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From the Editor                

 
 

 

Summer time…and the living is eas(ier) ! 
 
Time for another edition of the newsletter before we all break for summer - after the ITTE conference of 
course. 
 
Once again, thanks to all who have contributed to this edition.  
 
A slimmer version of the Newsletter this time as we all approach a very busy time of year. There is the usual 
report from the Chair, Andy Connell, with updates on CAS and recruitment.  
 
We have a number of articles from old and new contributors, including developments on MOOCs, from 
Helena Gillespie, information on the EU HandsOn ICT project by Christina Preston, and an article on the 
Education Futures Collaboration by Sarah Jones. I’ve also included my last tales from TeachFirst to round 
things off there. Graham Jarvis has also added his ‘twopennuth’ from the sidelines. 
 
And you know I wouldn’t let it go out without some wanderings and gleanings from Neil and myself…would 
I? 
 
Do make sure you read the conference details carefully, and get on with securing funding from your 
institution for this regularly awesome event. One that promises to be at least as good as previous ones, 
situated as it is, near the very beautiful beaches of the North East coast. 
 
I hope you continue to enjoy this newsletter and find time to contribute in whatever way you can – it’s 
very much appreciated. Best wishes to all. Hope to see you in Sunderland in July. 
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Chairs Report - May 2014 
Andy Connell 

 
As we approach the Summer, I have been reflecting and feel it has been another hectic academic year, with 

all kinds of challenges.  The political dimension remains and arguments about the merits of the new 

Programme of Study for Computing go on.  However, it is with us and colleagues up and down the country 

are trying to interpret it and plan for its implementation.  I have seen some great ideas in primary and 

secondary schools, but it is worrying how many schools I see that do not seem to be as prepared for it as 

they would like.   The need for high quality CPD remains very high. 

CAS has received more government money to offer CPD through its hubs.    Universities, through the 

Network of Excellence, are running courses.  ITTE members are involved in both these approaches and in 

many more CPD initiatives. However, levels of CPD remain insufficient to train the entire workforce to the 

high standards we would wish for and funding is disappointingly low.  I am also personally concerned that 

there seems to be a plethora of skills based courses on offer, but not as many with the necessary focus on 

pedagogy.  I would be happy to be proved wrong on this last point. 

Recruitment to Computing ITT remains lower than we would hope nationally. A number of University ITT 

Computing courses are under threat and we wish colleagues well if they are living with uncertainty at the 

moment.  As the balance moves towards school based colleagues, ITTE as an organisation needs to reach 

out to School Direct, School Direct Salaried and SCITT Computing trainers and offer its invaluable 

experience and support.    With this in mind, we are setting up Strategic Planning Group to look at the 

direction ITTE should take.  If you have a strong interest in being on the group, which will meet 2nd and 3rd 

September, please let me know. 

On another note completely, have you checked out the ITTE website recently?  It has had an update and we 

hope members like it.  If you have any feedback let David Longman know.   

The UK Forum for Computing Education, on which ITTE has representation (me), it working hard to 

influence politicians and industry and is having some success. The Chair of UKForCE, Chris Mairs, is now on 

the STEM joint ministerial meeting group and he has been invited to talk at the No. 10 Council for Science 

and Technology.  Documents to send to each of the main political parties are drafted, emphasising the 

need for continuing CPD and high quality ITT in Computing. There will be a UKForCE web site launch soon. 

Members will be interested to know that OfQual have agreed the criteria for new exams in the subject area 

and the exam boards are now busy using them to write exam proposals. 

I hope to see many of you at the Annual ITTE Conference this year.  It is at a great venue, has really 

interesting key note speakers and includes important opportunities for discussion and debate.  Book now, if 

you haven't already. 

Best wishes 

Andy 
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Teaching Computing Open Online Course – Interim Review 
Helena Gillespie, UEA 
 

Teaching Computing was an open online course launched on February 2014 by The University of East Anglia 

on the FutureLearn platform in association with Computing at School (CAS) and BT. The course ran for 4 

weeks. The main driver was to explore the medium of open online learning as a mode of teacher 

professional development. In addition, it addressed a pressing need for training for teachers in relation to 

the new curriculum for Computing which begins in September 2014. The course was developed in 

partnership with CAS, who offered a valuable insight into the new national curriculum as well as access to 

its network of Master Teachers. BT are also actively involved in developing materials for teachers to use in 

schools and offered expertise as well as insight into the importance of the curriculum to industry. 

 

The course offered an opportunity to survey the participants at the beginning. This gave us some useful 

data. We largely captured our intended audience for the course with 83% of respondents being serving 

teachers, 85% are UK based, 83% are in state funded schools of different kinds. There was a slight bias 

towards Primary Teachers on the course – 44% primary phase compared to 33% secondary. The rest were 

assorted educationalists, such as home educators or parents and grandparents keen to keep up with what 

their children were going to study. There were also some IT professionals with an interest in education. 

 

Anecdotally, we knew that teachers were anxious about the changes the new curriculum was bringing, and 

we wondered what schools were doing to prepare. It was interesting that nearly a third of respondents 

have signed up to the course with colleagues (31%), suggesting that peer support was important. We also 

noticed that on the platform some participants appeared to be working through the materials together. 

 

In the pre-course survey, 42% of respondents declared themselves to be ICT or Computing subject leads. 

This perhaps is predicable, as these are likely to be those who, at the moment have the greatest knowledge 

of the requirements and challenges that the new curriculum holds. When we run the course again in the 

Autumn term, it will be interesting to see if we attract more class teachers and fewer specialists. 

Predictably perhaps for a group of teachers with an interest in technology many of the participants had 

done a MOOC before (42%) half say video is their preferred way of relearning online – although there is lots 

of support for other methods of learning too. These learning presences were very similar to the 

preferences expressed by other groups of participants on other MOOCs, and their preferences are borne 

out by learner feedback on the platform itself. 

 

Learning analytics captured two weeks after the course closed show that levels of en-gagement in the 

course were maintained better than many other ‘MOOC’ courses (where the typical ‘completion rate’ is 

around 10%). On this course the total number of learners visiting steps was 4075 and we saw the expected 

attrition rate fall less steeply than would be typical for some other MOOCs, with a final completion rate, 

defined as learners visiting steps in the final week, at 34%. Active learners, defined by FutureLearn as those 

marking the steps complete mirrored the number of participants, social learners, those leaving comments 

fell off a little more steeply, but this might be accounted for by the very significant contribution to the 

‘introduce yourself’ discussion in the first week which gathered nearly 2,500 comments in total. 

The definition of the MOOC (Massive Open Online Course) is contentious, especially what constitutes 

‘massive’. The term itself has come to mean so many diverse things that it has almost become useless, and 

FutureLearn prefer to talk about open online courses. While the 4,000 learners that took part is modest 

compared to other FutureLearn courses, it is very large as a teacher professional development event. It 

http://ueamoocs.wordpress.com/2014/03/25/teaching-computing-open-online-course-public-review/
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may be that we should regard ‘Teaching Computing’ as a ‘NOOC’ (Niche Open Online Course) and focus on 

a set of success criteria that doesn’t compare the course in terms of recruitment but on how engagement is 

maintained and participants’ own needs are met. 

 

 
 

In the end of course survey, participants were asked to compare their confidence in teaching the new 

curriculum before and after the course. Before the course, 41% reported they felt confident or very 

confident in teaching the new curriculum. After the course, 72% reported feeling confident or very 

confident. We also have data about the areas in which teachers feel they still need help in after the course. 

We asked the participants to rank the aspects of teaching computing they felt they needed most and least 

help with. This provides us with useful data for planning part 2 of the courses and making adjustments to 

part 1 for the Autumn run. Here are their responses ranked from least help needed to most help needed: 

 

Subject Knowledge in Digital Literacy 

Subject Knowledge in ICT 

Ability to plan effective lessons 

Awareness of pupil learning strategies 

Content and knowledge of the curriculum 

Subject knowledge in coding 

 

The most successful content, judging by learner feedback, were the videos of lessons with commentary 

from the teachers. They also enjoyed the interviews with experts about the drivers for the new curriculum. 

The course had one MCQ test, which got positive feedback and a self review which wasn’t automated. The 

participants enjoyed these opportunities to check their own knowledge and understanding and we will be 

including more of these in future iterations. Levels of engagement in peer review were anecdotally 

reported as higher than in other courses with this sort of assessment method, although the standard of 

feedback was not always consistent. A group of PGCE students reported they enjoyed reviewing other 

learners lesson ideas as they felt it added to the subject knowledge. 

 

Overall we are pleased with the course in terms of its reported positive outcomes for learners and the data 

it has afforded us into this pressing topic. In part 2 of the course, which is already recruiting well, we will 



6 

aim to complement existing web based resources and offer something distinctive – including some 

examples of group work with pupils and how teachers can assess pupil learning. We will also look at how 

the elements of the new curriculum are complimentary and linked, and how to plan effectively for this. One 

further theme will be digital citizenship, linking in with e-safety and with how pupils can become effective 

digital scholars in school and beyond. 

 
An EU projects called HandsOn ICT. 
Professor Christina Preston 
 
MirandaNet is one of the partners in an EU LLL programme called Hands-On ICT1 set up to explore the 

value of Massive Online Open Courses (MOOCs) and Community Online Open Courses (COOCs) in 

professional learning. In essence, Hands-On will offer a holistic environment that provides teachers from 

higher education, vocational education and schools with everything they need to learn about making the 

right choice of ICT tools for a given pedagogical activity.  

In the first pilot there were four units and nearly thirty teachers in schools, VE and HE volunteered to pilot 

them. The first three self-contained course units exploring creativity techniques lasted one week each: 

‘concept mapping’, ‘the six hats’ and ‘triggering questions’. Thirty signed up: the average number of 

participants in each unit was eight, a 25% drop out rate from the start (Florjani and Lesjak 2014). This drop 

out rate is expected in MOOCs.   

The design of the fourth e-mentoring unit was based on the knowledge and experience of The 

MirandaNet Fellowship2 in the context of professional e-learning in ‘communities of practice’ (Lave 

and Wenger 1991: Wenger 1998). In particular MirandaNet concentrate on the collaborative and 

interactive potential of e-learning in terms of building and publishing new knowledge called Braided 

Learning (Leask and Younie 2001: Haythornthwaite 2007; Preston 2007: Cuthell 2012). Notice was 

also taken of warnings about the value of MOOCs in learning (Laurillard 2014). 

A meeting was held in April at the London Knowledge Lab to develop the ideas for the second pilot based 

on the evaluation of the first where MirandaNet associates provided the technology: Brother provided their 

OmniJoin videoconferencing system and LightSpeed the sound systems.  

About 200 teachers registered to complete the second pilot of the HANDSON project that started on the 

19th of May. The independent consultant, Dr Yishay Mor3 was invited by the lead partners, the University 

of Catalonia, to participate in the consortium meeting in London last April 28th held at the London 

Knowledge Lab4. His participation had two goals: to provide us with his expertise in the Learning Design 

Studio philosophy for the second pilot and provide an External Evaluation of the project. 

Yishay is ‘interested in the design and use of technology for social and individual empowerment, through 

opening opportunities for participatory learning, collective action and expression’ Yishay agreed to lead the 

facilitation of the project, which was mainly carried out by the University of Catalonia. 

The second pilot of the five week Mooc offered teachers in Secondary schools, Vocational and Technical 

education – (VET), and Higher Education the opportunity to create Learning Designs through the creative 

use of ICT. 

                                                           
1 
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Some ITTE members have been involved in the first and second pilots and information will be sent to the 

ITTE list about the third pilot that will start in October 2015.  It is expected that by this time the Learning 

Designer software from the London Knowledge Lab will also be part of the offering5.  

We shall be posting more information about how join the MOOC on the ITTE mail list. Also keep an eye on 
the blog –  

 
ICT Project handsonict.eu. 
Hands-On ICT Project handsonict.eu 
1 MirandaNet Fellowship www.mirandanet.ac.uk 
1 www.yishaymor.org 
1 http://www.lkl.ac.uk/cms/index.php> 

 

TALES FROM TEACHFIRST 

Alison Hramiak, Sheffield Hallam University, May 2014 

And there it was…gone. We reached the end of the subject days last week, with only Summer Institute 

review to go for them and then they will be qualified teachers. Unfortunately only two of the three could 

make it to the university day – I never thought one trainee missing could have such an effect. We had 

obviously become a tight knit little group of four over the year, and it did feel a bit weird to only have two 

trainees instead of three – really altered the dynamic. And it really does affect your planning when much of 

it is built around trainee presentations and feedback and discussion as a whole group. 

Still, not to be defeated we bravely faced the day and enjoyed it. Differentiation was the order of the day 

and their progress in this area, with the examples they had for dealing with it in Computer Science for all 

ages and levels really impressed me. 

What also struck me was how much one of them had improved academically over the year. The last effort 

he had made with his presentation on the previous subject day wasn’t a flash in the pan and he really does 

know how to use graphics! 

The other thing that brought home to me just how dedicated and professional these trainees are was their 

exuberant passion for their teaching and their sincere anticipation of next year so that they could try out all 

they had learned, and start the whole year over again but doing it better. I’ll miss them. 

Alison  

A.Hramiak@shu.ac.uk 
  

                                                           
 

http://www.lkl.ac.uk/cms/index.php
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ITTE has become a founding member of the Education Futures 
Collaboration! 

What is the Education Futures Collaboration (EFC)? 

The Education Futures Collaboration is an independent international organisation connecting educators and 

their partners who wish to work collaboratively online and who wish to publish research in ways accessible 

to research users. It has been developed by educators involved previously in establishing TeacherNet, the 

GTCE, the Teacher Training Resource Bank and Talking Heads for the NCSL and who have realised that a 

sector led charity is needed to support innovation and knowledge sharing and publishing via the web.  The 

EFC supports collaborative online research networks, improving teacher access to knowledge and research 

publishing for teachers through two main strands of work: the online EdComms platform 

www.educationcommunities.org and MESH (Mapping Educational Specialist knowhow) 

(www.MESHGuides.org) 

 

MESHGuides provide research-based advice for teachers presented through concept maps. The MESH 

system curates and advances education knowledge, using digital tools which support new forms of publishing 

and which facilitate collaboration. MESHGuides have been initially developed by schools and universities, 

teacher-educator networks, academics and teachers who see the need to augment initial teacher training 

with career-long updating to create well-qualified education professionals. To date educators in more than 

75 countries on all continents have engaged with contributing or using MESHGuides. 

 

The Education Communities (Ed Comms) provides an e-infrastructure connecting like-minded individuals and 
communities worldwide. Using the Ed Comms enables users to make the most of how technology can support 
shared interests in improving education for all learners. 

What part does ITTE play as a Founder Member? 

ITTE has joined the Education Futures Collaboration as a Founder Member, which will enable us to help shape 

the direction of the Education Futures Collaboration. In turn, this will help us to raise the profile and expertise 

of teacher education in Computing/IT across the country. 

What else is in it for ITTE? 

ITTE can use a public community on the EdComms to publicise the work of ITTE to attract national and 

international members and to inform others of ITTE’s existence. Private online communities can be used to 

support meetings and for record keeping and online discussion and collaborative document writing. 

Conference and meeting organization can also be simplified through the use of the events section on each 

online communities.  

http://www.educationcommunities.org/
http://www.meshguides.org/
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What is in it for ITTE Members? 

ITTE members can benefit in several ways. Now we are members, you can make use of the Education 

Communities. Specifically, you can use the software to create either private or public communities for free, 

to use in your school, HEI or research group. Some people have used them for writing collaborative bids with 

overseas partners, others for co-authoring book chapters. New communities can be quickly set up. Once you 

have registered (again for free) - click 'Communities' and then 'Create Community'. In registering and creating 

a profile on the website, others can find you via your expertise/interests.  

Why not visit the Digital Literacy and Creativity Community here at: 

[http://www.educationcommunities.org/c/75979/home.do?id=75979&x=164&y=15] 

or other specialist communities relevant to you. 

Another benefit is in either using the MESHGuides or in helping to create them, specifically in relation to the 
programmes of study for Computing and for teaching using technologies. Research active staff in the UK can 
demonstrate, through Google Analytics, the reach of their research. The Spelling Guide was accessed in over 
40 countries in the first month.  

If you have any questions about MESH, the Ed Comms or simply have some questions about ITTE’s 
involvement in the Education Futures Collaboration, please drop me a line. 

Sarah Jones 
(sarah.jones@core-ed.org.uk) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Professor Christina Preston, MirandaNet 

Narrative Ecologies: Teachers as Pedagogical Toolmakers 

Keith Turvey 

Books are an excellent technology to use on trains and buses where wifi and seats are intermittent. 

So for the last thirty years I have reviewed erudite books and journal papers about digital 

technologies on my journeys from home to London and back. In all that time I have never become 

so absorbed in an academic treatise that I have missed my bus stop, until now. 
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The ultimate guide to using ICT across the curriculum 

Jon Audain 

Jon has packed into this book a wealth of exciting and creative ideas that will enthuse teachers and 

pupils alike. His easy style makes the book very readable. The publication is timely and teachers 

who use it will feel well prepared to plan and execute some motivating lessons using ICT. 

From the Sidelines 

As someone who is now into their third year of retirement from paid teaching and lecturing I thought I 

would write some perceptions and reflections from outside the day to day involvement in education and 

ITTE. I use the word ‘paid’ advisedly because I still feel involved in education through my wife, my 7 year old 

grandson, my friends and ex- students and through the media. What I write here is a personal view and I 

use the term ICT to encompass the area and hope colleagues understand the reason for this is out of 

simplicity. 

The first thing to say is the astonishing pace of change that has occurred in teacher education and schools. 

The development of free schools, academies, Teach First and the plethora of routes into teaching appears 

to have changed and be changing the education landscape in so many ways. Whether these changes are all 

for the good is probably for others to judge but it does seem that we are being driven by the most 

ideological Secretary of State I can remember. I think it was Michael Rosen who said that he was pleased 

that the Secretary of State stated he wanted to take education into a new century, unfortunately it was the 

19th!!!  

So where do the new technologies stand within the new and ever changing landscape? It is said it easy to 

look at things in hindsight but when the present Government took office the focus became the deficit and 

Becta and the TDA appeared easy targets. Whilst they may have had their faults they did give a central lead 

to technology in schools and in the area of teacher education. The work done by Tim Tarrant at the TDA in 

conjunction with ITTE focused clearly on what we should expect of newly qualified teachers and what they 

should expect as an entitlement. BECTA helped teachers get support on software and hardware and its 

potential and much more whilst the National Curriculum gave a framework for all. In my role with ITTE I 

also saw a dialogue between policy makers and professionals. My perception is that that dialogue has been 

reduced substantially if it actually happens at all.  

What appears to have happened is the removal of an ‘entitlement’ curriculum as free schools and 

academies (we are told) are enabled to choose their own curriculum. From the sidelines it appears that the 

type and quality of ICT in schools is more dependent on individual schools than on an agreed overview on 

the role it can play in enhancing teaching and learning, enabling learners to understand technology and 

helping teachers to continually develop their knowledge and understanding of the possibilities of 

transforming their own work as professionals and with students. Perhaps the recent request from Stephen 

Heppell regarding ETAG is a recognition that a ‘laissez faire’ approach leaves too much to chance and there 

is a need for a coherent approach.   

Over my years in teaching and involvement with ITTE I can remember many conversations about children 

learning with Technology and that sometimes the learners are leaving the teachers behind!! Last week I 

spent time looking after my 7 year old grandson and he likes to play FIFA 13 on his iPad. Not only does he 

does he know the names of the countries, he knows on which continent they are and can spell them too!! 

He is learning many things outside the school context through play, skills, enjoyment and his interests. My 

question is: ‘Is our education system responding to the realities of many children’s technology experience 
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beyond the classroom?’  I feel this is a question we have asked before! 

Recently I came across this 5 year plan for ICT: 

 ICT plays a major role in creating a new and improved model of teaching and learning where education 

happens anytime, anywhere. To achieve this vision, we will continue to use ICT to:  

• revitalize our schools to make them into dynamic, collaborative and innovative learning institutions 
where students can become more motivated, inquisitive and creative learners.  
• link up our students with the vast networked world of knowledge and information to enable them to 
acquire a broad knowledge base and a global outlook and provide them with the resources for the 
development of a creative mind;  
•develop in our students’ skills and capabilities to critically and intelligently seek, absorb, analyse, manage 
and present information;  
•create new knowledge and products; and  
•develop in our students habits of self-learning to nurture the attitude and capability for lifelong learning.  
http://planipolis.iiep.unesco.org/upload/Philippines/Philippines_ICT4E_Strategic_Plan_summary.pdf 
 
It is for the Philippines and seems, in my opinion, to succinctly and clearly outline the potential of ICT.  
 
From the sidelines I think we need to go back and identify an ‘entitlement in ICT’ for all children. That is to 
say ICT that supports teaching and learning in a motivating and meaningful way. Not all children will be 
computer programmers, or go on to study computer science, but ICT education should give our pupils 
access to technology that enhances their learning and their lives. I also believe that ICT should be a crucial 
part of all new teachers’ courses and there should be on-going CPD as technologies develop. Technology is 
so much part of all our lives it should be central to our education system at all levels and as the above 
extract identifies: “develop in our students habits of self-learning to nurture the attitude and capability for 
lifelong learning.” 
 
Graham Jarvis 
g.p.jarvis@btinternet.com 
 
 

Alison's Google Gleanings 
I thought I would have a look for help with teaching web site design and lo I came across the following site 

which describes an interesting day in which a web design company went out to a local secondary school in 

Sheffield to teach pupils web design and enjoyed it!. Might be worth a look see: 

http://www.pinegreen.co.uk/blog/teaching-web-design/ 

As ever, the TES came up trumps in this area and has a wealth of resources for your trainees (and indeed 

yourselves if you’re interested) at: http://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resources/secondary-44354/ict-

46018/ks3-publishing-on-the-web-46077/website-design-features-46081/ 

There is also a nice little site called teaching ideas at: http://www.teachingideas.co.uk/ which allows you to 

enter a search term for the topic you are seeking help with and then brings back a list of useful sites where 

you can find information on it. It’s colourful too! 

When you google website creation, the search returns many US based sites, so you might need to filter 

carefully there as the information is not always applicable to UK schools.  

Summer Reading 
Well I finally made it to the end of Kate Moss's Labyrinth - it did get better towards the end but I have to 
admit I struggled at the start. I'm now onto David Eggers 'A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius' 

http://planipolis.iiep.unesco.org/upload/Philippines/Philippines_ICT4E_Strategic_Plan_summary.pdf
http://www.pinegreen.co.uk/blog/teaching-web-design/
http://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resources/secondary-44354/ict-46018/ks3-publishing-on-the-web-46077/website-design-features-46081/
http://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resources/secondary-44354/ict-46018/ks3-publishing-on-the-web-46077/website-design-features-46081/
http://www.teachingideas.co.uk/
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which I hope will hold my attention more. I'm also considering taking some history books on holiday this 
year, She Wolves and some Plantagenet reading. I keep saying I will so maybe this year… 
 
Oh and I promised to re-read Alan Garner’s ‘Red Shift’ for my son Ben as he’s read it at my bequest and 
now wants me to talk about it with him and it’s soooooo long since I read it. It is one of my favourite books 
of all time so not a chore really. 
 
If you have time, please check out my son Ben's first novel (he's 13) “Heaven or Not” on the writing site 

Figment at: http://figment.com/search?utf8=%E2%9C%93&site_search=heaven+or+not&x=16&y=13 

 
Alison Hramiak 
A.Hramiak@shu.ac.uk 

 
Web Wanderings 
Queen Mary’s and King’s have a jointly supported Computer Science Education website at 

teachinglondoncomputing.org/ - London based events but lots of resources including the CS4Fun magazine. 

More CS support at https://medium.com/the-basics-of-computer-science. 

Neat little blog entry here www.timeaglestone.co.uk/coding-at-key-stage-3-thinking-about-progression.  

Not explored this, but free coding courses at www.learnstreet.com  

An experiment of how pixels work can be undertaken using www.think-maths.co.uk/spreadsheet. 

logic.ly looks fun (costs but free trial available). 

You may have a use for www.makebadg.es/badge.html (also for avatars and banners). 

www.moovly.com (free sign up) lets you create animated videos. 

If you really love someone you may wish to commission one of these - www.stampyoface.com/custom  

Fancy designing your own font then glyphrstudio.com may be of interest. 

Damon Albarn’s dad has a website at patternandbelief.com with some interesting stuff about patterns. [Of 

course we all like to be known as our children’s parents don’t we!] 

You may find these resources (www.edutopia.org/brain-based-learning-research-resources) useful in 

adding to your interpretation of the debate. Also the article at www.edutopia.org/blog/assessment-forms-

promote-content-retention-judy-willis.  The Edutopia newsletter is worth registering for. 

You may disagree with www.edudemic.com/how-to-be-more-productive or decide it is trite but again it 

could start a useful debate with students. 

You may have missed the news coverage of www.jbs3risk.com - how old is your heart? 

Take a look at prcweb.co.uk/lab/booleandance. 

If you work in SQL you may find sqlfiddle.com/#!2/a2581/1 of use. 

You’re supposed to write the pseudocode first so https://github.com/gbaman/Python-To-AQA-Psudocode 

is a bit naughty. I suppose you could use it to check. 

Maths in real life from TED at ed.ted.com/series/math-in-real-life. 

http://figment.com/search?utf8=%E2%9C%93&site_search=heaven+or+not&x=16&y=13
http://teachinglondoncomputing.org/
http://www.timeaglestone.co.uk/coding-at-key-stage-3-thinking-about-progression/
http://www.learnstreet.com/
http://www.think-maths.co.uk/spreadsheet
http://logic.ly/
http://www.makebadg.es/badge.html
http://www.moovly.com/
http://www.stampyoface.com/custom/
http://glyphrstudio.com/
http://patternandbelief.com/
http://www.edutopia.org/brain-based-learning-research-resources
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/assessment-forms-promote-content-retention-judy-willis
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/assessment-forms-promote-content-retention-judy-willis
http://www.edudemic.com/how-to-be-more-productive/
http://www.jbs3risk.com/
http://prcweb.co.uk/lab/booleandance/
http://sqlfiddle.com/#!2/a2581/1
https://github.com/gbaman/Python-To-AQA-Psudocode
http://ed.ted.com/series/math-in-real-life
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Apparently Cheshire has the most miles of motorway for any county in the UK but wherever you live you 

may find the information at ed.ted.com/series/math-in-real-life useful. If you follow the right links you can 

even check the motorway cameras. 

A couple of silly links to end with - www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-27507950 and 

www.photosnack.com/bfc291169/pdhma1cc. 

New on the bookshelf 
I’ve just finished The Serpent of Venice by Christopher Moore [Harpercollins World]. The punning title 

caught my eye despite not having read the implied Shakespearean play. It’s a fun romp – mostly based in 

Venice with various of Stratford’s finest’s characters borrowed and augmented by a cluster of those from a 

previous book from this author (Fool). Whilst not as full of puns as Jasper Fforde’s books I enjoyed it and it 

made a change from my usual crime fiction favourites (having read another 3 I’m getting near the end of 

the Brunetti’s now too – sad face). At the end of this book Christopher Moore acknowledges his borrowings 

and his modifications of the historical truth to allow for his machinations. That’s an added bonus. 

The Rabbit Back Literature Society by Pasi Ilmari Jääskeläinen [Pushkin Press] was another interesting read 

– slightly supernatural and a bit weird. In the Finnish town of Rabbit Back a young teacher discovers that 

certain library books are wrong; that they have caught some sort of corrupting disease. Invited to become a 

member of the said Literature Society she uses her researches on the famous author that started it to 

investigate what is going on and has happened in the past. 

I’d read the Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry a while back so was enthusiastic to try Rachel Joyce’s  follow 

up Perfect [Black Swan]. This has themes in common with Nathan Filer’s Shock of the Fall and the Curious 

Incident of the Dog in the Night Time by Mark Haddon in that it deals with mental illness. The main 

character has been pushed into the community by the closure of the mental health unit he was living in and 

despite being able to hold down a job he needs to undertake rituals and lives in a camper van on the edge 

of the town. In this book we explore his life and why he has ended up as he is now. It should join the other 

two books in helping those not directly affected by mental health problems to understand those who are. 

Next up on the Kindle is Jo Nesbo’s 2nd Harry Hole novel Cockroaches. 

Neil Stanley – n.r.stanley@ntlworld.com 

Remembering a Friend 
Viv Palmer 

After a two year battle with serious illness, Viv Palmer passed away on 30 March. 

Viv will be known to many of you as a long-time member of ITTE. She attended a number of conferences, 

wrote books on Logo and led several TTA IT projects.  

Viv worked as Senior Lecturer in ICT Education at the University of Chichester from 1998. She led the 

primary ICT specialist route and also took the lead on the development of online learning at the university. 

She was a wonderful and very supportive colleague and mentor, and an innovative and inspirational 

teacher. 

Viv was very creative and always looking to try new ideas. This went beyond the education department - 

she developed a degree in IT Management for Business that has now grown to be offered in 17 different 

routes and, is itself a tribute to Viv’s vision and her capacity to make things happen.  

http://ed.ted.com/series/math-in-real-life
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-27507950
http://www.photosnack.com/bfc291169/pdhma1cc
mailto:n.r.stanley@ntlworld.com
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Over the years, Viv inspired many student teachers to become advocates for ICT. She leaves a long legacy in 

our schools with past students now working as ICT /computing teachers, CAS master teachers, university 

lecturers and primary teachers who will continue to follow her example and enthuse children and 

colleagues. 

Her fight against illness has been an inspiration to all of us who knew her and she will be deeply missed. 

Thanks to Chris Shelton at the University of Chichester for this. 

 

 

Looking Ahead... 

If you would like to host the 29th Annual 

ITTE 2015 Conference at your university, 

please get in touch with Margaret Danby at 

danby@soteme.freeserve.co.uk for an 

informal discussion in the first instance. We 

would welcome any offers to host this lively 

and informative event. 

mailto:danby@soteme.freeserve.co.uk
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The Association for Information 
Technology in Teacher Education 

29th Annual International Conference 

11th-12th July 2014 
@ 

University of Sunderland 

Register and submit a Proposal at: itte.org.uk 

 

If you don’t already have one ITTE members may request a user account in order to receive other mailings. 
For all website queries use the contact form 

The conference will attract researchers and practitioners from schools, colleges and universities. 

International colleagues are especially welcome and ITTE is an encouraging environment for early career 

researchers, practitioners and doctoral students. 

• Redefining the computing curriculum 

What is the common knowledge base that underpins Computer Science, ICT and Digital Literacy? 

How can an inclusive school curriculum be constructed around them? How can learning and 

teaching be enhanced through technology in the school and classroom? 

• Reorienting initial teacher education and training 

How may new computing teachers be prepared for these new curricula? Will they become extended 

professionals or narrow specialists? What skills, theoretical frameworks, practitioner models and 

school experience will build strong foundations for their future careers?  

• Reinvigorating professional development 

Can practicing teachers and allied professionals avoid the pitfalls of the old ICT curriculum? Can 

professional renewal be supported effectively in the fast changing Computing domain? What are the 

features of a professional culture of computational thinking? 

Contributions to these general themes may include reports on development projects, final or provisional 

research findings, practical workshops or posters to present ongoing work. 

Proposal Submission still open. 

http://itte.org.uk/node/845
http://itte.org.uk/contact
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www.itte.org.uk 

 

New visitors to the website are invited to create a user account in order to receive other mailings. 


