 55 

3 

issue. We also have our research journal which supports the work we do as well as serving the 
wider, international teacher education community and our ‘public face on the web’: 
www.itte.org.uk. The Research Seminar in February was again full of stimulating and thought-
provoking sessions and we have the annual conference to look forward to at Leicester from the 
11th to the 13th July-PLEASE BOOK YOUR PLACES! 

Thus I think we have much to be proud of and, as Chair, I am very appreciative of the hard work 
and support not only of the Committee but also from everyone in the wider community. The one 
thing ITTE is NOT and that is a one man band and we do rely on your input, comments and 
reflections to help us when meeting with the various groups. We also need to remember that all 
of this work is done voluntarily and reflects the high level of commitment and professionalism 
we have throughout the committee and the membership. 

I hope that this ‘View from the Chair’ makes you feel as positive as I do about our Association 
and community and makes you feel motivated to be involved in whatever way you can. 

Thank you. 
g.jarvis@leedstrinity.ac.uk 

Editorial 
Libby Jared, Faculty of Education, University of Cambridge 

Motorbikes are merely a metaphor 

We all know that Easter is a moveable date. So too, it would appear, is the publication of the 
Spring newsletter – but it did eventually get to press within the first third of the year (just). 

Getting blood out of a stone? As painful as pulling teeth? Or any other metaphor available 
which indicates that it has been excruciatingly difficult to get copy from even just a few more 
than the number of fingers on the one hand not tied behind the back. 

Through the ITTE list I first tried hitting the nail on the head by taking the friendly, hassling 
approach. An absolute dead duck that turned out to be, but as water off its (the duck’s) back, I 
resorted to humour and subtlety – or so I thought. I suggested that as the first plea had come to 
‘nought’ (save for one jpeg of folk looking at a laptop which if I enlarged to fill all of the 
newsletter its definition might be lost) I had a concrete example to share with my maths 
students of the empty set - a notion incidentally that they save their own jokes for. 

Hmmm. Still very few pebbles in the pond, save for a long article from Reg Eyre on motorbikes 
– did he think that he was writing for ‘Retired Biker’s weekly’? Probably not, for though 
‘promoted/relegated’ to Endpiece, it is most cleverly written. All that is needed is a quick 
substitution and we have life in our age of educational technology. Motorbikes are merely a 
metaphor. 

We have been unable even to muster Helena’s regular bits for the personality questionnaire and 
my best lesson slots. What are you all doing? No good feeling guilty - the ITTE Newsletter is by 
its members for its members. 

A few members have been beavering away. John Woollard (who, I recall did some serious work 
on metaphors at a previous Research Seminar) offered a snippet on KS1 Art Classes; Pete 
Bradshaw has his PhD blog to maintain (worth its weight in gold it would appear); and Alan 
Rodgers had a ‘Grand Day Out’. Alan had his day out, courtesy of the new tutors scheme. Hot 
on the heels of Alan’s article, Margaret Danby, the scheme’s project manager, again highlights 
the advantages of peer tutoring. There is also a strong invitation from Margaret for tutors, even 
newer than Alan to get in touch, and join in all the fun. If you do there is possibly literally a free 
lunch available. 

http://www.itte.org.uk/
mailto:g.jarvis@leedstrinity.ac.uk
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You will also find amongst the pages, a further instalment of Critical Moments in Christina 
Preston’s long brush with ICT. How interesting that it is about publishing and changing 
practice. Is there a moral here for the Newsletter? 

The Research Seminar was perfectly timed to coincide with this year’s one day of snow (well 
actually it was the day after but touch and go for a few minutes). Dig deep inside this Newsletter 
to see the list of work in progress papers that were on offer. Unprompted (this happens 
sometimes) Alison Hramiak sent a personal account that certainly gives the flavour of the event. 
I can safely say this as someone who goes every time. There has also been CAL 07 in Dublin 
and thanks to Helena Gillespie (apparently aided by Bob Fox) for an account of that event and 
to Chris Shelton and Bridget Somekh for sending in their abstracts to let others know about 
current work. 

It has been a marathon in more ways than one. 

Libby. 

PS. Neil Stanley – a man in a million - has as ever provided us with a wealth of web sites and 
books to read. Has anyone counted how many in total we have been given? – NO, no time for 
data handling, use it to deliver copy for the next newsletter. It really is needed. 

ecj20@cam.ac.uk 

Thought for the term 

You can’t cuddle up in bed with a computer like you can with a book. 

The Bodleian Library, as a copyright library, now requires 5.2 km of new shelf space 
every year (was this predicted when copyright came into being in the 16th Century?). 80% 
of everything that has ever been published is still in copyright of which 10% is still in 
print. 

As one of Google’s partners in its library project, it is planned that as much as possible of 
the Bodleian’s holdings of books out of copyright will be digitised. This will involve at 
least 300,000 books, more than I could possibly get in my bookcase at home. (You will 
need to do your own searching to know why this is only around 3% to 5% of the total 
stock). 

From: “It’s a steal” by John Lanchester published in the Review section of the Saturday 
Guardian 07.04.07 

(and of course read in bed. Ed.) 
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Weblogs, PhDs and Google-generated concept lists 
Pete Bradshaw, Nottingham Trent University 

I have toyed with the idea of doing a PhD for many years. The toying started before I had 
completed my Masters but it never really got more than that until quite recently. Even starting a 
new job at Trent with the offer of having my fees paid didn’t really do much to give me any 
impetus to do anything other than register. 

Eventually I realised that having made that step I really needed to do something in return for the 
monies being invested in me. At the beginning of this academic year, my second in Nottingham, 
I vowed to make a proper start. Tutorials and deadlines for proposal submission were arranged. 
Seminars on the university’s research practice course attended. 

At one of these we had a visit from Anthony Haynes of P&H [1]. Ostensibly he was with us to 
talk about “getting published” but the session soon turned to the writing process per se. One of 
the themes was that of writing a little, often, and seeing what emerged. He developed the idea 
that until words are committed to paper (or wordprocessor) we sometimes don’t know what we 
are thinking. It is the making thoughts explicit that helps clarify them, he argued. 

The suggestions of writing little and often struck a chord with me. An erstwhile colleague, 
Stephen Powell, had been using a weblog [2] in just this way. As part of his initial meanderings 
through the field of his own doctoral research he was then recording thoughts and findings on a 
fairly regular basis. 

We had been experimenting with the use of weblogs as reflective journals with students at NTU 
[3] – led by our learning and teaching co-ordinator and fellow ITTE member, Helen Boulton. I 
had begun to think that I should really return to this genre having let a previous less serious blog 
[4] lapse sometime earlier. 

If I were to use blogs as a reflective tool with students it would be good to know how it felt. 
Further, if I were to meet the deadline for getting a proposal accepted I needed to generate and 
clarify some ideas about my chosen topic Validity of assessment in ICT at 16. 

And so my PhD weblog [5] was born. I set my self the target of writing a little every day 
through December 2006 and January 2007. This would then lead naturally into the date when 
the proposal was being considered. Every day I read a little and wrote a little. Sometimes I read 
a lot, and wrote a little. Sometimes I even wrote a lot having read a little or nothing at all! 

As I threw words furiously at the screen I was obliged, by the Wordpress interface, to assign 
keywords to each entry. This was helping me map out my territory. In doing so I was also 
exposed to a tool that collected statistics about the viewing of, and linking to, my blog. Every 
day I got a little bit of satisfaction from knowing that other people were reading what I was 
writing – after all PhD theses aren’t often read by many. 

In amongst all of these stats were the search terms that had been put into Google (and other 
websites) and which had someone reading my blog. Over the days and weeks I noticed that 
these terms were beginning to develop into an alternative map of the concepts I was writing 
about. It was almost as if my keywords were like an autobiography and these were the 
biographies presented to me by many anonymous readers. 

At the end of the two months I decided to collate these two sets. The results were very 
interesting and may be seen in full in a particular post on my weblog [6]. To give a flavour of 
how this auto-generated set of concepts is helping me see what I am thinking, let’s consider my 
keyword ‘validity’. To date I have written nine posts that I have categorised with this word. The 
list of searches gives a much richer flavour. Included in the list for this concept are 



Information Technology in Teacher Education Spring 2007 No 55 

6 

• authentic assessment validity reliability 
• meaning of valid in assessments 
• shifting conceptions of validity 
• validity knowledge transfer vignette 

and many others. 

This set gives me an insight into what I might really be writing about. What is fascinating 
though is to type these searches myself into Google, Google Scholar or our libraries journal e-
search tool to see what other references are returned. Here is a way of widening my net and, 
hopefully, covering the domain more thoroughly. Rather than wandering through the labyrinth 
of ideas with only my single torch to guide me I now have a multitude of unknown guides 
leaving their footprints to help me find new paths of enquiry. 

References 
1. http://www.professionalandhigher.com/ 
2. http://www.stephenp.net 
3. http://www.iw2.co.uk/work/ntu/alt07.ppt (slides presented to the annual learning and teaching conference at 
NTU, March 2007). 
4. Now resurrected at http://adhocracy.wordpress.com 
5. http://petebradshaw.wordpress.com 
6. http://petebradshaw.wordpress.com/2007/02/01/developing-a-concept-map/ 

Weblog: http://petebradshaw.wordpress.com email: pete.bradshaw@ntu.ac.uk 

Visual literacy and painting with technology 
Janet Cooke and John Woollard, University of Southampton 

This small-scale piece of research looked at the way in which young children, 4 and 5 years old, 
used painting programs. It showed that, if designed well, children can remember activities 
associated with icons and become proficient in the use of software. Less well designed icons 
can impede ICT-based creativity and the development of ICT capability. It also showed the 
importance of integrating ICT activities in physical experiences to ensure that the relationships 
between icons, functions and “real” activities are appreciated. 

When a child paints, when a child draws and when a child pastes, they participate in Piagetian 
concrete activity. The activities are concrete because they are the combination of mental 
processing and physical activities. On the computer the situation is similar. The extent to which 
ICT-based painting, drawing and pasting are concrete activities is reflected in the way in which 
young children can learn and apply their learning with relatively little reinforcement. 

Our research work suggests that the icons associated with the computer activities of painting, 
drawing and pasting are remembered more easily than the verbal oral instructions and perhaps 
as easily as the practical objects themselves. The work therefore shows the importance of 
computer based painting both in the expressive and artistic development of the child and his or 
her computer awareness and computer skills education. An important principle when we use 
computers with young children is that we are not simply letting them paint or draw on the 
computer, but we are giving them experience of computing for its own sake. That experience 
develops their knowledge and understanding of computing processes thus securing their future 
ICT capability. As we will see, that capability is dependent upon and facilitated by the use of 
icons to represent both virtual and physical activities … 

For the full story, you will have to go to Mary Hayes book ICT in the Early Years. 
J.Woollard@soton.ac.uk 
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How were you introduced to computers in education? – Part 3 
Christina Preston, MirandaNet Fellowship 

(This article is part of a series of Christina’s personal critical encounters with ICT which she has kindly 
offered to the Newsletter. In September 1986 Christina had returned to start the Autumn term and with 
some degree of surprise found she had four IT slots on her timetable. Taking up the challenge she did that 
first piece of teaching and her account was published in the Summer 06 Newsletter as Critical Encounter 2. 
The final paragraph of that account becomes the opening paragraph of the Encounter given below. Given 
all our experiences and feelings are we sure that classroom practices some 20 years later have changed? 
Ed.) 

Critical Encounter 4: Changing practices 

In that computing laboratory my teaching style changed for ever. I was used to commanding a 
class from the front like a keynote speaker - I could tell a good tale to keep them in their seats. 
But because the cables had been laid round the edge of the room, the children had their backs to 
me and they were totally absorbed, on task, committed - they did not need me. It was a tough 
moment of truth. But faced by the pupils’ backs in that south London computer lab, I reoriented 
myself and became facilitator and a learner. 

We shared what we knew. The sight of children’s backs became a fact of teaching until Deryn 
Watson [1], pointed out that teaching methodology should take priority over technical 
convenience in the general scheme of things. Nowadays an IT manager will take far more care 
over computer groupings. Some schools have designed computer rooms with mushroom 
workstations, cabling coming through the centre of the mushroom. What makes the difference 
now, of course, is the laptops which do not dominate a small classroom and are portable enough 
for field trips. 

It was an exciting opportunity to explore the mechanics of good writing. After I had overcome 
the initial terror at teaching a subject I was not trained in, I discovered students empowered and 
enthused by working at their own pace. Each student was engaged in purposeful activity and I 
was free to sort out the real intellectual obstacles. The machine reinforcement freed me to give 
more individual attention to pupils who were self-motivated. Reorganising text and correction 
were easier on the screen. Publication opportunities made pupils more concerned about 
accuracy: a group of girls nearly come to blows over a full stop. This was the kind of 
commitment in the classroom we were all searching for. 

So the students and I did learn the niceties of word-processing as we needed them, compelled by 
the need to communicate in the most professional way possible. We were learning at our own 
pace. Student experts were emerging who were able to move the others on - new techniques 
spread like wild fire - soon we could all change fonts and sizes - check spelling - centre and 
justify. Jane Dorner [2] made a study of authors at this time which indicated that word-
processing had changed their style and approach to writing although this has been an incidental 
benefit of the professional pressure to use technology. 

This early experience of computers in the classroom was formative. I have never since been 
persuaded to 'teach' word processing skills. In contrast I have found that a publication purpose is 
a great spur to learning in context. In this context, I do object to education researchers who 
march children into a computer room for a limited amount of time and then conclude that word-
processing makes no difference to them. Imagine if we tried to draw the same conclusions after 
limiting their access to pencils for one afternoon. 

Computers serving special needs 

As a teacher I began to see computers as an indispensable tool for the most disadvantaged. 
Stephen Hawking, the great physicist, could not write or speak without his system nor operate 
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his 'smart house'. Chris Nolan won the Whitbread prize for his novel Under the Eye of the 
Clock. Not a prize for fiction written by the severely disabled, but an international prize in 
which his word processed novel won on its own merits. 

My greatest insight into the enabling power of the computer was when I was running the 
Computer Assisted Reading project in Croydon Local Education Authority. One reluctant 
reader maintained that there was a conspiracy by other pupils and teachers to pretend that the 
black squiggles on book pages meant something. When we supplied a computer for her she 
wanted to tell a story. A friend showed her how to key in the first word - THERE. 

She stared at it on the screen. 

“Print it out please,” she said. 

I was busy. 

"Shouldn't you write some more before we print?” I suggested. 

“Print it out please,” she insisted. 

The girl went to her exercise book and pointed to an unintelligible squiggle. The girl said, “That 
‘There’ printed is the same word as my written 'there’, isn't it?” Her teacher described the look 
of revelation on the girl’s face as the kind of expression that keeps a teacher going for another 
half term. In fact, the sort of expression that blesses a teacher’s vocation. 

The explanation for the girl’s joy was her new understanding. Her handwriting was so 
uncontrolled that she had never been able to make the connection between printed book and 
exercise book before. Interacting with the keyboard made all the difference to her perception of 
words. She became a normal reader. 

References 

1. Watson, D. (1987), Developing CAL: Computers in the Curriculum, London, Harper and Row. 

2. Jane Dorner – Technology and Writers, The British Library (1992) 

christina@mirandanet.ac.uk 
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A grand day out 
Alan Rodgers – Newman HE College 

As a new tutor to ITT ICT, I was cordially invited to become a member of ITTE as well as 
being eligible for the new tutor scheme. My first introduction to members of the Association 
was at the excellent conference at Canterbury. Part of the new tutor induction was to go to 
Canterbury a day early and be wined and dined by our leaders. It was a very pleasant meal and I 
got to meet the year’s other new tutors. I also enjoyed the puddings! After that, not even the 
seagulls kept me awake (and boy could those seagulls make themselves heard). How anyone 
gets any sleep by the sea is beyond me. 

As part of the new tutor scheme, we are encouraged to 
visit another establishment and gain an insight in how the 
other half live. I teamed up with Richard Vickery, so off 
to Liverpool John Moores University I went on what 
seemed like the coldest day in the spring. There I was 
given a very warm welcome. 

First stop was one of the ICT rooms. It was interesting to 
see an alternative setup to what I experience at Newman 
College. This also provided a chance to meet other ICT 
staff. 

When I met Richard at last year’s conference we shared 
our enthusiasms, his for PDAs and mine for collecting weather data. Remembering this, 
Richard took me to see Dr. Tim Scott who is in charge of Outdoor Education. He has an 
impressive array of weather instruments. One setup is on the roof and feeds onto the web. (My 
more modest contribution to the sharing of weather data is on the Teacher Resource Exchange.) 

Richard with his keen interest in the use of PDAs, kindly gave me lots of advice about how they 
might be used. As Richard knows, I am seriously thinking about using one to record weather 
data collected in the field. 

As I also teach Design and Technology as well as ICT, I was shown around the D & T 
department. What an amazing amount of kit they have, room after room of tools and machines. 
This signifies that as a University they do a large numbers of courses in this subject. My more 
modest provision covers what I need at Newman for the training of Primary and KS3 teachers. 
However as I have just finished spending a large sum of money improving the ICT facilities for 
D & T, watch this space Newman students as you will be impressed! 

In all respects I had a really good day and was made very welcome by the department - they 
even took me out to lunch. As I went on the train home across the country back to the Midlands 
I reflected on what a good idea the New Tutors project is and I hope the other ‘newies’ gained 
as much from the scheme as I did. 

Look out for Richard’s report when he visits Newman HE College in the summer term. 
(In answer to the question in Newsletter 54 ‘Who took the group picture?’ at Canterbury, it was of course 
me.) 

(Using good old ‘cut and paste’ – into a prearranged gap. – Ed.) 

alanrodgers@cirrus.me.uk 

A joint photo (I’m on the left) 
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Peer support for tutors 
Margaret Danby, Project Manager, ITTE Subject Resource Network (ICT) 

Peer support works just as well for tutors as it does for students! Colleagues are a mine of useful 
information and associations like ITTE provide valuable opportunities for networking beyond 
your own institution. But sometimes, these just aren’t enough. Colleagues don’t necessarily 
understand the demands of your courses and even using email links it can take too long to find 
the information you need. If you are new to initial teacher education you may not know to 
whom you could turn. 

The annual ITTE Conference is valued by members for the opportunities it provides to share 
experiences and follow up areas of common interest with colleagues. To help new tutors gain 
from this opportunity to join the network and get to know people, ITTE will pay the conference 
fees for new tutors who have been in post less than two years. 

Attending a conference can be quite a daunting prospect if you know hardly anyone there, 
especially if you still have concerns about aspects of your role when everyone else seems so 
confident and experienced. Each year a free Induction Programme runs alongside the conference 
and gives new tutors an opportunity to: 

• Discuss matters of concern confidentially with other new tutors and an experienced ICT 
tutor (the programme is flexible to take account of participants needs) 

• Meet the conference organiser and find out how the ITTE Conference works and the key 
sessions and speakers to look out for 

• Be introduced to ITTE conference delegates to “break the ice” and help you network 
with colleagues 

• Find out how other tutors are dealing with current issues in ICT teacher training 
• Learn about publishing opportunities with ITTE, both formal and informal 
• Follow up areas of personal interest. 

The Conference and Induction Programme take place in July each year and for some new tutors 
that is several months after they take up their post. Help is available at all times through the ict-
tutors website: www.ict-tutors.co.uk. The site doesn’t set out to provide all the answers but 
gives the ‘golden nuggets’ of what an ICT tutor needs to know and do, drawn from the 
experience of expert ICT teacher trainers. So that personal areas of need or interest can be 
followed up, it also provides links to relevant resources, key sources of additional information 
and examples of materials currently in use. 

The website was originally developed by the IT Network for specialist ICT secondary tutors 
who were new to initial teacher education. Since October 2006 ITTE has taken on the 
management of the site, with funding from TDA, and the brief has changed to include primary 
tutors, although the focus is still on ICT as a subject. TDA also funds all other major curriculum 
subjects to conduct similar projects. These projects are called Subject Resource Networks and 
reflect the fact that the websites developed contain much information that is also of value to 
experienced tutors and trainee teachers. 

But that’s not all. Further support is available for those tutors that want it through a closed email 
group for new tutors and a mentorship scheme, whereby new tutors are matched with an 
experienced tutor who is teaching similar courses or has similar interests. 

Information about all aspects of the support ITTE provides through the Subject Resource 
Network is available in the Support section of the website. If you are interested in using any of 
these support services, or finding out more about the project, please contact the project 
manager. 

http://www.ict-tutors.co.uk/
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The 2007 Induction Programme and Annual ITTE Conference will soon be upon us. If you are a 
new tutor and would like to participate in these sponsored activities, please contact the project 
manager asap. 

Website: www.ict-tutors.co.uk 

danby@soteme.freeserve.co.uk 

Research Seminar 2008 
Extracted from an e-mail from a ‘friend’: 

 “Dear Libby 

Thanks so much for an excellent seminar as usual. I hope you go on organising them for years 
and years to come.” 

Years and Years? I am already planning for my retirement, but … oh! go on then! I’ll do 
another NEXT YEAR … 

Just letting you know … 

The 10th ITTE Research Seminar 
will be held on 

Friday 28th & Saturday 29th November 2008 
as usual at the sumptuous venue of 

The Møller Centre, Churchill College, Cambridge. 
 

A First from Cambridge (I always wanted to say that!). 
Alison Hramiak, Sheffield Hallam University 

(Written 8th March on a train coming back from a TDA meeting.) 

I promised Libby an article so here goes – my reflections on my first time at the Cambridge 
Research Seminar. 

Great people – as always – it never feels like work. 
It now feels like spending time with friends. 

Great talks – it felt like being back on my EdD at 
Sheffield University, with time to listen and to 
think about education and the theories and research 
behind it, and behind what we do. I really enjoyed 
just sitting back and hearing what others had to say, 
I learnt some maths, have had my choice of 
educational theories verified, and made a very 
useful contact in Charles whose paper on 
assessment has helped me tremendously back at 
Hallam. 

Great venue – I will bring trainers next time to try and run off all the food I know I am going to 

Snowed under at the Møller Centre 
 before the Seminar 

http://www.ict-tutors.co.uk/
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eat when I get there. I’ve also managed to book my son Mikey a place at Cambridge (great 
system via Libby) for 2015. 

I was a bit nervous, as, having volunteered to give a talk, and then having listened to those 
fabulous speakers on before me, I felt more than a little overwhelmed, and more than a little out 
of place with my non theoretical account of the research into the use of wikiis I was about to 
present. The audience, however , were appreciative and kind and even David didn’t heckle me. 

The whole experience has boosted my confidence with 
respect to publishing papers (despite yet another 
rejection of my conference abstract from BERA even 
though I followed all Avril’s advice) I am going to 
keep at it despite these set backs as I really think it’s 
worth it – for me and my students. It’s great to know 
others get these set backs too and great to know every 
one thins that it is very hard work this publishing thing. 
Great – no really – it was great. (I could use the 
thesaurus but I’m not going to). It was great to see old 
friends and to catch up with them – lovely to see you 
Bridget, and good to catch up with Helena, David and 
many more. 

And such benefits – Graham is going to insist Hallam 
get me a laptop – Apple please Graham. 

I had fun competing with Peter T for sweets to take home for the kids – it’s a given in our house 
that I bring back consumables from wherever I go. I could not get over the amount and range of 
sustenance that were continually available – I wouldn’t want to live there (or would I?) 

So it was…great. 

See you all at Leicester. 
A.Hramiak@shu.ac.uk 

 
GET A LIFE - Peter Twining demonstrates his 

 'Second Life' island to colleagues 
 in the bar at the Moller Centre 
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Contributors to Work in Progress Paper Sessions at the 
 9th ITTE Research Seminar February 2007 

Name Institution Work in Progress Paper Title 

Bronya Calderon MMU ICT in Informal Learning Environments 

Deirdre Cook & 
Peter Twining  

OU Educational change and ICT 

Helena Gillespie UEA The Media, Teachers and Technology �  the debate continues 

Sara Hennessy 
&Rosemary Deaney  

Cambridge Designing a DVD-ROM to support reflection on classroom practice 
with interactive whiteboards in history 

Alison Hramiak  Sheffield The Use of Wikkis and Blogs on PGCE courses 

Steve Kennewell SCHIE From problem-solver to role-player: a change of perspective in 
analysing the IWB phenomenon 

Franc Potter  Edgehill The Electronic/Interactive Whiteboard: an attempt to identify its 
added value 

Christina Preston MirandaNet Teachers mastering ICT concepts: multi-modal mapping as an 
assessment tool 

Mike Quickfall  Edinburgh ICT and changing practice in Teacher Training in Macedonia 

Chris Shelton Chichester Teacher and Technician – how student teachers support their mentors 
with ICT 

Keith Turvey & 
Rosie Robinson 

Brighton A situated approach to learning about collaborative online tools in 
initial teacher education; what could be some of the gains or losses 
with regards to the development of student teachers' pedagogical 
content knowledge? 

Peter Twining OU Schome Update and an Introduction to Second Life  

Geoff White Bath Spa ICT Examinations at Key Stage 4 – the role of coursework in Britain 
and Malta 

Mary Webb King’s London What is the relationship between ICT and assessment for learning in 
the development of pedagogy? 

John Woollard Southampton e-safety in ITT: Jenny’s Story and Know IT All 

Michael Hammond 
& John Woollard 

Warwick 
Southampton 

Voices project: what do our experiences of developing ICT in 
education tell us? Part 1 

Vicky Cartwright, 
David Benzie & 
(Sarah Younie) 

Warwick 
St Mark & St John 

De Montfort 

Voices project: what do our experiences of developing ICT in 
education tell us? Part 2 

(Pete Bradshaw) 
indisposed 

Nottingham Trent Assessment of ICT at 16: its validity and relationship to students’ 
formal and informal learning 
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One view over the Liffey: CAL 07 Dublin 
Helena Gillespie, University of East Anglia and Bob Fox, University of Worcester 

(The previous Newsletter contained an account of a recent IFIP conference that some ITTE members had 
attended, along with the abstracts of the papers they had presented. Following the suggestion of making 
this small “research corner” a regular feature, this article gives a conference report and abstracts of ITTE 
members contributions from CAL 07. Thanks to Chris Shelton and Bridget Somekh for their abstracts. – 
Ed.) 

The theme of this year’s CAL conference was Development, Disruption and Debate. This was 
much in evidence throughout the conference, and not just as result of inevitable technology 
failures for some unfortunate speakers. The conference began with a debate, chaired by Angela 
McFarlane, between Rose Luckin and Langdon Winner giving a kick start to the idea of 
disruption. It is tempting to characterize them as (respectively) evangelical and sceptical. 
However this would do a disservice to the issues they uncovered in the opening debate which 
centered on developing a model or design for successful learning technologies. 

Some projects presented had clearly managed to disrupt the usual patterns of education such as 
Avril Loveless’ project in creating video with young people and student teachers. The work lead 
by Becta and collaborators on Web 2.0 is another example. More potential disruption was found 
in the effect that e-assessment could have on education systems. The metaphor for the Monday 
afternoon symposium on e-assessment was ‘Instructivist wolves in constructivist sheep’s 
clothing’. This is a poignant metaphor given the question raised by many speakers and 
delegates, whether being given technology is empowering to the learner or a method a 
pedagogical control. 

The second day keynote pushed our thinking wider not only in terms of technologies but in 
terms of the under world as Astrid Dufborg and David Carvallo talked about education in the 
developing world and the role of ICT in this. Both speakers emphasized the need for practical 
advice and support for such projects which reflects the needs in the country rather than 
imposing a pre-conceived idea of education. In the debate which followed, ideas of disrupting 
the educational status quo surfaced again. 

Diverse sessions on video making, blogging and other virtual learning opportunities examined 
how creative approaches to learning can be disruptive of existing pedagogies where self 
motivated learning and peer support take projects in unexpected directions. Debate between 
teaches and learners was a recurrent theme. 

After an evening of development (of drinking muscles) and some disruption on the dance-floor 
at the Guinness Storehouse on Tuesday evening, Wednesday morning came round too soon! 
Lively sessions about gaming, mobile technologies and design of resources kick started the 
ideas once more with reflections on ways in which technologies can disrupt (in a positive way) 
the learner and teacher interface. One idea which recurred was the distance at which participants 
in a learning environment sometimes work. This can be a physical distance but also might be a 
distance created by understandings and expectations. 

There seemed to be a consensus at this conference that current modes of teaching, learning and 
schools themselves could and should be transformed by technological affordances now 
available. But somehow in practice this never seems to happen. For ‘early adopters’ of 
technology, like many people at this conference, it’s frustrating! 

Throughout the conference presentations, were limited to 20 minutes including questions. This 
has benefits, in that it was possible to attend 32 different sessions (not including keynotes and 
poster sessions). However the disadvantage is that there was often insufficient time to do justice 
to the range of complex and exciting ideas on offer. This is no doubt due to the pressure on all 
of us to present at conferences of this type. 
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I hope for those unable to attend CAL 07 this gives flavour of the conference, although it is hard 
for one person to capture such a diverse event. For those who were there, I wonder it your 
interpretations were similar to mine? Memories seem a little clouded by the Guinness…. 

More information about the conference can be found at: www.cal.conference.elsevier-com 
h.gillespie@uea.ac.uk  b.fox@worc.ac.uk 

Chris’ Abstract: 
Peer Learning and Creativity in Science Teacher Education: 
Viv Palmer, Chris Shelton, Duncan Reave; University of Chichester 

A crucial element of primary science teacher preparation is the development of subject 
knowledge and understanding. Initial teacher education programmes aim to increase student 
teachers’ breadth of understanding and confidence in science and also to discover and challenge 
their existing misconceptions. In particular, programmes have explored ways to take full 
advantage of the existing scientific knowledge and skills of their students to enable them to 
support their peers and to develop an investigational approach to learning. 

In this paper, we consider the impact of the ‘One Minute Wonders’ project on the development 
of scientific subject knowledge and explore how the creative process of constructing concise 
digital video clips has enhanced or constrained student learning. 

The project, supported by funding from the Training and Development Agency for Schools, has 
attempted to make use of the diverse and often impressive talents and experience that our 
students bring to University. Students worked in self-selected peer groups to create and edit a 
video clip, no longer than a minute in length, which could illustrate the group’s understanding 
of a particular scientific concept. The completed clips were then shown to the other groups and 
also made available online. Using a range of methods including analysis of the student’s work, 
observations, questionnaires and semi-structured interviews, the authors have begun to explore 
the impact of the activity. 

Initial findings suggest that students have engaged creatively with the activity and have 
demonstrated a range of different approaches to the communication of scientific knowledge and 
to the application of technology. A number of students also exhibited a strong emotional 
response to the activity. 

Of particular interest to the authors is the influence of the technology on the process and the 
extent to which the challenge of learning to use the video-making technology might interfere 
with the learning of science. 

c.shelton@chi.ac.uk 

Bridget’s Abstract: 
How education systems are emasculating technology: in defence of teachers as innovators 
Bridget Somekh, Manchester Metropolitan University 

Much of the research on teachers’ use of ICT in their teaching describes low levels of usage and 
minimal pedagogical change, and focuses analysis on the reasons for teachers’ ‘resistance’. 
Governments continue to spend money on more recent and more powerful hardware and, when 
the expected results do not materialise, evaluators lay the failure at the door of teachers and urge 
more ‘training’. In this paper I explore an alternative analysis. Rather than teachers being 
somehow to blame for the lack of pedagogical transformation when ICT is introduced, I argue 
that the failure lies with both policy-makers and evaluators who have little understanding of the 
process of technological innovation. Drawing on socio-cultural theory, in particular the insights 
it offers to the co-constructed, cultural-historical nature of social practices and the mediating 

http://www.cal.conference.elsevier-com/


Information Technology in Teacher Education Spring 2007 No 55 

16 

role tools play in their development, I argue that radical structural changes to education systems 
and schools are needed if schooling is to be transformed (disrupted) by ICT. In adopting this 
approach I am drawing on the insights of a number of other researchers (eg Cole 1996; Saljo 
1999). My argument is that the legislative frameworks and organisational structures of 
schooling often make it impossible for ICT tools to be explored and appropriated pedagogically. 
They severely constrain teachers’ agency, because they are in effect cultural tools that mediate 
pedagogies of blackboard and chalk. They re-inscribe teachers’ traditional beliefs. Digital 
technologies are being emasculated by education systems, policies and practices developed for 
an age when the available technologies included only books, blackboards, chalk and the 
knowledge, ingenuity and versatility of teachers. Education systems can be understood as 
outdated infrastructures resisting inevitable change. As (McLuhan 1964), p.379 says: 
‘Continued in their present pattern of fragmented unrelation, our school curricula will insure a 
citizenry unable to understand the cybernated world in which they live.’ 

References 
Alexander, R. (2000). Culture and Pedagogy: International Comparisons in Primary Education. Malden MA and 
Oxford, Blackwell Publishing. 

Cole, M. (1996). Cultural Psychology: a once and future discipline. Cambridge MA and London UK, The Belknap 
Press of Harvard University Press. 

McLuhan, M. (1964). Understanding Media. London and New York, Routledge and Kegan Paul. 

Saljo, R. (1999). Learning as the use of tools: a sociocultural perspective on the human-technology link. Learning 
with Computers. K. Littleton and Light, P. London and New York, Routledge. 

b.somekh@mmu.ac.uk 

Announcement 

Congratulations to Sarah and Tom Moore on the birth of their daughter 

 Eleanor Rose on February 14th. 

 

Eleanor has a big brother Benjamin whose arrival was announced ten Newsletters ago. 

Mum is, of course, known to us as Sarah Younie. 
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Technology, Pedagogy and Education: Journal Update Autumn 2006 
Avril Loveless, General Editor 

Special issue of Technology, Pedagogy and Education: Volume 17 2008 

Issue theme: Technology & education – glimpses of the wider picture 

Rationale: 

Educational technology has long attracted the attention of social science researchers working 
outside the traditional concerns of applied education research. Sociologists, policy analysts, 
philosophers, economists, geographers and media & communications researchers have all 
produced detailed and insightful analyses of technology and education which nevertheless have 
often passed ‘under the radar’ of education journals. 

This special issue of Technology, Pedagogy & Education seeks to celebrate this diversity of 
perspectives by show-casing a range of work which concentrates on some of the wider issues 
surrounding education and technology. Contributions are therefore sought on: 

• The sociology of education and technology: e.g. issues of power, culture, inequality 
and/or identity; 

• The politics and policies of education and technology; 
• Geographies of education and technology: e.g. issues of physical/virtual space and place; 
• Philosophical perspectives on technology and education; 
• Media and cultural studies of education technology: e.g. the production and 

consumption of education technologies, audience analyses; 
• The economics of education and technology. 

Whilst all forms of analysis are welcome, empirical contributions are especially welcome from 
researchers working beyond the usual survey or case study approaches – in particular articles 
working with ethnographic, documentary, visual or secondary data sets. 

The special issue will be guest edited by Neil Selwyn and it is anticipated that there will be 
space for up to 8 contributions of up to 6000 words each. The editor welcomes contributions 
from those at early stages of their career as well as those who are more established. All 
manuscripts will be subject to the normal refereeing process, but potential authors are welcome 
to discuss their ideas in advance – email selwynnc@cardiff.ac.uk 

Opening date for submissions: Monday 4th September 2006 

Closing date for final submissions: Monday 3rd December 2007 

Note on the guest editor 

Neil Selwyn is a senior lecturer at Cardiff School of Social Sciences. He is the author of over 
150 articles and four books on technology, society and education. This special issue of TPE 
would be his second edited special issue. In 2003 he guest edited a special issue of the Welsh 
Journal of Education on the theme of Technology, Education & Society. This ran to printing 
schedule and required length, featuring articles from North America, Australia, France and the 
UK. 

A.M.Loveless@brighton.ac.uk 
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The TDA have several copies of the Interactive Whiteboard CDs left 
 currently stored at the University of Hull. 

 

Contact the TDA (Lya Noon or Shamina Begum at tda.gov.uk) if you would like some 
 – or pick some up at the ITTE Summer Conference. 

 

 

UK's first online teacher training programme 
iTeach, the UK's first fully online teacher training programme, went live on Monday 16th April 
2007 and will combat the shortage of maths, physics and chemistry teachers. 

iTeach will be delivered by one of the UK's leading providers of teacher education, Canterbury 
Christ Church University, in partnership with the largest provider of primary teacher education 
in Ireland, Hibernia College, who are specialists in online learning programmes. It has been 
specially commissioned by the Training and Development Agency (TDA) to enable potential 
teachers to study flexibly whilst they work in schools or other settings as they prepare for a 
career change or extension. 

Further Information: http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/news/newsRelease.asp?newsPk=844 
iTeach website: www.iteach.ac.uk 
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ITTE Committee Members 2006-2007 
Richard Bennett Elected 2004 - 2007 University of Chester  

Ken Bingham Elected 2005-2008 University of Cambridge 

Pete Bradshaw Elected 2006 - 2009 Nottingham Trent University 

Babs Dore Secretary University of Northampton 

Tony Fisher Past Chair University of Nottingham 

Bob Fox Elected 2004 - 2007 University of Worcester 

Helena Gillespie Elected 2006 - 2009 University of East Anglia 

Chris Higgins Treasurer Oxford Brookes University 

Libby Jared Visitor (Newsletter) University of Cambridge 

Graham Jarvis Chair Trinity and All Saints College, Leeds 

Tony van der Kuyl Elected 2005 - 2008 SITC, University of Edinburgh 

David Longman Co-opted University of Wales Newport 

Avril Loveless Visitor (Editor TPE) Brighton University 

John Potter Elected 2006 - 2009 Goldsmiths (University of London) 

Ken Powell Elected 2004 - 2007 Canterbury Christ Church University 

Sarah Younie Vice Chair De Montfort University 
 

New on the bookshelf 
Neil Stanley, Liverpool John Moores University 

I read Magnus Mills’ latest Explorers of the 
new century (Bloomsbury) between Euston 
and Warrington on a fast Pendolino service. 
It’s his usual format of a parable but 
enjoyable in its own right. 

Fluffy by Simone Lia (Jonathan Cape) is a 
graphic novel about a baby rabbit who 
thinks he has a human father – it’s had lots 
of coverage in the press. Another quick but 
amusing read. 

At BETT I picked up two new Futurelab 
Publications – Learner Voice and 
Handhelds. As expected, these are useful 
publications designed to get you thinking. 

Niall O’Dochartaigh’s Internet Research 
Skills (Sage) appears to be a revisit to his 
Internet Research Handbook (2002), not a 
bad idea as the internet has changed greatly 
in the last 5 years. It seems to provide a 
useful and coherent approach – pity that the 
headings and page header is in courier 

(looks like the typesetter hardware didn’t 
have the font they’d selected!). 

Paul Dix has a new volume, Taking Care of 
Behaviour (Pearson Longman). This 
includes a CD of the templates used in the 
text. As expected this is a practical 
approach to the issues of classroom 
management and delivers in short sections 
which could be easily referred to if a trainee 
has a particular focus they need to work on. 

The names on the cover of Learning and 
Teaching with Virtual Learning 
Environments (Learning Matters) – 
Gillespie, Boulton, Hramiak and 
Williamson do look a little familiar. VLEs 
are something that we and our trainees are 
having to live with and this book provides 
trainees and teachers with a useful overview 
of the issues and strategies for working. 

Worryingly the collection of light reading 
I’ve picked up recently seems to be all on 
Richard & Judy’s list. However I also 
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bought Frank McCourt’s Teacher Man 
(Harper) and I close with some quotations 
from this: 

On being asked about why he hadn’t 
published until he was 66, 

“So what took you so long? 

“I was teaching, that’s what took me so 
long. Not in a college or university, where 
you have all the time in the world for 
writing and other diversions, but in four 
different New York City public high schools 
(I have read novels about the lives of 
university professors where they seemed to 

be so busy with adultery and academic 
infighting you wonder where they found 
time to squeeze in a little teaching.)” (p3) 

“You think you’ll walk into the classroom, 
stand a moment, wait for silence. Watch 
while they open notebooks and click pens, 
tell them your name, write it on the board, 
proceed to teach. … 

“You hope they’ll want to say something. 
You don’t want them to sit gawking while 
you struggle to keep a lesson alive.” (p5) 

 

n.r.stanley@livjm.ac.uk 

Web Wanderings 
Neil Stanley, Liverpool John Moores University 

You’ve seen the posters, now visit the 
website: 
http://www.scandfish.com/. 

And while we’re on clipart there’s a library 
at: 
http://school.discovery.com/ 

Trying to encourage better web searching? 
Then 
http://www.vts.intute.ac.uk/he/tutorial/educatio
n 
may be of assistance. 

I’m always on the look out for good sites on 
learning and thinking: 
http://www.kurwongbss.qld.edu.au/thinking/thi
nking.htm 
is a real Russian doll of resources; 

http://www.sflqi.org.uk/llu+/teachingmaterials/
index.htm 
seems a well ordered set of resources from 
the LSC; whilst 
http://www.teacherstoolbox.co.uk/document_do
wnloads.html 
has documents originally to support 
Cambridge Examinations (explore this site 
for some interesting videos). 

Trying to get your trainees away from 
doughnut charts, then 
http://www.andypope.info/charts.htm 

may help. On the other hand you may just 
want to make your data in PowerPoint look 
more fun. 

I’m on a mission to get people to use styles, 
even if they then don’t use them stylishly, 
and found this guide 
http://www.alucida.com.au/thinking/th_wp03_S
tylesMSWord.htm 

I’d be interested if you have a simple 
tutorial that might help my quest. 

The assessment reform group has regained 
its own url: 
http://www.assessment-reform-group.org/ 

Weather watching colleagues may be 
interested in 
http://www.staff.ljmu.ac.uk/olftstot/marshweath
er/Current_Vantage_Pro.htm 
This site is maintained by a colleague at 
work and shows the current weather 
conditions in Liverpool. I think a few sites 
like this exist – perhaps they could be 
collated for the ICT-Tutors website? 

Free display materials for primary contexts: 
http://www.instantdisplay.co.uk/free.htm 

Free software here: 
http://www.xemico.com/adc/ 

http://www.scandfish.com/
http://school.discovery.com/
http://www.vts.intute.ac.uk/he/tutorial/education
http://www.vts.intute.ac.uk/he/tutorial/education
http://www.kurwongbss.qld.edu.au/thinking/thinking.htm
http://www.kurwongbss.qld.edu.au/thinking/thinking.htm
http://www.sflqi.org.uk/llu+/teachingmaterials/index.htm
http://www.sflqi.org.uk/llu+/teachingmaterials/index.htm
http://www.teacherstoolbox.co.uk/document_downloads.html
http://www.teacherstoolbox.co.uk/document_downloads.html
http://www.andypope.info/charts.htm
http://www.alucida.com.au/thinking/th_wp03_StylesMSWord.htm
http://www.alucida.com.au/thinking/th_wp03_StylesMSWord.htm
http://www.assessment-reform-group.org/
http://www.staff.ljmu.ac.uk/olftstot/marshweather/Current_Vantage_Pro.htm
http://www.staff.ljmu.ac.uk/olftstot/marshweather/Current_Vantage_Pro.htm
http://www.instantdisplay.co.uk/free.htm
http://www.xemico.com/adc/
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is a useful Windows application that 
displays your Outlook appointments on your 
desktop. If you’ve managed to double up 
your Outlook appointments (easily done 
after a PDA crash) then 
http://www.rundell.org.uk/ 
will link you to a duplicates remover. 

I may have mentioned 
http://www.nicocuppen.com/download.php 
and the free photocopier software before but 
a new version is available (add a PDF 
printer driver such as 
http://sourceforge.net/projects/pdfcreator/ 
and you’ve a scan-to-PDF solution). 

One of my trainees is very excited about 
Wink 
http://www.debugmode.com/wink/ 
a free tool for making instructional 
sequences (Maybe if you use it you could 
write about it for a future newsletter). 

I don’t really follow blogs but 
http://ict-grump.blogspot.com/ 
may interest. 

This edition’s silly item is 
http://www.eblong.com/zarf/periodic/ 
the more you look at it the more silliness 
you find! 
 

n.r.stanley@livjm.ac.uk 

http://www.rundell.org.uk/
http://www.nicocuppen.com/download.php
http://sourceforge.net/projects/pdfcreator/
http://www.debugmode.com/wink/
http://ict-grump.blogspot.com/
http://www.eblong.com/zarf/periodic/
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Endpiece : My First Experience 
Reg Eyre 

Dear Libby, 

As a mathematician, I understand the empty set too well and what it means to a newsletter editor. Since 
retirement, I have agreed to become the village newsletter editor, ridden a motorcycle around New Zealand 
for 12 weeks and written my book about riding old motorcycles. 

I had a phone call from a fellow motorcyclist last November inviting me to ride his 1900 De Dion Tricycle 
on the London to Brighton Pioneer Run which I hastily accepted. 

I have now ridden this beast, no clutch, gears, brakes, poor steering and little stability and felt again what 
it was like to be a ‘beginner’. 

Your email reminded me of the days when we put teacher ‘beginners’ on computers for the first time. 
Colleagues Jon Coupland and Les Watson explained these teachers’ experience as a ‘Whoosh’ factor and 
Jon put a picture of a rocket taking-off into his presentation to show what it meant for these teachers. 

My experience of the primitive De Dion reminded me forcibly of their experience and I attach a copy of my 
thoughts on the old machine and invite others to describe their first time on a computer. I cannot do this 
since I have a poor recall system and unless thoughts are written down within an hour, I forget these 
important moments. 

Yours truly 

Reg 

Can you remember your first time? Did you feel awe, wonder, bravo, fear, anticipation? There, in front 
of you, stands the machine that will transport you around the countryside allowing you the freedom to 
roam as well as to travel long distances. It may have been delivered to you or you wheeled it home from 
the seller who started it and ran it nonchalantly along the road in front of you. How difficult can it be to 
ride a motorised machine for the first time? 

I received a telephone call last November asking if I would like to ride in the Pioneer Run and be part of 
‘Team Brio’. I am reasonably experienced at riding early motorised bicycles, for example, 1902 
Motosacoche, 1902 Clement as well as several veterans so this should not be a problem. John Marsh 
was offering me the chance to ride a 1900 De Dion engined tricycle which has a similar engine to the 
1903 Large that I rode last season so I felt that I already understood the motor part of the tricycle. He 
had decided not to ride because of a knee problem which he hopes to interest the NHS in sorting out 
soon. 

We agreed to let most of the winter pass so that John could have his holiday and then aim to catch up on 
his business, which is important if you are self-employed as he is. 

I first saw the mighty machine in February when we pulled it out from its parking place, put it on its 
starting stand, checked the vital fluids and sparks and started it. This is done prior to each run to warm 
the engine and as a check that all is well. The rider clambers aboard, which is not easy because the 
saddle is also raised by a few inches because of the stand and throwing a leg over the saddle means 
clearing the enlarged petrol, oil and water cylindrical tank mounted across the back of the large bicycle 
saddle as well as clearing the mudguards that stick out at the rear. One cannot contemplate just 
straddling the top tube because of the several levers that stick upward from this tube. Remembering to 
connect the battery, one pedals and then disengages the exhaust valve lever, on the top tube, whereupon 
the motor starts in a loud threatening manner by running fast. Attempts to alter the fast running by 
moving the air, fuel or timing levers on the top tube appear to have little, if any, effect. The machine 
rumbles with both rear wheels rotating, no clutch or gears to worry about, and all the operating parts 
exposed so that one can admire the contact make/break system, the huge carburettor and the crude 
oiling system. 

This visit to John to start the machine and get a feel for the peculiarities of its operation went well but 
we did not take it out because of the heavy rainfall. Instead John told me of its origins and how he 
acquired it. He also pointed me to the writings of S.F.Edge and Charles Jarrott who both wrote about 
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their early motoring experiences from 1895 to 1905, (anyone have a copy that I can buy?) It is of 
interest that Jarrott bought an early De Dion tricycle to take part in the ill-fated 1903 Paris to Madrid 
race which the Large had also taken part in. 

Most of the early motorised bicycles that I have ridden had some of the engine controls on the 
handlebars and I expressed concern that having all the controls between my legs was going to be a new 
experience. 

We met again later in February to sort out insurances on John’s machine and my van as well as taking 
the De Dion to the MoT station. 

The first actual ride was set up for early March. The warning omens for the Tuesday planned ride were 
in the form of 24 hours wind and rain with few people getting a good night’s sleep. John had already got 
the machine out of its hiding place and checked the vitals. We put the starting stand under the rear 
wheels and after some persuading with carb cleaner fluid we had a roaring engine warming up nicely 
but still with the top tube levers failing to have any effect. The engine was stopped and we pushed the 
machine up the steep stony drive to the road. “Just sit on the saddle and roll down the road to the 
T-junction,” said John. On I got and started to roll the 20 yards downhill when I began to wonder what 
on earth was happening. The machine seemed determined to bury itself in the hedge. No amount of 
body lean helped when John’s words came back to me, “You have to steer using the handlebars!” As I 
pulled the bars the whole plot felt very unstable and top heavy. The brakes had little effect on the speed 
or control and so I wobbled along to take the sharp right hander and stop in the lay-by to wait for John. 
Remembering to switch on the ignition, I pedalled for a few yards and dropped the valve lifter. As the 
engine started, all hell seemed to break out. The front wheel went very light and was bouncing in time 
with the engine firing and was heading for the verge at a too fast rate of knots. I did actually have the 
left rear wheel up on the greasy grass bank before I managed to pull the steering to the right. After a 
frightening 120 yards I stopped the motor using the ignition kill switch in the middle of the handlebars 
and came to a juddering halt because I had not used the valve lifter before stopping. I pushed the 
machine around a u-turn in the road, re-started and made a slightly better job of starting, steering and 
returning to John who did not say “Get off immediately, you incompetent …” Instead I set off again and 
went a bit further, realising that I had to use my body weight over the front wheel to balance the excess 
weight of the motor behind the rear axle. The extra weight over the front wheel helps the steering but 
the bounding enthusiasm of the motor is such that starting is still going to cause consternation every 
time I start from stationary. This riding lesson was only about proceeding ‘gently’ along a lane. I had 
decided that corners were for another day! 

The power from the engine is daunting considering that the De Dion motor is only about 350cc and uses 
an automatic inlet valve. 

I hope I have conveyed the similarity that a learner motorcyclist has when attempting the first ride. We 
experienced riders stand back and comment that it is not difficult and a few practice sessions will soon 
sort any riding problems. Imagine the experiences of the pioneer motorcyclist of 1900 who collects his 
machine from the local railway station and has to have these kinds of experiences with the added 
complications of dirt roads, frightened horses and people, unhelpful and ignorant police officers and no-
one around to give helpful and comforting advice. 

reg@eyre.co.uk 

mailto:reg@eyre.co.uk
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Endpiece 2 
What follows is an e-mail message from Babs Dore (who, as membership secretary, prints out 
the set of address labels for the newsletter mailing) to newsletter editor. 

 “Labels will be done sometime tomorrow - have had connection problems which still aren't 
sorted out so got thoroughly techno-phobic for a few days. At the moment I'm reduced to 
working on my laptop via a neighbour's wireless connection. For some obscure reason our 
broadband only appears to work if you run the washing machine a few cycles - don't scoff - it's 
bizarre but true.” 

Do not forget … 

ITTE Summer Conference 2007 
will be held on 

Wednesday 11th to Friday 13th July 2007 
hosted by 

University of Leicester 

 

for booking visit the ITTE website (www.itte.org.uk) and follow the conference’s link 
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