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Chair’s report 

A lot has certainly happened since the last newsletter! The country is in the 

process of losing BECTA, the QCDA and the GTCE which leaves me 

wondering if Ofsted and the TDA will survive. One consequence of these 

changes is that the value of organisations such as ITTE in providing a forum 

for colleagues to meet and discuss issues is more important than ever. 

One of the main ways we do this is, of course, through our conferences and 

seminars. The reports from the 11th Research Seminar at Cambridge showed 

how valued these events are and the summer conference at Liverpool Hope 

still has places left if you missed out. Thanks to Libby Jared for organising the 

Research Seminar again and to Mike Richardson for organising the summer 

conference. 

Thanks must go to Gavin Rhoades for the amazing work he is doing on the 

web site (www.itte.org.uk). Please take some time to have a look at this if you 

haven’t done recently. There are now SIG areas, forums, blogs, wikis and 

blogs available for use and some of the papers from last summer’s 

conference in Exeter are also online. The aim is to have most of this 

summer’s conference papers online for those people who can’t attend. 

This term has been dominated by two items, the successor to the TDA’s 

Subject Resource Network (we run the ICT SRN at www.ict-tutors.co.uk), 

known as the Curriculum Resource Networks, and the future of the Council for 

Subject Associations. I am very grateful for all the work Graham Jarvis and his 

team for all they work they did on producing our bid, however the TDA have 

decided to withdraw the tender and we wait to see if it will be re-advertised in 

the future. It looks like the CfSA will be continuing although in a slightly 

different form to take account of the loss of their central funding. Recent 

events have shown the need for an organisation like the CfSA to allow the 

subject associations to be able to work as a group and so this news is very 

welcome. 

Finally, you will have noticed the redesigned newsletter – all credit to the 

Alison Hramiak and Helena Gillespie for having produced this colour issue! 

http://www.ict-tutors.co.uk/
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From the Editors 

Helena says - If you’re an established ITTE member, you’ll notice that our 

newsletter looks a little different this time. We’ve decided to move into colour 

but reduce the number of pages. The reason for this is that ITTE is trying 

different ways to communicate with its members, and as more information and 

news goes onto the ITTE website, the purpose of the newsletter is changing. 

We welcome your views about when, how and why we might communicate 

with our members. 

Alison says - I'd just like to say a big 'thanks' to Helena for getting this new 

version of the newsletter together. Ofsted have been and gone now - more of 

that from me in the next edition - and I have to say that Helena has done most 

of the work getting this together this time as a result of me (Hallam)  being  

inspected. More from me in the next one, honest.  

We both say - In the meantime we hope you enjoy reading the news 

(dominated by politics I’m afraid) and about conferences past and pending. 

We’ve also included the popular end notes for your bookshelf, browsing and 

play. 

For those able to go to the summer conference, we hope you find it both 

professionally and personally enjoyable, and to everyone, we wish you a 

restful summer. Plenty of time yet before September….. 

 

Helena Gillespie h.gillespie@uea.ac.uk 

Alison Hramiak A.Hramiak@shu.ac.uk 



4 

News 

 

All change 

Helena Gillespie 

h.gillespie@uea.ac.uk 

We live in interesting times. With the change in government we are working in 

a new atmosphere and with new challenges. This is not the place for political 

comment, so I will restrict myself to saying that I hope the axe hasn’t fallen to 

close to our many ITTE colleagues, and thank those below who have offered 

comment on the changes so far. If you want to know more about what in 

store, the Coalition government’s programme is available at: 

http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/media/409088/pfg_coalition.pdf  

 

Life without BECTA 

Clare Furlonger 

 C.Furlonger@bathspa.ac.uk 

Both BECTA and NCET before it, have been an integral part of my school and 

university teaching career and it was with enormous sadness that I heard the 

news of its demise. I remember Neil McLean talking about ICT capability at a 

range of ICT related events, many years before it became an integral part of 

the philosophy of ICT teaching and learning.  BECTA had an enormous 

influence on my practice as a teacher with its advice on running an ICT 

department, hardware and software resourcing, coordinating cross curricular 

ICT and providing a picture of what ICT in schools might look like in years to 

come.  Once in Teacher Education, I found the BECTA site a great resource 

both for examples of outstanding video projects, useful plans of ICT Teaching 

and Learning Environments and valuable information on approaches to the 

use of ICT in supporting the learning of children with disabilities. Not to 

mention the links to a wealth of research. Yet,  I realised that the BECTA site 

had slipped to the bottom of my bookmarks some time ago and when I last 

looked there for new resources, there was nothing of real value for me. The 

worst thing was that resources previously available had disappeared. I 

wonder if that is the experience of others. Perhaps BECTA has had its time, 

but let’s hope that the best of BECTA is archived and still available in this new 

world of self autonomy.  I get the feeling that forward thinking and research 

may not be the flavour of the day in current thinking and I may just choose to 

use some of their fantastic resources from the past. 

mailto:h.gillespie@uea.ac.uk
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/media/409088/pfg_coalition.pdf
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Rose withers on the Vine – and other efforts at pruning 

Paul Parslow-Williams 

p.parslow-williams@uea.ac.uk 

You may be interested to learn that the Department for Education officially 

announced in a recent press notice that the proposed new primary curriculum 

based on the Rose review will not be introduced into schools. 

"...ministers also confirmed that they will not proceed with the last 

Government’s proposed new primary curriculum, which was based on a 

review led by Sir Jim Rose. The new curriculum was due to be taught in 

schools from September 2011, but the relevant clause in the Children, 

Schools and Families Bill did not successfully pass through the last 

Parliament.  

Nick Gibb said:  

A move away from teaching traditional subjects like history and geography 

could have led to an unacceptable erosion of standards in our primary 

schools.  

Instead, teachers need a curriculum which helps them ensure that every child 

has a firm grasp of the basics and a good grounding in general knowledge, 

free from unnecessary prescription and bureaucracy.  

It is vital that we return our curriculum to its intended purpose – a minimum 

national entitlement organised around subject disciplines. 

Ministers have always made clear their intentions to make changes to the 

National Curriculum, to ensure a relentless focus on the basics and to give 

teachers more flexibility than the proposed primary curriculum offered. They 

will shortly announce their next steps.  

In the meantime, the Department has advised schools that the existing 

primary curriculum will continue to be in force in 2011/12 and primary schools 

should plan on that basis. " 

In the Secondary phase, also for the chop are the Diplomas in Science, 

Modern Languages and Humanities. Meanwhile restrictions on iGCSEs  are 

lifted. 

For the full press release - http://www.education.gov.uk/news/press-notices-

new/nationalcurriculum 

 

http://www.education.gov.uk/news/press-notices-new/nationalcurriculum
http://www.education.gov.uk/news/press-notices-new/nationalcurriculum
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BBC News School Report project: an evaluation of trainees’ experiences 

Pete Bradshaw, Karen Cameron, Helena Gillespie, Sarah Younie 

A research team from ITTE has been evaluating the effect on trainee teachers 

who participated in the BBC News School Report project. Trainees work with 

pupils, adapting a series of lessons in which a variety of technologies is used, 

including video and audio. The pupils produce a news report, which is 

uploaded to the BBC News School Report website on March 11th; the main 

idea being that the pupils will experience the excitement and pressure of a 

day in the news room, working to deadlines. Training and resources were 

provided by the BBC and, where trainees were involved, funded by the TDA. 

Dr Sarah Younie, Pete Bradshaw, Helena Gillespie and Karen Cameron 

surveyed providers, school mentors and trainees to collect their views of the 

impact this project on trainees, using an online questionnaire. This was 

followed by an opportunity to meet participants at three evaluation days 

across the country where this impact was explored in more depth.  The 

findings of the project will be presented at the ITTE annual conference in 

Liverpool in July, where we look forward to discussing the results. We would 

like to take this opportunity to thank all providers and participants for their 

input on this project.    
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Conference News 

 

11th ITTE Research seminar 

Back in chilly March, the 11th ITTE Research seminar was held at the Møller 

Centre in Cambridge. The usual high standard of hospitality more than made 

up for the chilly weather, as did the company. The seminar was the last for 

Libby Jared as organiser and the plenary she presented on the previous eight 

research seminars gave cause for much mirth and reflection too, on how 

times have changed. Everyone involved is very grateful to Libby for all her 

work over the years, and as we try to take the research seminar into a new 

phase, there is quite an act to follow. 

 

 

 

ITTE Summer conference – This time IT’s personal…. 

The ITTE summer conference is just round the corner, with personalisation as 

its theme. A wide variety of workshops and research papers are offered, 

including papers on Web 2.0 technologies, the rights and responsibilities of a 

learner’s avatar, e-safety and online communities (and many more). The ITTE 

website will carry more information on these papers after the conference and 

we hope to have report for the next newsletter. Keynotes this year look 

interestingly diverse; Steve Moss will talk about World Class Teaching and 

Learning with ICT, Tim Rylands will talk about using ICT to inspire and Sugata 

Mitra will talk about self organising systems of education. 
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Bits and Bobs 

 

New on the bookshelf 

Neil Stanley 

N.R.Stanley@ljmu.ac.uk 

I put the books for this column on one side and was somewhat surprised to 

see how many had built up, until I realised that there has been quite a while 

since the last copy of the newsletter.  

I had an ‘adventure’ featuring a publisher earlier in the year. Whilst reading 

one book I realised that I couldn’t recall an apparently important incident that 

the characters were referring to but carried on reading until, suddenly, I 

discovered a sentence ending at the bottom of a page but in mid-flow on the 

next. Closer investigation revealed that a whole section was missing from the 

text and another section was repeated. I suspected I’d bought the book at 

Borders so I couldn’t go back to the shop (no receipt for it anyway) so I 

decided to contact the publisher. This was between Christmas and New Year 

so I looked at the website and located a general contact email address, 

sending a message asking what to do. Towards late January I’d had no reply 

(they may have been away skiing!) so I printed the email, wrote a covering 

note and posted to the publisher’s head office. A good while later and I still 

had no reply; so I went back on the web. All the key personnel were named 

but no email addresses; however if you wanted a job there was a named 

email – that identified the pattern of their email addresses. So I emailed a 

selection of important people pointing out how poor their customer services 

were. Within 2 hours (and this was of an evening) the production manager 

had replied and within the week I had a replacement book (just the book!). It’s 

not the only unmonitored customer services email I’ve come across. 

Reassuringly the ‘incident’ was in the missing section. 

I’m currently reading David Nicholls’ One day (Hodder) and enjoying it. Told in 

annual snapshots it explores the relationship between two students who 

graduated on the same day in 1988 – tempted to read a bit more rather than 

write this but ... 

I’ve finished Stieg Larsson’s Millennium Trilogy The Girl Who Played with Fire 

and The Girl Who Kicked the Hornets' Nest (Quercus). The reviewers have 

been somewhat sniffy about those who enjoyed these – I did. It’s good that 

although the main character might have a life after these 3 books, the last one 

ends at a point of closure. 

Quite why my wife bought me a book for Christmas about a university tutor 

who was going deaf is an interesting Freudian proposition. Fortunately he is 
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retired, taught English and the main character in David Lodge’s deaf 

sentence. The ending may be a little predictable but again an enjoyable read. 

A Florentine Death by Michele Giuttari (Abacus) is the tale of a serial 

murderer written by an Italian detective and met my requirements for a good 

detective thriller. So much so that the author’s A Death in Tuscany is in the to-

be-read pile. It had a good structure with a satisfying conclusion. 

A niece and aunt combination are responsible for The Guernsey Literary and 

Potato Peel Pie Society by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows 

(Bloomsbury). The aunt was the original author but needed help to complete it 

and unfortunately died before publication. The structure of the book is a series 

of letters that gradually reveal the story, based around Guernsey immediately 

post war. You do find yourself drawn into the lives of those being written about 

(and do find out about potato peel pie). 

I’d expected a book by Arthur Matthews (Father Ted etc) to be fun, but I was 

disappointed by Well-Remembered Days (Macmillan). This is an invented 

biography of Eoin O’Ceallaigh a founding member of the ‘League of the 

Mother of God Against Sin’. I suspect it reads too plausible rather than being 

as extreme and witty as much of Flann O’Brien’s work. If you’ve not read his 

The Third Policeman give it a try. 

The annual Falco novel from Lindsey Davis, Alexandria (Arrow), doesn’t 

disappoint and indicates a return to form. Falco and family are on a trip to 

Egypt where they discover goings on at the Library. As usual his relatives are 

implicated.  

Getting more serious, Damp Squid by Jeremy Butterfield (OUP) looks at the 

structure of the English language and is based on research in the Oxford 

Corpus, the body of texts used to compile their dictionaries. It looks at how 

words originated and how they are made up. Makes for an interesting and 

informative read. 

A variety of new academic texts has piled up too. There’s Capel, Leask and 

Turner’s Readings for Learning to Teach in the Secondary School 

(Routledge): looks like a useful resource. Motivating your Secondary Class by 

Galton, Steward, Hargreaves, Page and Pell (Sage) draws together several 

research studies to present ideas for re-energising learners. Useful sources of 

evidence for M level reflections.  

Good assessment practice still needs additional support and Developing 

Teacher Assessment by Gardner, Harlen, Hayward and Stobart with 

Montgomery (OU/McGraw Hill) provides a well argued series of chapters that 

will help trainees appreciate the issues. 

Moving on to study skills, two new books from OU/McGraw Hill, Write Great 

Essays (2e) by Levin and The Ultimate Study Skills Handbook by Moore, 
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Neville, Murphy and Connolly are worth a mention. The essay book will 

certainly be joining reading lists (and if they then read it they will find it very 

helpful) and the study skills book challenges the current recommendation from 

Cottrell for its place. Both would be best read prior to arrival at university. 

I’d not taught programming for a while and had also not taught an object 

based language so it was necessary to get up to speed (it was interesting 

what had stuck and how that fitted with the books I found). Two books by 

Vickers How to think like a programmer, one subtitled  Problem Solving for the 

Bewildered, the other program design solutions for the bewildered (Cengage) 

came to my notice. In particular the first chapter in the first book “Starting to 

think like a programmer” has great value and the whole book focuses on 

problem solving. I’m reminded of Wiggin’s and McTighe’s Understanding by 

Design which has a problem solving approach to curriculum design. Is there a 

teacher development book out there that considers a problems solving 

approach to lesson design? The second book appears to be a very extended 

version of the 1st (600 v 250 pages). I also bought Scratch programming for 

teens by Ford (Cengage) which proved useful for the unit of work I was 

running. 

I also look out for time management techniques that may help especially the 

PGCE trainees cope with the pressure. The most recent of these is Pomodoro 

Technique Illustrated by Nöteberg (Pragmatic). It’s named after a kitchen 

timer shaped like a tomato(!) and is a single activity timeboxing technique. 

Maybe now I can do some reading! 

 

 

 

 

My Latest Toy 
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Neil Stanley 

N.R.Stanley@ljmu.ac.uk 

 

It was suggested by the editors that I might provide another ‘Toy’ column. At 

the time of that request I hadn’t really acquired anything relevant but since 

then I’ve been evaluating an appropriate device. 

All year, one of my maths trainees has been sitting at the front of class 

(relevant) making her notes with a rather fat pen (c the thickness of my 

fingers) on ‘funny’ paper. I’d not really given much notice. However I was 

being told that I had a small sum of money left on a project (the e-marking 

one) and I’d started looking at pens that used normal ink but came with a 

memory of some sort. 

Turns out my student was using a Livescribe Pulse Smartpen; just what my 

researches came up with as a best buy. The video at 

tv.hexus.net/show/2010/01/CES_2010_-

_The_awesome_Pulse_SmartPen_from_Livescribe really sold it to me. They 

seem to have recently released a newer model but the one I got is now £99 at 

Amazon. 

So what do you get – the pen, a case, a dock, spare ink and a notebook. The 

notebook is essential as the pen ‘reads’ special dotty paper. One selling point 

was the ability to print your own paper – no success with that so far as you 

need direct access to a colour postscript printer and our network machines 

use PCL! However I suspect that the notebooks are almost as cheap to buy 

as print. Yes I did try photocopying, and no, it doesn’t work. 

So what else have I discovered so far? Well the special paper means that you 

can’t capture comments made on ordinary documents so we’re talking 

working in situations where using a computer would be obtrusive or too slow. 

Essentially it’s like using a tablet pc just in a graphics input mode. Indeed the 

notebook weighs almost as much as a tablet – but you can get A5 notebooks. 

At the moment it sounds like a disaster! But there is still potential. A strength 

is that the desktop software manages your notebooks – you get page 

previews and can search and export the contents. You can also add on a text 

recognition option (I was annoyed that this wasn’t standard) and you can also 

add in a translator app. The built in microphone associates recordings with the 

section of text being written (that’s why she sat in the front row). 

So who might find it useful? Those situations where you don’t want to hide 

behind a computer screen and make clickety noises. Certainly for poor typists 

wishing to record their meeting notes (in a one-to-one tutorial or support 

meeting having the audio record may be invaluable); researchers working on 

http://tv.hexus.net/show/2010/01/CES_2010_-_The_awesome_Pulse_SmartPen_from_Livescribe
http://tv.hexus.net/show/2010/01/CES_2010_-_The_awesome_Pulse_SmartPen_from_Livescribe
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open-ended responses; those working in situations where the notation is hard 

to enter on a computer (Maths or Chemistry for example) – admittedly you 

could scan ordinary written notes but this does organise it and you can 

capture voice. It’ll also capture non standard note gathering such as mind-

maps and there’s a Cornell note-taking template, and others, out there (see 

the support forums). There are also several videos published on how to use 

the device to create ‘pencasts’. 

The silliest application it comes with is a music one. You draw a piano 

keyboard and end up with a virtual stylophone. 

What would be nice? – easier printing of the dot pages (big complaint on the 

forums) and some way of using templates for tutorials or lesson observations 

(apparently there is an SDK available to enable this). 

My verdict. It has potential but I think I need to use it at an event like a 

conference to really test it out before I decide if it really fits the way I work. 

 

 

 

Web Wanderings 

Neil Stanley 

N.R.Stanley@ljmu.ac.uk 

Another compilation of open source software can be found at: 

www.theopendisc.com/education/ 

You know I like visualising data so I like www.informationisbeautiful.net/ and the option 

to get at the sources data provided at www.guardian.co.uk/news/datablog is great fun. 

http://www.theopendisc.com/education/
http://www.informationisbeautiful.net/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/datablog
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They had the table of data regarding VC’s pay. Did mean to see how they worked out 

per employee. A similar visualisation of books is at: litemind.com/category/book-

summary/ 

The Royal Society broadcasts its events at: royalsociety.org/All-our-Web-casts/. While 

you can find adverts at: www.thinkbox.tv/server/show/nav.740 - these may be useful for 

lessons that need to criticise videos. 

Has anyone played with www.virtual-whiteboard.co.uk/? Want to collaborate and share 

web clippings? Then simplybox.com/index/education seems an answer. 

For ICT teachers: www.dolinski.co.uk/ offers resources and aturingmachine.com is as 

suggested (I bought a Turing Machine app for my iPod Touch – sad really!) 

Some Flash based games at: www.sandfields.co.uk/games/ 

This may be cheaper than clickers: www.microsoft.com/uk/multipoint/mouse-mischief/. 

But if you want a cheap e-whiteboard then look at johnnylee.net/projects/wii/. More D&T 

style projects at: www.build-it-yourself.com/biy-projects/index-projects/index-project.html 

Some of you will remember www.ladybirdprints.com. I’m sure they could be used in 

lessons somehow. I was impressed by the historic photos at 

www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/pgz/ - try searching for your town or local city. More 

historic images at: viewfinder.english-heritage.org.uk/ . 

I’m sure you are aware of www.heacademy.ac.uk/evidencenet and the useful 

www.ethicsguidebook.ac.uk/ 

From Northern Ireland some e-learning CPD resources (includes Emotional Intelligence 

AFL, Visual Literacy) are at: www.neelb.org.uk/teachers/cass/ddgp-elearning/. And 

something on asking effective questions at: 

gmariegroup.com/asking_effective_questions.html 

Another list published a collection of text display software; besides www.wordle.net/, 

they added worditout.com/, www.tagxedo.com/, www.abcya.com/word_clouds.htm, and 

www.wordsift.com/. An interesting dictionary at: www.wordnik.com/. 

Now for the real sillies. Want to know if you live in a tranquil place? Try 

www.cpre.org.uk/campaigns/landscape/tranquillity/national-and-regional-tranquillity-

maps 

We had the world shipping previously, now try the planes www.radarvirtuel.com/ (this 

was good when the Ash cloud was about). It keeps telling me that the script running 

may make my PC go slow. 

For reasons that are probably too silly to explain here, I needed some old children’s TV 

music which I found at: www.televisiontunes.com/. 

Finally, you can’t get much sillier than www.keepcalm-o-matic.co.uk/ 

http://litemind.com/category/book-summary/
http://litemind.com/category/book-summary/
http://royalsociety.org/All-our-Web-casts/
http://www.thinkbox.tv/server/show/nav.740
http://www.virtual-whiteboard.co.uk/
http://simplybox.com/index/education
http://www.dolinski.co.uk/
http://www.aturingmachine.com/
http://www.sandfields.co.uk/games/
http://www.microsoft.com/uk/multipoint/mouse-mischief/default.aspx
http://johnnylee.net/projects/wii/
http://www.build-it-yourself.com/biy-projects/index-projects/index-project.html
http://www.ladybirdprints.com/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/pgz/
http://viewfinder.english-heritage.org.uk/
http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/evidencenet
http://www.ethicsguidebook.ac.uk/
http://www.neelb.org.uk/teachers/cass/ddgp-elearning/
http://gmariegroup.com/asking_effective_questions.html
http://www.wordle.net/
http://worditout.com/
http://www.tagxedo.com/
http://www.abcya.com/word_clouds.htm
http://www.wordsift.com/
http://www.wordnik.com/
http://www.cpre.org.uk/campaigns/landscape/tranquillity/national-and-regional-tranquillity-maps
http://www.cpre.org.uk/campaigns/landscape/tranquillity/national-and-regional-tranquillity-maps
http://www.radarvirtuel.com/
http://www.televisiontunes.com/
http://www.keepcalm-o-matic.co.uk/

