
Information Technology 
in Teacher Education 

 Autumn 2008 No 60 
 http://www.itte.org.uk ISSN 1362-9433 

The Newsletter of the Association for 
Information Technology in Teacher Education 

  

 

Contents 

From the Chair ..............................................................................2 
Editorial .........................................................................................3 
Learning on the Move ...................................................................4 
ePortfolios - a beginning ...............................................................6 
Ten million times mathematics .....................................................9 
New ICT Tutors reflections on ITTE 08.....................................11 
Opportunities for new ICT Tutors ..............................................16 
ICT Education discussion at BERA 2008 ..................................17 
In the hot seat ..............................................................................18 
dICTatEd questionnaire ..............................................................20 
TTRB Roadshow..........................................................................21 
TPE Update..................................................................................22 
New on the bookshelf...................................................................22 
Web Wanderings..........................................................................24 
ITTE matters................................................................................26 
Endpiece.......................................................................................27 
 

The Famous Five visit Julie at the BBC 

 

Please circulate to: 



Information Technology in Teacher Education Autumn 2008 No 60 

2 

From the Chair 
Sarah Younie 

Welcome to the Autumn Newsletter; it is a pleasure to be writing 
this as the ITTE Research Seminar in Cambridge gets under way. 
We have much to celebrate in terms of ITTE activity this term.  

The IT Tutors Project is half way through now, with three years 
remaining. We are pleased to announce that TDA monies have been 
allocated for five continuing initiatives. These include supporting 

new tutors at ITTE conferences, at both our annual summer events and the research seminars in 
November 2008 and March 2010; funding to sponsor international speakers who will be invited 
to give keynotes at our conferences; money will be made available to pump prime research, 
which will include the provision of bursaries, and we will look to invest in the enhancement of 
the Subject Resource Network website. Thank you to Margaret Danby, Roger Keeling and the 
team that oversee this important initiative, to those of you involved in making this work so 
effectively, and to Tim Tarrant and other members of the TDA for their most welcome support. 

In addition to the IT Tutors Project, we continue to develop our close links with the TDA, 
through the work of Tim Tarrant and his team. This term we will see the joint TDA/ITTE 
publication the of ‘ICT Characteristics in ITT’ document, which will be distributed to all 
providers, and will carry the ITTE logo. Thank you to the members that collaborated with TDA 
to co-produce this and thank you to Tim for his collaboration with us. 

ITTE was represented by four members at the TDA/Becta ICT advisory group meeting, which 
provided a strong presence. On the agenda was the DCSF publication ‘Being the Best for our 
Children’, which offers an update on DCSF policy (see: 
http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk/eOrderingDownload/7552-DCSF-Being%20the%20best.pdf) 

We were pleased to hold a specially arranged meeting with Becta, who were represented by 
Malcolm Hunt. The objectives of the meeting were to re-establish working links between Becta 
and ITTE and to initiate a new era of relations between the organisations, particularly in light of 
the reorganisation of Becta and its changed remit. The DCSF have moved ICT policy into the 
agency and created a strategic remit for Becta. The question left for us is, what can and should 
Becta be doing for the initial teacher education community? All thoughts and suggestions 
welcome, which we can then feed through to the next meeting. Colleagues will be aware from 
the email discussion that we are keen to identify and hopefully archive key Becta documents 
that tell us the history (stories) of ICT in education. In considering the recent developments on 
the ITTE website, which has a new CMS, we need to consider where we can locate this 
resource, both for now and in the future.  

And speaking of stories above, the history and development of ICT in education is one that is 
also very personal to many ITTE members who have a wealth of experience and expertise in 
this field. It is to this end that Michael Hammond and a small research team embarked on the 
Voices project. It is with pleasure that we announce that this project has come to fruition and 
the narrative of sixteen eminent voices across the ITTE community have been captured and 
recorded. The book which forms the culmination of the project provides a very rich collection 
of shared histories and understandings, which are interesting and engaging to read. Copies will 
be distributed to ITTE members and any additional copies required will be available for 
purchase from the ITTE website for a nominal fee. 

It is with gratitude that we extend our goodbye and a special thank you to Babs Dore. Babs will 
be standing down from the roles of Committee Secretary and also Membership Secretary in 
which her work was much valued. I would like to thank Babs for all her hard work and 
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dedication over the years. We wish you well in the future. We welcome Margaret Danby who is 
taking over these roles, she is already known to many ITTE members through her work on the 
IT Tutors project - Margaret we look forward to working with you.  

Last, and most importantly, thank you to you the members, for your support on all the initiatives 
above, your email contributions to the list and lively engagement with the issues, which 
continue to hold us (together) as we grapple with all that is technology in education and that, to 
quote from the Voices project, can be less about the hardware and ‘all about the people’. 

syounie@dmu.ac.uk 

Editorial 
Libby Jared, Faculty of Education, University of Cambridge 

Oh dear, Santa has probably got stuck on the M25 and late delivery of this edition of the 
Newsletter might delay your reading it until the New Year. With all the many activities that 
ITTE members have been engaged in during the last quarter of 2008, any tardiness is not due to 
inaction on their part.  

This term is (almost) sandwiched between two ITTE conferences. Whilst the Research Seminar 
remains a fairly recent memory (and one from which I am still recovering), the Summer 
Conference in Carlisle is happily reminisced upon in the New Tutors articles published in this 
edition. Although these writings are from people new to ITTE (and HE), the ‘newbies’ 
experiences are very similar to the ‘oldies’ – ideas exchanged, inspiring presentations heard, 
and firm friendships made over a glass or two of fine wine. Whilst we sit remotely in our own 
locations, linking together through virtual connections and the vibrant use of our electronic list, 
everything comes together, value-added, when we have the opportunity to meet face to face.  

Moving ever nearer to becoming a ‘grey pounder’, I feel that Zoe’s mythical 24 hours as 
described by Sakina Baharom and Jocelyn Wishart, leaves me feeling a little less technological 
savvy than ‘the youngsters of today’. But there is nothing new in our students surprising us with 
what they are able to achieve – as Graham Jarvis’ account of his research with some of his 
trainees illustrates. 

Although numbers such as 600 trillion become a normal part of our nation’s financial life, 
scoring 10 million hits per month to a mathematics website is no mean feat and if a little 
parochial (on my part) I feel ITTE should be sending our congratulations to Jennifer Piggott and 
her NRICH team on this outstanding achievement. Jenny has written a very interesting article 
for this Newsletter where she argues that ‘free’ is certainly not ‘cheap’. Comparing her current 
challenge of offering innovative rich resources and ensuring that they find a place in the 
classroom, to that of a time past where computers required innovation that was not always taken 
up, offers much food for thought. Juxtapose Jenny’s article with Sarah Younie’s discussant 
report from the BERA 2008 ICT group, that highlights the complexities of measuring impact 
when there has been insufficient time for the innovation to take place and we have started to 
complete the picture. 

Oh well, on your return from all the jollities, feast your eyes on these and all the other snippets 
that make up another ‘pretty good’ Newsletter. I know it gets avidly read, even if most of you 
miss out the Editorial.  

ecj20@cam.ac.uk 



Information Technology in Teacher Education Autumn 2008 No 60 

4 

Advance notice … 

The 11th ITTE Research Seminar 
will be held on 

Thursday 11th & Friday 12th March 2010 

as usual at the sumptuous venue of 

The Møller Centre, Churchill College, Cambridge. 

Initial enquiries to Libby Jared: ecj20@cam.ac.uk 

(yes, she was persuaded to do just one more … !) 

Learning on the Move: A Day in a Student iPhone User’s Life 
Sakina Baharom and Jocelyn Wishart, University of Bristol 

We present this vignette in order to draw colleagues’ attention to the multiple ways in which 
mobile technologies can be used to support students in education and teacher training. It also 
provokes thought as whether all of these are practical and/or ethical. 

The following scenario illustrates a day in the life of Zoe a postgraduate student in University of 
Bristol studying for her MSc in Education, Technology and Society. All of the activities 
described here took place but not on the same day. Zoe is a 29 years old Taiwanese who has 
spent time in London, UK before joining the programme. Her first degree is in education and 
upon graduation in Taiwan, she worked in the Museum of Taipei University of Fine Arts as an 
instructional designer on a project funded by the Taiwanese government to promote the 
museum as a learning centre for schools. Then she decided to further her studies in the UK. 
Upon arriving in the UK, she studied an English Language programme in order to further 
enhance her language skills (as her first language is Mandarin).  

Zoe is very much interested in technology and, in her words, is not afraid to be labelled as a 
geek. She started to build her first website when she was 16 years old and taught herself the 
necessary web development software. At the moment, she is also a freelance web developer. 
Her main interests are educational web pages but she also builds commercial web pages. She is 
keen on using the mobile phone as a learning tool and has her own mobile learning project. She 
has one of the first Apple 3G iPhones with phone, iPod and internet features. 

Besides technology and education, Zoe is also interested in music as she is part of an Indie rock 
band in London. She is the keyboard player for the group and also composes their technical 
sounds. Zoe maintains the group’s Myspace area where fans can listen and view information 
about the group.  
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Zoe’s day: 
7.30am  Get up as alarm clock on iPhone rings. 

Use the iPhone’s calendar to check the day’s schedule for appointments and 
classes (quicker than using a notebook or laptop that has to boot up). 

Check the iPhone’s weather feature to help decide what to wear and whether to 
take the umbrella. 

8.10am  Look up recipe on VideoJug on how to make the perfect scrambled egg. The 
iPhone has a Big Oven widget application for recipes but since it does not have 
step-by-step video, Zoe prefers to use the website. 

Have breakfast while looking at email, and answering any quick queries, on the 
iPhone. Zoe finds the iPhone’s small size helps with multitasking, eating and 
reading at the same time, for example. 

9.45am  Take the train from London to Bristol having first ensured that the train ticket 
reference number (from earlier booking) was stored in the iPhone.  

The journey takes about 2 hours during which Zoe prepares herself for that day’s 
class. She visited the Blackboard VLE to check for announcements about her 
studies and downloaded the set journal articles to read. 

She noticed that a boy was playing a gaming device about 2 seats away from her 
and she decided to take a picture of him engrossed in the game. The boy’s facial 
expression was of interest to Zoe. She stored the picture in her private Flickr 
account. 

She texted her friends from the band to arrange to meet for drinks after she 
returned from Bristol later that evening. 

1.00pm Have lunch in café whilst waiting for class. Zoe met some classmates there, and 
the discussion turned to the coming class. One of her friends found that he had 
not downloaded the latest reading so Zoe offered to Bluetooth the journal, which 
was in .pdf format to him immediately. 

Then the conversation turned to characters in Chinese writing. Zoe used the 
touch screen feature of iPhone to explain the different Chinese characters to her 
friends. Since the iPhone is able to recognise the Chinese characters, it was 
useful to show her friends the stroke directions in Chinese writing. 

2.00pm In class, Zoe used the iPhone’s Tek Notes to make notes during the lecture. She 
finds this the most helpful method as she is able to transfer her notes easily to her 
database once back home.  

4.00pm Zoe meets her group members after class to discuss an appropriate date and time 
to meet together for an online discussion with regard to the class assignment. She 
refers to her iPhone Calendar and adds the contact details of group members 
particularly their ‘phone numbers and email addresses to the Contacts list. 

5.25pm On the way back home (to London), Zoe writes up her thoughts on her lecture 
about schoolchildren’s use of ICT in her private blog. She used BlogPress which 
can be linked to Flickr. She used the boy’s picture earlier to emphasize her point. 
If she needs to she can check words in an English-Chinese dictionary that she has 
uploaded to the iPhone.  
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After that, Zoe looked up her bandmates’ profiles on Twitter, made arrangements 
to meet her Bible group for dinner and finally played some games. Zoe mostly 
plays the free games; for example, Bejeweled, a strategy game and Coloku, a 
Sudoku game. 

8.00pm Have dinner with Bible group friends in the pub. Zoe used the Maps with GPS 
system in the iPhone to find the pub though found most of her friends had got 
there first. During the dinner discussions, Zoe referred to her downloaded bible 
(HolySword). Zoe had earlier downloaded two versions of the bible, in English 
and in Chinese however, the group still needed to check websites such as 
http://journalofbiblicalstudies.org/ through Zoe’s iPhone for references. 

10.15pm Meet up with some of her bandmates for drinks. As usual, their conversation 
turned to music. Zoe turned on the iPhone You Tube feature so they could all to 
listen to the song they were discussing.  

12.20am Ready for bed Zoe checks the schedule for the next day, reads and replies to 
some emails, then listens to music as she dozes off.  

Though Zoe’s hectic day above actually collates activities that took place over a month there is 
no reason why they could not have happened within 24 hours. Although Zoe would have had to 
carry her battery charger too. We need to be preparing our courses and institutions so that 
students like Zoe, confident and totally immersed in technology, can maximize their learning 
opportunities. The ease with which she records and shares video and audio and accesses internet 
reference sources is impressive. It is easy to visualise student teachers watching Teachers TV, 
reflecting on their own multimedia recordings of their lessons and/or editing assignments on the 
train to and from school. However, we need to be training them to do so responsibly, with 
respect for other parties involved and with awareness of the pros and cons of information 
sharing. 

We would like to thank Zoe for sharing her diary. This information was first collected for an 
M level research assignment on qualitative methods. 

edssb@bristol.ac.uk & J.M.Wishart@bristol.ac.uk 

ePortfolios - a beginning 
Graham Jarvis, Trinity and All Saints College, Leeds 

A project involving third and fourth year students on a four year Primary Education 
programme leading to QTS 
I have long believed that the way the wording in the standards is framed can lead to a ‘tick box’ 
approach. So that in paragraph 5 of the introduction to the QTS standards it says: 

5. “…….to access each career stage a teacher will need to demonstrate that he/she has 
met the relevant standards.” 

And again in paragraph 11: 

11. The recommendation for the award of qualified teacher status and registration with 
the GTCE is made by an accredited Initial Teacher Training (ITT) provider following an 
assessment which shows that all of the QTS standards have been met. 

It is the word ‘met’ which, in my view, leads to the possibility of only thinking of Pass/Fail 
rather than considering some qualitative judgment which helps both the ITT provider and the 
trainee identify strengths and targets or areas for development. This is particularly true when the 
course is over four years where there is opportunity to assess against the standards more than 
once and in more than one context. It can also lead to some students taking the view that once 
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the standard has been met it can be ticked rather than seeing it as part of their professional 
development during the course and beyond. However I do accept the new standards do more 
than previous versions and extend to beyond the NQT year as part of CPD and PPD. 

During the four years of the course my students have three ICT specific modules of 
approximately 10 weeks each and each module has an assessment which involves the 
development of skills, knowledge and understanding of ICT and its role in teaching and 
learning. The students are assessed against the standards through ‘in session’ tasks and in years 
2 and 4 are required to produce an academic piece of work for 10 credits. The trainees are also 
required to produce a self evaluation and review of their ICT development during each year of 
the course as well as through their school based training. 

Whilst reviewing the trainees’ self evaluations and reviews it became clear to me that many 
students were using ICT in many different ways at both a personal and professional level and 
that this was not being recognised because it did not form part of their ‘formal assessment’. I 
wanted to explore ways in which their work in ICT could be celebrated and inform the way the 
course was planned to allow for differentiation, innovation and creativity. It became evident that 
a number of students had ‘met’ the standards and gone way beyond what I expected or knew 
about.  

The opportunity to explore ways in which this situation could be rectified came with the 
opportunity to bid for funds from the TDA to support e-portfolio development. The successful 
bid allowed me to begin a 2 year e-portfolio project with five students from each of the final 
two years of the course. In addition the funding would also allow me to work with half the 
group during their induction year and thus to identify how the ITT course fed into their work as 
full time teachers and how their ICT skills, knowledge and understanding progressed. 

Before the project started I wanted to find out from the literature if there was a common 
understanding about what constituted an e-portfolio and how any definitions might fit with what 
I and the students wanted to do and achieve. Although there are some differing views I also 
found some consensus. The following seemed to encapsulate the possibilities:  

"In general, an ePortfolio is a purposeful collection of information and digital artefacts 
that demonstrates development or evidences learning outcomes, skills or competencies. 
The process of producing an ePortfolio (writing, typing, recording etc.) usually requires 
the synthesis of ideas, reflection on achievements, self-awareness and forward planning; 
with the potential for educational, developmental or other benefits. Specific types of 
ePortfolios can be defined in part by their purpose (such as presentation, application, 
reflection, assessment and personal development planning), pedagogic design, level of 
structure (intrinsic or extrinsic), duration (episodic or life-long) and other factors." 

Cotterill SJ. What is an ePortfolio? ePortfolios 2007, Maastricht 
http://www.eportfolios.ac.uk/definition 

…whilst this quotation from Shane Sutherland, the creator of PebblePAD, managed to 
synthesise both the above and other thoughts: 

"An e-portfolio is a personal repository; a personal journal; a feedback and 
collaboration system; and a digital theatre - where the audience is by invitation only" 

Although there is software available specifically for ePortfolios, I decided, in consultation with 
our e-learning adviser, to set up an area of Moodle to support the project and each student was 
made a ‘teacher’. This meant they had full access and administration rights to enable the 
uploading of materials, resources, videos, images as well as participating fully through the 
forums and other tools that are available. We are adding the Exabis ePortfolio tool to Moodle 
which might mean migrating the project to there in the future. From the TDA funds each 
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student was given an Asus EE PC. The rationale for this choice of hardware was that they were 
very portable, have an inbuilt web cam and pre-installed software for Skype, as well as other 
resources that would be used as the project progressed. 

Since I wanted to include some collaboration and peer support, I asked two students from each 
of the two years whom I already knew from my progress tutor group, if they were willing to be 
involved and to identify three others who they thought they could work with effectively. We 
met and had a detailed discussion about the aims of the project and about ePortfolios. Since that 
initial meeting we have met regularly to discuss and share agreed ideas and to look at and share 
resources. Many aspects of ICT used and developed by the students during the course, at home 
and, in the case of the Year 3 students, during recent school based training have been uploaded, 
shared and discussed. Each student has used their EE PC to keep a video diary of things they 
have found to be positive, negative, exciting, puzzling and problematic about ICT. 

Since September each student has agreed to lead a forum discussion for a week on an aspect of 
ICT which interests them from their own experience, from the news, or based on their school 
placement. The discussions have been full, frank, considered and professional. They exhibit 
high level thinking skills and have shown levels of knowledge and understanding of ICT issues 
which I had not tapped into previously. In a relatively short space of time the project has 
expanded and developed beyond anything I expected. The engagement and motivation of the 
students has been of a very high order and they have made many suggestions to take the project 
forward and consider how other students might become involved. 

The examples of ICT for personal and professional uses have given me a great deal to think 
about in relation to the structure of courses. How I might give students space and time for 
reflection and discussion and how to re-think the purpose, relevance and type of assessment and 
how student needs are being met in relation to their existing competence, confidence, skills, 
knowledge and understanding. In other words, to ask myself if I am effectively modelling good 
practice for them as teachers. 

In a short space of time the project has caused me to reflect that a focus wholly on the standards 
with a common assessment task or tasks is constraining rather than liberating many of the 
students I teach. Given time and space to experiment and be adventurous, innovative and 
creative, I believe that the standards will be a baseline for many with high quality ICT as a goal 
to be achieved way beyond what I thought or expected in the past. I am aware of the ethical 
issues relating to a small group of students being involved compared to the large number that 
are not. However, what I have learned so far will help me think how this project might be 
expanded and how my teaching could better meet the needs of my students. The ePortfolio has 
suggested it could be an effective tool in supporting the students’ ICT journey through the 
course and beyond. I am excited about the possibilities for both the students and myself. 

g.jarvis@leedstrinity.ac.uk 
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Ten million times mathematics 
Jennifer Piggott, Director of NRICH, University of Cambridge 

By the end of November the NRICH (www.nrich.maths.org) website will have received more 
than 10 million hits for the third month in a row. With page views also exceeding a million a 
month and bounce rates hovering around 40% this must mean that we are doing something 
right. So what might that be? 

One might think that because the site is free that is enough incentive, but the evidence suggests 
that “free” is not always sufficient. I am reminded of an article in the TES a few years ago that 
said as far as IT resources are concerned “You get what you pay for”. I think more to the point 
is that good resources can have a cheap price (even free), but that does not mean they are 
inexpensive to produce. Some teachers produce excellent resources, which they share with 
colleagues. Although these resources cost nothing, they took time to think about, to try out in 
classrooms, to refine and to create in a form others can use. That is not cheap but the result is a 
free resource. 

NRICH is funded in three main ways, through the generosity of sponsors, the licensing of some 
of our material to other organisations and through our work in the community (professional 
development courses, consultancy and the like). All this enables us to continue to produce 
materials of the highest quality that are published on the website and are free (but not cheap) to 
the whole of the community. 

We have continued on a journey over the twelve years since the start of the project, moving 
from a student centred resource to a resource with a much greater focus on teachers and 
supporting them in our ambition to enrich the mathematical experiences of all learners. The site 
focuses on offering rich tasks that encourage problem solving and this is at the heart of all we 
do, but it does create tensions for us. 

The nature of rich tasks is that they offer opportunities to explore an aspect of mathematics; for 
learners to take multiple routes and to discuss and collaborate within a supportive community. 
Rich tasks should be accessible to the less able but have potential to stretch the most able. This 
means that you cannot prescribe where, how or with whom to use a task or to indicate how long 
it might take for learners to make meaningful progress through it. However, with no guidance 
available and teachers left to their own devices, it was obvious that many could not make 
effective use of what the project has to offer. To combat this we have added curriculum 
mapping documents to the site and now write notes for teachers to accompany all our resources. 
Of course this means we are in danger of doing exactly what we would prefer not to do and that 
is, close down the potential of a rich task, but we have made a decision that we need to try to go 
to meet our audience rather than waiting for them to arrive! 

So why am I writing all this in an IT newsletter? For me it is not simply about flagging up a 
website and trying to ensure you are aware of it as an outstanding resource, it is about our 
decisions with regard to supporting teachers and how this echoes some of my experiences of 
introducing ICT into a school. 

As a head of mathematics in the 1980’s, I would cart my own BBC computer into school from 
home to use with classes. There was only one computer in the school and that was being used 
by the person teaching IT. At the time, I became involved in a project to develop IT across the 
curriculum, putting half a dozen computers into a large secondary school (one or two into a 
Primary school) for teachers to use with their learners. The implications were massive, not only 
did you have to learn about the technology, you had to modify teaching approaches if you were 
to embrace the technology, both in terms of classroom management and in developing 
investigative approaches to teaching and learning. Of course the result was that the 

http://www.nrich.maths.org/
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technological revolution never happened. We were asking too much. I think the current success 
of Interactive whiteboards is not that they are revolutionising classrooms, but that teachers can 
continue to teach in the same way they always have and still use the technology. Of course, 
many of us want more but in this way, teachers are not being asked to work on two fronts at 
once (teaching and technology) but first on the technology. Of course the hope is that, over 
time, once they are confident with the technology, teachers will adapt their teaching to develop 
more effective approaches that also make better use of the opportunities offered by such 
resources. At least many have made the first step.  It is interesting to reflect that this is, in the 
majority of cases, with one machine in the classroom. When I was a head of ICT in a school the 
only way it felt possible to involve a whole class in a learning experience based around IT was 
in a computer room, or at least that was the excuse! Things have changed! 

This ‘technology transfer’ reminds me so much of NRICH’s journey with rich tasks. We have 
had to find a way forward that makes our resources accessible. There are multiple implications 
for embedding rich tasks into a curriculum but naming just two: 

You have to be able to identify a task and see its potential. This can take a lot of time 
because you have to know the problem well and be aware of the opportunities it might 
offer – a bit like learning a piece of software and being confident with it.  

Then you have to go into a classroom and teach in a way that encourages collaboration, 
exploration and difference. 

So, like the adoption of technology, there are two main things here, the task and the teaching. I 
suppose what we have tried to do is echoed in the ‘technological revolution’ in classrooms 
made possible by the mediation of the IWB. We are finding ways of mediating our resources to 
help teachers make the connections and get going. They might not all yet be in a position to see 
the potential of a task and will struggle to change their practice but we are trying to meet them 
half way. 

Is there a tag line here? Well I am not sure. But I can say that there is no point in standing on 
one side of a wide chasm asking people on the other side to “Jump”. What you need to do is 
throw a rope across. 

jsp38@cam.ac.uk 

 

A problem (published in October 2008) for you to think about: 

 

 
Dozens 
What is the largest possible five-digit number divisible by 12 that 
you can make from the digits 1, 3, 4, 5 and one more digit? 
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Reflections on ITTE 08 by New ICT Tutors 
Ken Powell, Canterbury Christ Church University 

I guess that as this is the fifth conference at which ITTE has sponsored the new ICT tutors it 
must count as a tradition by now! Having taken over the reins from David Longman last year I 
would like to confirm everything he has said in the past about Margaret Danby being the person 
who keeps the event going successfully. Without her subtle prompts to get things organised, 
things would have been a lot less successful … 

As you can see from the following reports, the new tutors had a useful and stimulating time at 
the conference and really appreciated the links they made with other teacher educators. 
Friendships were created, opinions discussed and beer was drunk so another good year! 

Before handing over to the tutors, I would just like to make a final plea that if any of you are in 
institutions with new ICT tutors, you let Margaret or myself know so that we can invite them for 
this year’s conference. 

ken.powell@canterbury.ac.uk 

 

+ =

It is not only government ministers who get “airbrushed” in! 

Gavin Rhoades, University of Wolverhampton 
So was ITTE good for you too? 

Running over three days this conference encompassed a range of topics of interest to those 
involved in ITE. The conference opened and closed with people talking about buildings. On the 
first day the Pro-Vice Chancellor of Cumbria University enthused about their new ‘Learning 
Gateway’ building that was designed with students’ needs as the driving factor, and on the final 
day Les Watson gave us an overview of the design for the ‘Saltire Library’ at Glasgow 
University, a building that has won awards for innovation. Both speakers stressed how learning 
objectives had driven the design of their buildings, sometimes to the vexation of the librarians 
and other support staff who would be working there. 

In between we visited a ‘learning community’ composed of individuals from Scotland to Chile, 
who regularly worked together via video conference; we looked at issues around BSF in 
partnership schools, and learned about the results of a trial of e-portfolios using Pebble Pad. 

Chris van der Kuyl gave a lecture in celebration of the life and achievements of his father, Tony 
van der Kuyl. This was a truly inspiring talk from someone who is not only willing to listen to 
education professionals, but is also able to raise the finance necessary to make it all happen. He 
continues to transform the lives and life chances of thousands of children – surely a most fitting 
legacy for his father. 

An interesting case study on the integration of new technologies into ITE via a VLE was 
followed by a presentation by Tim Tarrant from the TDA, who was discussing some of the 
challenges facing us as a community of educators. 
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We were introduced to an intriguing video resource that is being developed to support trainee 
teachers – it is a searchable library of clips from lessons that demonstrate different ways of 
doing the same task, providing specific examples to aid discussion with trainees. 

A discussion group raised a number of issues of concern for the ITE community about how 
some schools are choosing to interpret the ‘renewed’ national curriculum. Some appear to be 
abolishing all visible subject boundaries and teaching on a thematic or project based approach. 
The question was raised – how do we place subject specific trainees into a context like that? 
Can we? 

Neil Stanley gave an informative session on using tablet PCs with a VLE to completely remove 
paper from the assignment marking process. This was very interesting to those of us who are 
trying to achieve the same goal, and he suggested a useful free tool for writing on portable 
document format (pdf) files, for which I have provided the link, below. 

For those of us lucky enough to have a first life outside of teaching, there were a couple of 
sessions introducing the virtual world of Second Life. The Open University has been working 
on a project aimed at raising the self esteem of low achieving children through the virtual 
environment, where they can interact with others whilst being coached on how to do so. 

A bit of research after the conference discovered an open source project called ‘Sloodle’ that is 
integrating Second Life into the Moodle CMS, with the result that activities like a ‘chat’ now 
literally takes place between your avatars in a room in Second Life, and the results are published 
directly into the appropriate part of your Moodle course. 

New tutors attending the conference for the first time, such as myself, were naturally unsure 
what to expect. What we got was a genuinely warm and friendly welcome, and a really good set 
of planned, specific, support measures to help us integrate into the community and get the most 
from the conference. 

I would like to thank the organisers, contributors and delegates for all of their hard work in 
making the whole event so useful throughout the three days. Thank you also for allowing me to 
be one of the three people elected to the Committee this time; I will endeavour to live up to the 
high standards that members so rightly expect. 

 

Here are some web resources you may or may not have seen before: 
http://www.sloodle.org/ – The open source project integrating Second Life into Moodle CMS. 

http://www.teachertube.com/ – Cross between YouTube and an American version of Teacher’s TV 

http://www.learning-theories.com/ – a nice introductory site to ease trainees into these topics 

http://www.docu-track.com/home/prod_user/PDF-XChange_Tools/pdfx_viewer - a free tool that allows 
you to easily add comments, either in text or in handwriting (assuming you have either a graphics tablet 
or a tablet PC) directly onto existing .pdf files. 

http://www.jiscinfonet.ac.uk/infokits/ - a series of templates/how to guides covering how to use a range 
of new technologies in teaching 

And finally, the jewel in the crown: http://ocw.mit.edu/OcwWeb/web/home/home/index.htm - MIT 
actually provide video lectures and full resources, on all subjects, for free on the internet – enjoy. 
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Pat Freeman, University of Cumbria 
ITTE 2008 - A new tutors perspective - Questions? 

At the end of an action packed academic year, sitting, pondering the changes that have arisen as 
a result of a decision to work in a HEI have led to as many questions as there have been 
answers! 

Yes I have made the right decision - the job presents me with daily challenges in a range of 
contexts that drive me to want to know and do more! 

But… 

How do I engage with other professionals (nationally)? 

How and where do I steer my ITT students when they want to know more? 

How do I make tentative steps in research, in my own interest areas? 

Can this research be collaborative? If so how? 

What opportunities are out there to influence government decisions on education (and 
ICT!) 

What opportunities arise to work with businesses to develop and shape projects to help 
young people learn? 

Along comes the ITTE conference and suddenly- more answers, ‘time’ to talk, listen and be 
inspired and overall the notion that support is there! An evening meal with other new tutors 
very quickly calms ideas that ‘I am the only one who has these thoughts’! The networking 
begins - and very soon everyone is fully into the second bottle of red wine!  

Monday morning - a new tutors meeting displays a wide 
range of support, chances for collaboration and again 
networking opportunities. The idea of giving us tasks to 
complete during the conference - especially hunting the 
‘spots’ again links us with many very experienced tutors 
and building the national picture of ICT in ITT. Lunch - 
yet more people - and suddenly we start to feel very 
accepted in this new community. 

A keynote speaker during the afternoon suddenly drives 
inspiration and presents answers and yet more questions: 
yes, we as ITT tutors know where we want to steer our 

students and have a wide range of ways in which we do this. The business model of the 
speaking entrepreneur suddenly points out stark differences between education and Business - 
How do they just make it happen? (Answer - they look for and solve ideas). A parallel session 
input raises questions - what are the similarities in student experience at secondary and primary 
ITT level? - we should work together more often and share more examples of good practice to 
strengthen both sides. 

Monday evening - more networking time. By this point people are really starting to hone their 
thoughts of the day and great discussion is occurring! 

Tuesday - more great parallel sessions - What is the future of ICT for children and how do we 
start to change the thinking of our ITT students to help facilitate this change? Some interesting 
input of facts and stats from the TDA. They obviously want to support us in driving forward the 
agendas of ICT in ITT and Education generally. 

“Oldies” were at the conference too! 
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A SIG lets people discuss and share good practice further. Followed by another new tutors 
meeting and the notion that all have greatly benefited from the support ITTE offer to ALL tutors 
and the premise that ‘Yes we would like to present something in conferences to come’ Why? 
Because we know there will be the support along the way and an appreciation in a relaxed 
informative way during presentation of ideas! 

Thanks ITTE! So…. Where next? What now? I now have some direction in this big HE world 
and know where to go to work with others!  

Mike Toyn, University of Cumbria 
Thought provoking 

Thanks to all the presenters and delegates who provided such a thought provoking environment. 
I have arrived back at my desk after the 2008 ITTE conference with a folder full of notes and 
my mind awash with ideas. After each session I was left with many thoughts floating around 
relating to how what I had just seen and heard might impact on my practice. Indeed I had to 
clear my diary for an afternoon yesterday to go through my notes and have a more structured 
reflection on all I had seen. 

I would like to share two episodes which were particularly stimulating (one from a session and 
the other from the bar☺). Mark Hellen’s session on databases had me considering my own 
sessions with students all the way through and as a result I have already amended to structure of 
my data handling sessions for next year to accommodate his ideas such as the flexibility of 
classification systems and the rising importance of folksonomies. 

The other episode reflects the benefits of spending three days with professionals from similar 
backgrounds and discussions that arise. In the bar on Monday night a small group ended up 
discussing plagiarism. The following scenario was discussed: A student submits an assignment 
which begins something like this “I found this answer to your question on the internet. I believe 
it addresses all the learning objectives and, having studied the marking criteria, I think it should 
be awarded a B grade”. What mark would you give it? Well it got us talking and thinking. 

John Sharrock, Liverpool Hope University 
The 2008 ITTE conference 
Not having been to an academic conference 
before, I wasn’t sure what to expect. The ideas 
of having a new tutor meeting prior to the 
official start of the conference is a great idea 
because it allowed me to become acclimatised. 
Anyway, I needn’t have worried because it 
became apparent straight away that the tone of 
the whole conference was casual enough to be 
able to relax. Mind you, I suddenly panicked 
again at the coffee break when I realised that 
every single person in the group I was talking to 
had a spot on their name badge! The problem is 
that I had been talking to them for 5 minutes 
before I noticed this. 

I needn’t have worried about the quality of the 
experience either. The keynote lectures were excellent and the Tony van der Kuyl celebration 
lecture was simply inspiring. Some tough decisions were needed about which workshops to 

Remember the pegboards and 
Dudeney's Puzzle? 
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attend but that just underlines the overall quality of the Conference. And, of course, the main 
benefit was the networking that was going on throughout. 

Gary Meek, Middlesex University 
My ITTE Conference 

Was the long journey worth while? Yes. I arrived at Carlisle and the Campus – good clear 
instructions (only a tad too small for my weary eyes). Guided to room by friendly and 
welcoming staff. Very thirsty. Found Dave in the Bar as promised. 

New Things I found out about 

StumbleUpon, Harnassing Technology 2008-13, Using Moodle for e-portfolios, Second Life 

Things I had forgotten about 

Moodle, Teacher Tube 

Things I discussed 

Common Issues with recruitment, “Poaching” Placement schools and how to work 
collaboratively on school visits, materials for IWB 

Things to Do as a Consequence 

Map all institutions doing 1 year secondary PGCE in ICT 

Find PC Pro Article about GCSE ICT 

Download install and play – MOODLE, Second Life, Scratch, delicious, stumble upon 

RSA Opening Minds 

B4L - revisit 

Put into place e-portfolios for next year’s cohort of trainees 

Set up tablet PC for e-marking 

Future 

Looking forward to seeing 1 or 2 of the presentations on-line as they were very detailed and 
swift! 

Vow to find or develop materials for IWB for ICT 

Thought – what will our trainees do when pupils are in work placements for 2 days a week? 

Would I go again? Of course – fantastic networking opportunity and time for learning about 
innovative ideas. 

Looking forward to Bath next year (quite near Keynsham, that’s Keynsham spelt K-E-Y-N-S-H-
A-M!). 

(Sorry, Gary, but no going to Bath after all. What place is Exeter quite near to? Ed.) 
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New to initial teacher education? 
ITTE offers support to recently appointed ICT tutors 

� The www.ict-tutors.co.uk website  

� Mentor support 

� A free induction programme 

� Sponsored attendance at the Annual ITTE Conference 

 

ITTE is pleased to extend the 
range of support now available 
to help tutors with the research 
aspects of their role.  

Research Seminar Sponsorship 

We sponsored nine tutors so that they could attend the ITTE 
Reseach Seminar in Cambridge in November and aim to do the 
same for the next Research Seminar. 

Research Workshop 

A one-day practical workshop focusing on designing and undertaking research and how to get 
your work published will take place in May 2009 in the Birmingham area. Delegates will be 
offered a research mentor to support them after the workshop.  

Further details about all of the support offered by ITTE is on the www.ict-tutors.co.uk website 
or can be obtained from the project manager, Margaret Danby at danby@soteme.freeserve.co.uk. 

Trying to make sense of your role as an ICT tutor? 
Go to www.ict-tutors.co.uk for key points and guidance on a wide range of issues. 

Web resources cover aspects of your role, topics you need to cover with your 
trainees, assessment and research issues and on where to look for help when you 
need support.  Go to ‘What’s New?’ to see what has been added or updated 
recently. 

New resources due in the Spring on  
• Mentoring/training in school 
• Effective transition between KS2-3 
• Personalisation 
• Creativity 

All resources are written by tutors for tutors. 

 

http://www.ict-tutors.co.uk/
http://www.ict-tutors.co.uk/
http://www.ict-tutors.co.uk/
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Theoretical issues and questions posed in response to a series of 
papers on ICT and Education: BERA 2008 annual conference 
Sarah Younie (discussant), De Montfort University  

The general opening question posed, was simply, is theory useful? For, unless it is, it is 
arguably redundant, and it was Foucault (1977) who argued that theory should be seen as a 
toolkit, which can be usefully employed to explain phenomena.  

The papers in Bridget Somehk’s session on ICT in Education had a number of themes in 
common, not least, at the heart of each, was the focus on teachers and, in particular, their 
knowledge about ICT; in short this can be theorised as ‘knowledge management’ which refers 
to understanding the ways in which teachers are finding, using, creating, managing and sharing 
knowledge, in relation to ICT for professional/pedagogic use. Understanding this emerging 
‘knowledge management’ can be seen in light of Wittgenstein’s (1953) epistemology, which 
argues that it is about ‘knowing how to carry on…’ Teachers engaging with new knowledge 
about ICT in education are learning how to ‘carry on’ their practice in emergent and potentially 
novel ways. This forefronts the very nature of communities of practice, in particular, how 
members move from legitimate peripheral participation, to the centre of actively creating new 
knowledge for practice.  

It is important, principally for policy makers, to attend to understanding the complexities of the 
processes outlined in the management of change and emergent new knowledge, and, in 
particular, acknowledge that it is a process requiring time. This is illuminated by the findings of 
longitudinal research which clearly highlights impact and change, but only after time (see 
Lewin’s et al’s IWB research (2008)), which when reporting at the end of year 2 was able to 
illustrate pedagogic change not seen a year earlier, which a shorter piece of research would have 
had to report as a lack of impact. It was a similar case with the Becta ICT Testbed research, (see 
Somekh et al (2007)). This begs the question: what can we do to make policy makers, and those 
that put research out to tender, realise that short term contracts do not provide sufficient time to 
illustrate change in education and that the nature and types of change in education simply take 
longer to establish. We run the risk of reporting little impact, not because it has not happened, 
but that it takes much longer to show. 

As Fullan (1991, 1993) rightly identified the process is three fold and is one of initiation, 
implementation and incorporation, whereby focus on the latter (often too early) fails to signify 
the long lead in time from the first stage to the second, such that the third is seen to fail, simply 
from premature reporting. 

This brings us to Lyotard, who was asked to conduct a global report on the status of knowledge 
back in 1984. Lyotard seminally identified the emergence of postmodernism: with respect to 
knowledge, its very foundation in ‘truth value’ had substantially shifted to ‘use value’. With 
policy makers concerned with the ‘use value’ of research, the focus is on the need for speedy 
results, which are (more) useful if the findings are also ‘on message’ with current policy (Ball, 
2008; Moss, 2008 – papers presented at BERA).  

The question remains then: what do teachers need to know to enable them to manage change 
and understand knowledge management processes? As Brent Davies accurately signified, to get 
real change, as opposed to superficial change, it has to be on ‘all phenomenal levels’; teachers 
cannot change without schools changing; schools cannot change without policy changing; 
policy needs to address changing assessment. This clearly highlights the macro, meso and micro 
processes of change, from national policy level down to the local, context specific level. Given 
the multidimensionality and complexity of the change processes outlined, we need to ask 
ourselves how can we as teacher educators, practitioners, and researchers engage with the 
processes of knowledge management inherent in change of this scale and importance?  
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Newsletter Questionnaire: David Longman in the hot seat 
 Short Biographical sketch 

Born 1949 into a world of books, pens (not biros), and the shrivelling of the British Empire. 
Educated sporadically at school, night school, the street, and latterly at University. Eventually 
settled into a regular day job as a teacher before succumbing to the temptations of a University 
post as an education lecturer. 

When and where did you first encounter a computer? 

1974 at Sussex University using a very early form of Turtle graphics written in Pop-2 that 
produced its output using ASCII on a teletype! Later I went through an Acorn Atom (Acorn 
BASIC used some easy to use graphics commands), a Sharp MX-80, a Commodore 64 (great 
version of Logo, and would drive a Jessop Turtle), and a BBC B, then an Apple Mac (briefly) 
then, finally, the PC since about 1990. 

Aaah! 

Computers have changed the world -- but for good or for evil? 

Oh yes, all of those. 

It’s not an inherently benign industry, nor is the computer a simple ‘neutral’ tool – every good 
feature, every progressive and worthwhile application and effect can be counterbalanced with 
acts of deliberate, potentially pernicious application.  

Mind you, if pressed I would have to say that ‘computers’ (and what they represent) are on the 
whole a progressive force – they build in a logical, almost pre-determined way, on our entire 
cultural history. To think about the link between ancient rock carvings and paintings and the 
World Wide Web, well, to me it’s a bit spooky. 

What’s equally interesting to think about is: what comes next? 

You are appointed Secretary of State for Education for the day. What are you going to do? 

Tell teachers to teach what they want to teach and tell students everywhere to find a teacher who 
is teaching something they really want to learn. 
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ICT can help everybody do that. In some ways it is already beginning to happen and perhaps the 
Web is transforming into a global Vygotskian classroom. 

In the 1980s teachers (and others) were wary of the spectre of replacement by intelligent 
automation. Perhaps in the 21st Century they should be wary of their transformation into mere 
nodes on a network! 

What is your ideal alternative career? 

Itinerant folk singer but with the following essential ingredients: 

(a) an ear for music 

(b) a voice that can keep up with the ears 

(c) hair 

(d) an independent income. 

So it’s not hard to see why I became a teacher! 

What is your motto? 

Enjoy gossip and then forget it, quickly. 

Do you believe ICT is worth the trouble? 

What trouble? 

What's the most surprising thing you have ever seen in the classroom? 

Lemons triggering a reading on a voltmeter – I didn’t know they could do that! 

What's the most important lesson being a teacher has taught you? 

I can’t do timetables (though my times tables are fine). 

Which words are going to define the future of education? 

‘E’, Google (the verb), Online, Username, Password, Profile, Upload, Download, Attachment, 
Cut, Copy, Paste … 

When you retire, what do you hope your legacy to your field will be? 

(i) That I got out before I ruined everything. 

(ii) I was right after all. 

(iii) I made somebody laugh. 
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Could the dICTatEd questionnaire help you? 
Peter Twining, Open University 

An offer of help from Peter Twining (P.Twining@open.ac.uk)  

Do you have new students starting - do you want to audit their views about the role of ICT in 
education?  

Do you have students returning - do you want to know if their views about the role of ICT in 
education have changed?  

You can use the dICTatEd questionnaire with your students (or colleagues) to find out what 
rationales they think should underpin the use of ICT in education.  

I can set up a link into the dICTatEd questionnaire for your institution which means that I can 
then extract your students' data and send you a copy of it (annonymised).  

If your institution already has a link into the questionnaire then you can carry on using it. See 
http://www.meD8.info/qqa/ to see if your institution has a link into the questionnaire.  

If your institution doesn't yet have a link into the questionnaire then email me with your contact 
details and the name of the institution and I'll set up a link for you.  

Once the link is set up all you have to do is:  
• get your students to go to http://www.meD8.info/qqa/ and click on your institution's link  
• fill in the questionnaire (on average it takes about 9 minutes)  
• email me once your students have filled in the questionnaire and I'll email you their 

annonymised data (or at least the annonymised data for anyone who used your 
institution's link to enter the questionnaire) 

Folk in the past have found that the questionnaire helps stimulate students' thinking and can 
provide the basis for valuable discussions.  

The questionnaire will continue to be available into the foreseeable future - enabling you to do 
year on year audits of your students' views.  

For further info about dICTatEd check out http://www.meD8.info/dictated/ 
P.Twining@open.ac.uk 
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TTRB Roadshow 
John Woollard, University of Southampton 

The TTRB have just completed a successful series of roadshows to promote their work 
supporting initial teacher training and continuing professional development. In particular, they 
were celebrating the new format to their website http://www.ttrb.ac.uk There are a number of 
new facilities to support our work with trainees. 

As a result of my going to one of the roadshows and participating in one of the several small 
group discussions, I’ve planned an activity for the Masters level work my trainees will start in 
January. The activity is based on a new facility on the website called “My TTRB” which 
enables enrolled users to personalise their experience and also use the website to accumulate 
collections of useful reviews. “My Collection” enables the user to assemble a number of 
reviews and then email them as a succinct list of URLs and single line descriptions of the 
resources. 

The activity I propose for my trainees at the point when they are about to embark on their 6000 
word CSA assignment is: 

• decide on the focus of your research assignment; 
• make a list of the most appropriate 3 keywords; 
• register on the TTRB website http://www.ttrb.ac.uk; 
• use your keywords and search the database of reviews; 
• select the 5 most pertinent reviews (the 5 resources most likely to support your writing); 
• create a “My Collection” called “CSA” and add the 5 reviews; 
• write a 60 word (approximately) description of your assignment focus; 
• and then use the system to email the description and the reviews to 

PGCEwork@soton.ac.uk. 

I will not give instructions on how to use the TTRB website but will use any of the difficulties 
they encounter to make judgements of their subject knowledge (skills) or advise TTRB on 
design issues! 

The TTRB offers far more than this service so 
visit the website and look out for e-librarian, 
Behavior4Learning, PSHE, Multiverse, the RE 
Network and how to write for the TTRB and 
get paid for it! 

J.Woollard@southampton.ac.uk 

http://www.ttrb.ac.uk
http://www.ttrb.ac.uk
mailto:PGCEwork@soton.ac.uk
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Technology, Pedagogy and Education Editor’s Report 
Steve Kennewell, Swansea Metropolitan University 

We have quite a good supply of general papers for the first two issues in 2009, and I hope you 
will find them interesting. A themed set of papers on Videopapers in Teacher Education, arising 
from a conference last year and guest edited by Federica Olivero, will form all or most of the 
third issue, but I will be pleased to receive general paper submissions for publication in 2010. 
The reviewing and editing process take a long time, so please submit as soon as possible! If you 
want an opinion on a draft before you submit formally, please send it to me directly. 

One issue in 2010 will be another themed one, this time on Research into Teaching with Whole-
class Interactive Technologies, based on the forthcoming conference in June at the Møller 
Centre, organised by Sara Hennessy and myself. Looking forward to 2011, a special issue 
concerning Web 2.0 in Education has been suggested. I will put a call for papers on the ITTE 
list once we have a firm proposal, and the timescale will be such that members can plan projects 
around the deadline for submission. 

There have been a number of papers from ITTE members recently, but some of these have 
required several cycles of revision. Those who attended the writing session at the recent ITTE 
Research Seminar will have seen a draft of the new guidelines on writing for publication which 
I am producing, and many thanks for the suggestions which will be incorporated in the final 
version to appear shortly in the members’ area of the ITTE website. 

steve.kennewell@smu.ac.uk 

New on the bookshelf 
Neil Stanley, Liverpool John Moores University 

As I write this I’m suffering from a 
broadband blackout. This morning I 
discovered that nothing would connect to the 
internet. After three re-boots of the modem I 
contacted the help-desk (free and in the 
UK!). Forty-five minutes later and I’d still no 
broadband – they could see the modem, my 
computer could see the modem, but the inner 
and outer worlds were not talking. We’d 
even had consistent error messages from 
Vista on 2 different machines – The 
requested operation requires elevation – 
might have well as been levitation! [I always 
like to give the Mac users a laugh with a 
Windows error message!]. A new modem is 
now in the post. All this after we’d 
negotiated a no price increase upgrade to 
20mb too! At least I don’t need the web to 
write the rest of this. 

It wasn’t a heavy reading summer holiday, 
though I can recommend the Rough Guide to 
Croatia if you go to Dubrovnik. I did find 
time to enjoy Kate Atkinson’s One Good 
Turn (Black Swan) and JG Farrell’s The 

Siege of Krishnapur (Phoenix). Atkinson is 
producing some good detective books and I 
suspect they’ll be televised at some point. 
The Siege came to my attention via the ‘Best 
of the Booker’ and the coverage it was given 
on the BBC’s Culture Show. [Can’t check if 
it won as the BB is down!] 

There’s something slightly scary about 
autobiographies that have some mirror in 
your own life – very small aspects of Griff 
Rhys Jones’ Semi Detached (Penguin) echo 
my memories of school days so if you too 
are of that age you may also enjoy this. 

Amazon’s suggestions as to what you may 
like are easily confused when I buy stuff for 
presents, but I did decide to try Christopher 
Brookmyre’s Attack of the Unsinkable 
Rubber Ducks (Abacus). I thought that it 
was going to be one of the silly books in the 
vein of Jasper Fforde or Tom Holt – wrong. 
It was recommended as I like detective 
stories. It is a slightly silly – the blurb uses 
the word ‘surreal’ – book but made for a 
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good read and seems to deserve the 2007 
Glenfiddich award it was given. 

It’s too easy to order books from Amazon 
and with the low threshold for free postage 
having read a print review I had no qualms in 
ordering Stop me if you’ve heard this by Jim 
Holt (Profile); this is a ‘history and 
philosophy of jokes’ and isn’t hugely funny 
(at least to me). It’s an extended essay by an 
American magazine contributor and if you 
want to know who started the first joke 
books then this’ll help. 

Moving on to the serious stuff I was 
following up on new innovation books and 
found The Truth about Innovation by Max 
McKeown (Prentice-Hall) more useful than 
CK Prahalad and MS Krishnan’s The new 
age of innovation (McGraw Hill). The 
McKeown book is divided into short ‘truths’ 
on different aspects of innovation whereas 
the ‘new age’ looks at issues related to a 
more academic model of business innovation 
they construct in the book. In a not-dissimilar 
vein I have Charles Leadbeater’s We-Think 
(Profile) which may well link innovation and 
personalisation of learning (he’s the author 
of several pamphlets on this). 

I had great hopes of Unlocking Assessment 
by Sue Swaffield (David Fulton) as my 
current recommended text on this is a trifle 
old. There are useful elements in it but it is 
not as accessible as I had hoped for and 
doesn’t immediately offer practical 
approaches for the trainee or existing teacher 
to use to improve assessment practice. 

For my sins I also try to teach Statistics and 
keep an eye open for new texts for this – my 
main audience are intending maths teachers 

who either didn’t do any A level modules on 
this or who may not have had a great 
success. O’Reilly have brought out a 
Statistics book in their Head First series. 
This takes a light but rigorous approach to 
the domain and subject to the odd American 
context looks to be a very useful text. 

The latest digital photography book to reach 
the shelf is the promisingly entitled Take 
Your Best Shot by Tim Grey (O’Reilly). 
This is designed to tackle ‘your digital 
darkroom questions’ and the author runs 
highly respected print and email newsletters. 
This seems to be targeted at a bit of a mixed 
audience – there are plenty of answered 
questions (that’s the format) that address 
issues that novices might raise but then they 
are joined by quite technical use of software 
answers (mostly Photoshop). It would make 
a good library reference but might not be as 
valuable on an individual’s bookshelf. 

Another impulse Amazon buy, this time 
following a newspaper review, is Proust and 
the Squid by Maryanne Wolfe (Icon). This is 
subtitled ‘the story and science of the 
reading brain’ and I’m hoping it will inform 
my teaching. 

Lastly, I have Outliers, the latest output 
from Malcolm Gladwell (Allen Lane). He 
has had some mixed coverage for this in the 
press (not in the least for the rock concert 
prices for the tickets for his London talks at 
the theatre that normally hosts the Lion King 
– the image on the ticket was apparently for 
that show but made a striking resemblance 
to Gladwell himself). I’m looking forward to 
finding time to read this (more fun than the 
marking that’s imminent!). 

n.r.stanley@livjm.ac.uk 
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Web Wanderings 
Neil Stanley, Liverpool John Moores University 

Bruce Nightingale has suggested we use a 
web tagging system such as 
http://delicious.com/tag/itte 
to aggregate our www finds – looks like a 
good idea. We’re trying to use a Wiki with 
the trainees to collect and comment on sites. 
Maybe we could do that on the new ITTE 
site? 

Need to sort out a meeting slot with 
colleagues who don’t share diaries? Then 
Meetomatic 
http://www.meetomatic.com/about.php 
may be your solution. Seems to have a free 
long time slot version and a subscribable 
shorter slot version. 

Don’t know if I’ve mentioned Teacher Tube 
before, 
http://www.teachertube.com/index.php , 
interesting and probably safe videos. 

Zamzar 
http://www.zamzar.com/ 
is a solution to getting videos from YouTube 
when the trainees can’t access YouTube in 
school. 
Mediaconverter, 
http://www.mediaconverter.org/,  
and YouConvertIt, 
http://www.youconvertit.com/, 
offer similar services. Another source of 
videos is 
http://www.periodicvideos.com/, 
short sequences that describe each element, 
and great fun! 

There are some new resources at the QIA 
Excellence Gateway (mentioned last time) 
http://teachingandlearning.qia.org.uk/teachinga
ndlearning/downloads/  
- my Applied ICT trainees got quite excited 
when I pointed them at this. 

Some freebie image utilities for Windows at  
http://www.faststone.org/ 

Also a very interesting downloadable editor 
at  
http://www.photoscape.org 
– has a built in function to let you set up 
tiled images – default patterns are square but 
you can create an interesting backdrop for 
the desktop or a presentation using it. You 
can also create vignettes and antique effects. 
Examples below: 

 

 
Talking of images, the site 
http://www.letterpool.com/ 
seems to be a really useful idea for a local 
challenge to give students during induction. 
Just wish I’d thought of it first! 

Feeling out of touch with the young people? 
Then 
http://www.gotateenager.org.uk/ 
may help – “a social networking and advice 
site that gives parents of teenagers an online 
space to support each other through the 
challenges and successes of bringing up 
teens.” 

The idea of using games authoring as an 
educational tool carries some champions. 
YoYo Game maker  
http://www.yoyogames.com/gamemaker/try 

http://delicious.com/tag/itte
http://www.meetomatic.com/about.php
http://www.teachertube.com/index.php
http://www.zamzar.com/
http://www.mediaconverter.org/
http://www.youconvertit.com/
http://www.periodicvideos.com/
http://teachingandlearning.qia.org.uk/teachingandlearning/downloads/Default.aspx
http://teachingandlearning.qia.org.uk/teachingandlearning/downloads/Default.aspx
http://www.faststone.org/
http://www.photoscape.org/
http://www.letterpool.com/
http://www.gotateenager.org.uk/
http://www.yoyogames.com/gamemaker/try
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has a free download – one of our trainees 
who used to work in that area thought it was 
good. 

Greenfoot 
http://www.greenfoot.org/ 
and Sophie 
http://sophieproject.cntv.usc.edu/ 
are other programming environments that 
might be useful.Microsoft Popfly at 
http://www.popfly.com/ 
is offering something similar. 

Want to fake up newspaper clippings then try  
http://www.fodey.com/generators/newspaper/sni
ppet.asp 
Can’t have too many words though. 

The site 
http://www.fionahogg.com/info.htm 
has some visual versions of the Pedagogy 
and Practice materials plus some other info 
sheets that are free to download. You may 
love or hate them. If nothing else you can use 
them to discuss handout design. 

The UK Evidence Portal from the CFBT 
Education Trust, 
http://www.eep.ac.uk/ 
looks to have potential - “This portal helps 
you find educational evidence from a range 
of reputable sources using a single search. It 
is designed for both professional and lay 
people interested in education and children's 
services.” 

Fancy some doodling then try Pencil,  
http://www.les-stooges.org/pascal/pencil/ 

It’s multi-platform. Online artistry can be 
practised at 
http://www.pixlr.com/.  

Did you know Google has a schools 
focussed portal at  
http://www.google.co.uk/intl/en/schools/index.ht
ml 

Anyone tried Wiggio 
http://www.wiggio.com/ 
for group working? Or Scriblink 
http://www.scriblink.com/?  

I joined up to Microsoft’s Faculty 
Connection  
http://www.microsoft.com/education/facultycon
nection/ 
as it looked to have some useful stuff 
(haven’t found anything yet though). 

For ICT trainees then 
http://www.ictpro.org/ 
may offer access to useful resources. 

Think this url came about via the list 
discussion on essential applications for 
trainees  
http://portableapps.com/ 
it’s a useful repository of applications that 
will run from a pen drive (etc). 

I hadn’t happened upon a silly site this 
edition so I searched and found  
http://www.sillysigns.org.uk/ 
- enjoy! 
 

n.r.stanley@livjm.ac.uk 

http://www.greenfoot.org/
http://sophieproject.cntv.usc.edu/
http://www.popfly.com/
http://www.fodey.com/generators/newspaper/snippet.asp
http://www.fodey.com/generators/newspaper/snippet.asp
http://www.fionahogg.com/info.htm
http://www.eep.ac.uk/
http://www.les-stooges.org/pascal/pencil/
http://www.pixlr.com/
http://www.google.co.uk/intl/en/schools/index.html
http://www.google.co.uk/intl/en/schools/index.html
http://www.wiggio.com/
http://www.scriblink.com/
http://www.microsoft.com/education/facultyconnection/
http://www.microsoft.com/education/facultyconnection/
http://www.ictpro.org/
http://portableapps.com/
http://www.sillysigns.org.uk/
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ITTE Committee Members 2007-2008 
Richard Bennett Elected 2007 - 2010 University of Chester  

Pete Bradshaw Elected 2006 - 2009 Nottingham Trent University 

Margaret Danby Secretary  

Tony Fisher Co-opted University of Nottingham 

Bob Fox Co-opted University of Worcester 

Clare Furlonger Elected 2008 - 2011 Bath Spa University 

Helena Gillespie Elected 2006 - 2009 University of East Anglia 

Chris Higgins Treasurer Oxford Brookes University 

Alison Hramiak Elected 2007 - 2010 Sheffield Hallam University 

Libby Jared Visitor (Newsletter) University of Cambridge 

Graham Jarvis Past Chair – Co-opted Trinity and All Saints College, Leeds 

Steve Kennewell Visitor (Editor TPE) Swansea Metropolitan University 

John Potter Elected 2006 - 2009 Institute of Education (London) 

Ken Powell Elected 2007 - 2010 Vice-Chair Canterbury Christ Church University 

Gavin Rhoades Elected 2008 - 2011 University of Wolverhampton 

Kate Watson Elected 2008 - 2011 Exeter University 

Sarah Younie Chair De Montfort University 

 

 
ITTE Receipt and Payment Accounts 
Year ending 31/12/2007 
Presented at Conference by the Treasurer 

 
Receipts (2007) (2006) Payments  (2007) (2006) 

 Membership fees 5145 4775  Stationery and Newsletter 814 833 

 TPE royalties 4000 4000  Travel and Subsistence 5410 4630 

 Interest on deposits 467 362  TPE costs 4535 4333 

 Research Conference 6380   Website 18 2787 

 Summer conference 2351 3386  Research Conference 7435  

  18343  12523  Summer Conference 1045  

     Voices project 2500 2000 

      21757  14583 

BALANCE at 31/12/2007:                 £32170                    
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Endpiece 
Libby Jared 

At the recent ITTE Research Seminar we had the privilege of 
hearing Avril (re)present her inaugural professorial lecture. (For an 
account of the first occasion please see the previous Newsletter!). 
Talking about the ‘early days’ of ICT when BBC B computers were 
first appearing in the classroom, Avril made the point how pupils’ 
ways of working could change …. 
One afternoon, having used the computer for a writing task ‘Daniel’ 
read through his work and wanted to make some changes. “How 
can we get rid of those words?” Avril asked. To which came the 
reply “We press the delight key, Miss”. 



 

Produced in Microsoft Word by Libby Jared  Printed by Cranfield University Press 
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ITTE Conference 2009 

 

“Digital Communities for Learning"“Digital Communities for Learning"“Digital Communities for Learning"“Digital Communities for Learning"    

Tuesday 7th July to Thursday 9th July 2009 

Start thinking about offering a conference paper/session!Start thinking about offering a conference paper/session!Start thinking about offering a conference paper/session!Start thinking about offering a conference paper/session!    

For further information contact: Kate Watson 

Kate.E.Watson@exeter.ac.uk 

 

 

Who and where does this Newsletter go to? 

Two copies are snail-mailed to institutional members’ named representatives for circulation. One copy is snail-
mailed to each individual member. Further copies are posted to relevant government agencies. Soon after 
publication, each issue is posted as a pdf on the ITTE website. 
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