
1 
 

Newsletter 
Summer 2015 No. 75 
ISSN 1362-9433 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  



2 
 

From the Editor                 
 

 
 

 
 
Summer time….and the living is easy...(if I find who said 
that!) Here we are with another Newsletter to brighten 
your day! 
 
Here it is, the pre-conference Newsletter. I’ve included details on the conference 
for all of you who haven’t quite yet managed to sign up yet. It promises to be 
really good with some very special speakers and something for all in terms of 
presentations and workshops. 
 
There is the last Chair’s report from Andy, who hands over the ITTE committee 
reins later this year. There are also a number of articles – the authors of which 
are starting to be regular features (for which I am eternally grateful, Christina!). 
For all you fun loving internet searchers there are the usual highlights from me 
and Neil Stanley too, just to save you time browsing. 
 
Read on and enjoy. 
 
Best wishes to all. 
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Chair’s Report         

 

 

ITTE Committee Meeting 

The National Liberal Club, London 

24th April 2014, 11.00 – 17:00 

First of all, let me apologise for not having a report in the last newsletter.  Circumstances conspired 

against me  

The committee has been very busy working on the ITTE Strategy and things continue to move 

forward.  This year’s conference will see finalising of the vision for the future of ITTE and the 

AGM will discuss some constitutional changes.    This is the culmination of two years hard work, 

review and consultation. These alone are reasons to attend the 2015 Annual ITTE Conference, but it 

is going to be a great event beyond this.  Thanks to the conference committee for all their on-going 

work.  Please come along and encourage colleagues, old and new, to join us.  Details are now on the 

web site www.itte.org.uk  I hope to see you there. 

We continue to be visible nationally through a variety of forum and groups, including a continued 

presence on the Computing Subject Expert groups, the UK Forum for Computing Education 

(UKForCE) Steering Group and the Council for Subject Associations (CfSA). The Journal of 

Technology, Pedagogy ad Education continues to grow in quality and audience. 

In recent times, it has been all quiet on the DfE front, in the run up to the election. Things might 

change significantly after the election and we need to be ready to respond quickly.  For example, 

you may have seen that, should Labour gain power, the Shadow Education Minister has said they 

will scrap and replace School Direct.  We need to be able to offer guidance on such proposals, if 

this happens.  Whatever, the colour of the party, or parties, that succeed the current coalition, there 

is a crisis on teacher recruitment looming that will need responding too. Recruitment to teaching in 

England across the board is down, with falling applications again and this also means that 

Computing is struggling to recruit. 

On a different note, the exam boards have put their specifications out for consultation and IT is 

going to continue as a GCSE and A level, but will change to be more rigorous. It is still under 

review, so there is a chance to comment. There are also proposals to have a Chartered Status for 

Computing teachers through BCS, so keep an eye out for possible developments. 

Some of you will know that Margaret Danby recently stood down as ITTE Committee Secretary 

after many years of excellent service.  I would like to formally thank her on behalf of all ITTE 

http://www.itte.org.uk/
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members.   Sarah Jones has kindly taken on the role.  

Finally, my tenure as Chair comes to an end at the AGM in July, so this is my last ‘Chairs Report’.  

It has been an honour to serve in this role and I thank all ITTE members for the support they have 

given me. I wish the new Chair the best of luck in taking ITTE forward with the new vision and 

strategy. 

Andy 

 

Teachers take the tablets 
Free professional development on the use of tablets in schools - or free tablets. 

 

Those of us who started then the subject was still called IT  have heard predictions about 

revolutions in teaching and learning since 1997 when the UK government introduced the National 

Learning Grid: the first internet service for education internationally. But unlike work places that 

have been transformed by technology, most school classrooms have continued to look much the 

same for the last 100 years. 

  

However, evidence from some MirandaNet research in progress suggests that suddenly a tipping 

point has been reached in education innovation. Why? Well, it seems to be that in the last twenty 

years keeping the school networks functioning has absorbed staff energy and consumed money. But 

change is now happening because personal tablets have put powerful and affordable tools at 

teachers’ fingertips, 24/7. Personal ownership of a tablet helps teachers to develop an intuitive and 

internal understanding of how these powerful tools might translate into the learning context. 

Motivated teachers using their imagination cannot fail to improve learning. We think the change is 

not in the technology itself but in a much wider professional understanding about how technology 

might be used – as well as great strides in technical reliability and software that is more intuitively 

designed. 

  

I’ve seen this change in teachers’ attitudes in action at a Microsoft Showcase workshop in London 

run by the Tablet Academy who are MirandaNet associates. The staff of Wamwe Primary School, 

Hull, had booked this free session in order to prepare for September when all the staff and pupils 

will have personal tablets. Although there are as yet no personal tablets in school, each teacher was 

already using a device and/or smart phone for their personal and professional use. In most cases, 

they could not envisage their lives without this device now so adopting tablets in school seemed 

logical to them; there was no reluctance. This personal familiarity with the technology would not 

have been the case five years ago. 

  

For Phil Santer, the head at Wawme Primary School a free professional development day was an 

effective way of engaging all the staff in the planning and the vision. Each teacher was supplied 

with a selection of tablets that could be used with a mouse, a keyboard, or as a touchscreen with 

finger or stylus, depending on what was most appropriate. Handwriting on the screen was instantly 

and accurately recognized and turned into computer text. 

  

The tablets from many companies had USB ports and were loaded with the new Microsoft suite for 

education that includes Yammer (protected social networking including microblogging) OneNote 

(Digital notebooks), OneDrive (unlimited Cloud storage) and Lync which is Skype for business and 

education. Office 365 online comes on good terms for schools, especially if they already have a 
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license for Office. There is a space for the teacher and the facility for teachers to comment on the 

work of individual pupils and communicate with them. In addition, there is a collaborative area 

where discussion and problem solving can take place. The wifi connection made seamless 

interaction between all the packages reliable anywhere, anytime and the package can be used on any 

platform. A search function covered them all. Incidentally the data are held on servers in Europe, 

which is important in the regulation of data management in UK schools. 

  

This integrated package was new to the teachers who shared ideas about how to use them creatively 

to advance learning knowing that the students would be safe. As they worked the teachers shared 

ideas about: targeted content libraries created by the teachers; difference digital exercise books for 

each subject that can be marked digitally; creating books; quicker feedback to students; setting up 

powerful searching using tags; tagging videos; tagging to a pin board; split screen working; mixed 

media learning resources especially for presentations; immediate translation; making notes without 

affecting the original document; Skyping with experts across the world; and, emailing homework to 

parents. Someone asked, would this be the end of parent evenings? Would teachers just Skype them 

by appointment? There was even a hands free function for the camera so that sticky fingers did not 

smear the screen. However, the teachers from Wayne also agreed that sometimes paper might be the 

best option for the task in hand – but they had the choice. 

  

As an Apple user I was surprised to see how the Microsoft offer was tailored for education: the four 

main designers of the suite worked closely with teachers in order to understand how their practice 

differs from the business world. Interestingly the first version layout and icons were too sparse and 

new for teachers. In the second version they put back some of the old icons that teachers recognised 

to help them navigate quickly. 

  

The Wawme staff handed back their tablets with regret at the end of the day. However, the Tablet 

Academy also run Road Show events around the UK that cost £105. But each participant takes a 

Windows tablet of choice home worth £185: a good deal for the teacher. They might also run a 

session in a university if that was useful to ITTE members. You can find out more on the 

MirandaNet website www.mirandanet.ac.uk 

Dr Christina Preston, Professor of Education Innovation, MirandaNet Fellowship. 

Founder of the MirandaNet Fellowship 

Trustee of World Ecitizens 

Professor of Educational Innovation, University of Bedfordshire 

 

Towards tomorrow’s successful digital citizens: A policy think tank. 
 
“This professional community believes the importance of ethics and values in relation to digital 

technologies are not emphasised sufficiently in today's digital society”.  

 

Christina Preston and Malcolm Payton complied a draft report about a knowledge creation event 

held in February 2015. ITTE, MirandaNet, London Knowledge Lab and the International 

Baccalaureate, the main partners, invited forty international experts to share their views. The aim 

was to gather a consensus in a debate on an overarching issue in a form that can be reported back to 

policy makers and curriculum designers. The debate question was: This professional community 

believes the importance of ethics and values in relation to digital technologies are not emphasised 

sufficiently in today's digital society.  The conference explored three key themes linked to this 
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debating topic: the concept of Digital Citizenship; the interplay between Computers Science, Social 

Informatics and Digital Wisdom. The group also looked at the implications these questions have for 

professional development. 

  

The methods of data collection were refined from existing knowledge creation formulae like the 

MirandaMods(www.mirandanet.ac.uk/mirandamods). Firstly, in order to record the perspectives of 

all the participants everyone published their view on the website before the event. Lead speakers 

introduced each topic and rapporteurs summarised the deliberations of each group of participants. 

Speakers were videoed. Opinions were also recorded during the day on post-its and concept 

mapping were encouraged on posters. Unfortunately the internet was not reliable enough to do 

digital collections like Twitter and collaborative digital concept maps. 

  

In the draft report that is already published on the web the conclusions and key aspects for further 

exploration are outlined: summaries of key points stand alongside some very open-ended areas for 

exploration. 

 

At the ITTE conference on July 4th we hope to share the draft conclusions in order to agree on what 

should be said to different audiences and in different media. We will also share the partners 

growing understanding about effective methods of running a knowledge creation think tank.  

 

If you cannot be at the ITTE conference we would like your views. You can see the report here 

http://www.mirandanet.co.uk/knowledgehub/white-papers/ 

Malcolm Payton and Christina Preston 

 

ITTE: where is our future? 

William Gibson: “The future is already here — it's just not very evenly distributed.” 

 

With the publication of the ETAG report (http:// http://etag.report/) and Crispin Weston’s 

subsequent critique ‘After ETAG’  (http://edtechnow.net/2015/05/14/after-etag) ITTE members are 

presented with alternative futures that seem to demand that we develop a fresh formulation of our 

mission and vision.  Both the ETAG report and Crispin’s critique should be essential reading at this 

point in time. 

Where does ITTE stand in relation to these two rather different accounts of the future of computing 

in education? More specifically, what is ITTE’s view of the teacher of the future? A future, by the 

way, that is already here but very unevenly distributed! 

Born in 1986 when the climate for IT (as it was then) was both different yet oddly similar there was 

an urgent need to establish an identity and mission for the central role of University-based teacher 

education in building a solid foundation of knowledge and skills for new and serving teachers who 

were faced, much as they are today, with new technologies and potentially new ways to think about 

teaching and learning. 

However, the environment in which ITTE has traditionally operated has changed dramatically. 

Gone is the taken-for-granted structure of teacher training embedded in and led by University 

schools of education (but hopefully, in Wales that role may yet survive as the result of the Furlong 

Review: http://gov.wales/docs/dcells/publications/150309-teaching-tomorrows-teachers-final.pdf). 

In England at least schools have been obliged to take on a core role in teaching tomorrow’s 

teachers. ITTE’s traditional University membership base is falling away very rapidly. It must 

https://exchange.shu.ac.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=0L9yPEAWikeblq9JrUpIC_Ok01KUZdII10ZPzcIBu1VKqybtXnljgHtc01qevyXxGdy6OL8YRAs.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.mirandanet.co.uk%2fknowledgehub%2fwhite-papers%2f
http://etag.report/
http://edtechnow.net/2015/05/14/after-etag
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relocate its identity and redefine its mission. 

Perhaps, however, that is not as simple today as it was in 1986. There are many more players in the 

field and many more perspectives on what and how schools should teach and what an effective and 

digitally capable teacher should know and understand. Nowhere perhaps are these tensions more 

apparent than in the complexity brought on by the new English Computing curriculum. How should 

ITTE serve and educate new and serving teachers to work within this broader tri-partite Computing 

curriculum of computer science, digital literacy and information technology? What sort of teacher is 

a teacher of Computing? It’s a tricky question and one that everyone, yet no-one, can fully answer.  

More specifically, what does a well-designed, well-balanced teacher training course look like that 

can offer solutions? Is that ITTE’s niche. As the contemporary term has it: Occupy!  

Back to 1986. Then, as now, the idea of ‘teacher’ was challenged by the rise of computing (e.g. see 

this NY Times article from 1986: http://www.nytimes.com/1986/11/25/science/education-debating-

classroom-technology.html). That rise has not diminished. The growth of sophisticated intellectual 

automation presents us once again with the idea that teaching itself may be reduced to software that 

requires only operators not pedagogues. Could our shiny new Computing curriculum, with its toxic 

focus on algorithmic thinking, turn out to be our nemesis? By upskilling cultural engineers of the 

future (‘app designers’) to build ever more elaborately automated intellectual systems (‘apps’) we 

may find our professional lives disturbingly devoid of the magic that made us teachers in the first 

place. 

David Longman 
Web-admin: www.itte.org.uk 
davidjlongman@gmail.com 
 

Alison's Google Gleanings 

I am officially bowing out of this bit of the newsletter, as my time as a subject lead for Computer 
Science is nearly over. From next year I will be a professional tutor, with an advisory role for 
Computer Science – as and when required. I hope my searches have been useful to date, and will 
of course continue them should we start recruiting again in this area in the near future.  
 

Summer Reading 
I read a lot of books that are okay, but I have recently come across one that is so much more than 
that. Try “The Goldfinch” by Donna Tartt. It’s a fascinating story that unfolds beneath you, with 
empathy and care, and rich description. The story of how a boy grows up without his mother and 
enters a whole new world by chance…to say more would be to spoil it for you! 
 
Those of you not as passionate (mad, some would say…) about history as I am please skip to 
Neil’s bit – I won’t be offended…I’ve been trying to find out more about Roman Britain, and have 
recently purchased (2nd hand of course as I am a tight wad from Yorkshire) Gildas’s book on the 
Ruin of Britain, and Tacitus Annals and Histories. For me, these make for fascinating reading 
giving first-hand accounts – or as near as possible – of what we thought of them and what they 
thought of us. And I just love reading stuff that was written so very long ago. 
 
Alison Hramiak 
A.Hramiak@shu.ac.uk 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/1986/11/25/science/education-debating-classroom-technology.html
http://www.nytimes.com/1986/11/25/science/education-debating-classroom-technology.html
http://www.itte.org.uk/
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Web Wanderings 
Not a recently edited site but those of you supporting novice programmers using Python may find 
level1wiki.wikidot.com/cribsheet useful. Part of a larger site this page supports the debugging process. 

If like me you are into photography you may find the tips at 
www.telegraph.co.uk/sponsored/technology/photography-tips/ of interest. 

Visiting Liverpool then www.slaveryhistorytours.com/ may make for a less than usual activity. 

Anyone used www.zaption.com/ for learning or teaching? Or getkahoot.com/?  

Missing your tax disc? This site provides one idea for a substitute: www.emergencydisc.com.  

In case you missed this report: www.salford.ac.uk/cleverclassrooms/1503-Salford-Uni-Report-DIGITAL.pdf 
(Based on the results of the HEAD Project). 

bombsight.org is a project that maps the sites of all the bombs that fell over London in WW2 

The Khan Academy and the Tate have been curating a discussion on “Why is Art important” – see 
www.khanacademy.org/partner-content/tate.  

Need a map? Then you can visit www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/opendatadownload/products.html and 
download, or for a walking route idea visit the Ramblers (http://www.ramblers.org.uk/) and put in the 
postcode. 

The curiosity of the list is “Harris's list of Covent-Garden ladies: or, man of pleasure's kalender, for the year, 
1787” which can be found at wellcomelibrary.org/player/b22674883#. Just shows the variety of material 
being digitised. 

The silly one is scarfolk.blogspot.co.uk/ - visit and enjoy. 

New on the bookshelf 
Every day on her way to work the train stops at a set of red lights. From the window she observes a 

couple on their terrace and she imagines their lives; but one day the man is a different one and she 

later discovers that the woman has disappeared. Told from the viewpoint of three women; the 

commuter, the missing woman and the commuter’s husband’s second wife, this makes for a 

gripping tale. If that sounds attractive to you then try The Girl on the Train by Paula Hawkins 

(Doubleday). 

The Miniaturist by Jessie Burton (Picador) tells the story of an arranged marriage that leads the 

narrator to a life living with a somewhat diffident husband in 17th Century Amsterdam at the height 

of its merchant trading. A wedding gift of a ‘dolls-house’ necessitates the purchase of items to 

furnish it. However the deliveries of unsolicited additional items appear to be from an observer of 

the doings of the real household. Who is the Miniaturist? How can they know? 

Having recently completed The Humans by Matt Haig (Canongate Books) I spotted someone 

reading it on a train. The premise is that by solving the Riemann hypothesis the human race will 

become too aware; so an astronomically distant being is sent to ensure that a Cambridge professor’s 

success is not revealed. Becoming the professor, the alien starts to learn about the reality and mores 

of being human. Some holes in the plot but a fun read. 

Another less recent book and you will find it helpful if you can think in a Scots’ accent as you read 

this (there is a glossary of terms used!).  In A tale etched in blood and hard black pencil by 

Christopher Brookmyre (Abacus) a group of learners in the 80s tell the tales of primary and 

http://level1wiki.wikidot.com/cribsheet
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sponsored/technology/photography-tips/
http://www.slaveryhistorytours.com/
http://www.zaption.com/
https://getkahoot.com/
http://www.emergencydisc.com/
http://www.salford.ac.uk/cleverclassrooms/1503-Salford-Uni-Report-DIGITAL.pdf
http://bombsight.org/
http://www.khanacademy.org/partner-content/tate
http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/opendatadownload/products.html
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/
http://wellcomelibrary.org/player/b22674883
http://scarfolk.blogspot.co.uk/
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Girl-Train-Paula-Hawkins/dp/0857522310/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1427100659&sr=1-1&keywords=the+girl+on+the+train
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Paula-Hawkins/e/B0034Q4SHS/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1427100659&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Miniaturist-Jessie-Burton/dp/1447250931/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1427100519&sr=1-1&keywords=the+miniaturist
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Jessie-Burton/e/B00ON2E8D6/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1427100519&sr=1-1
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secondary school and the relationships between each other; in parallel this is viewed in the context 

of a modern day crime that brings back to Scotland one of the group who has escaped to London 

and a high flying job in law. Although I enjoyed this, I didn’t really feel the characters were fully 

formed with their childhood selves dominating the picture drawn. 

Uncommon Ground by Dominck Tyler (Guardian/Faber) is a visual delight. This book is an attempt 

to illustrate, define and record words associated with the landscape; so we get definitions of words 

such as spheroblast, dub, shiver and shieling, all accompanied by photographic examples taken by 

the author. It can be read from cover to cover or just dipped into. 

Another serious book is A Sting in the Tale by Dave Goulson (Vintage). This is a book about 

Bumblebees – academic but not at all boring, it paints a picture of the life and times of this 

aerodynamically challenged insect. It considers its original introduction to New Zealand and the 

challenges of reintroducing lost species to Kent. Makes you realise how many species there are, 

how complex their lives are and what they do for us via our food supply. 

Neil Stanley – n.r.stanley@ntlworld.com 
 
  

mailto:n.r.stanley@ntlworld.com
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29th International Conference 
4th July 2015 
Chalton Street, London, NW1 1RX 

http://www.itte.org.uk 

Digital Futures: 

Shaping tomorrow's learning and teaching 

Conference Programme 

9.00-9.20 Registration and Networking 

9.20-9.30 Welcome and Overview of the day. 

9.30-10.15 
Keynote 1: Miles Berry 
"Computational Thinking and the Craft of Teaching" 

10.15-11.15 Papers - Session 1: Practice and Research 

11.15-11.30 Coffee 

11.30-12.30 Papers - Session 2: Practice and Research 

12.30-1.30 Lunch 

1.30-2.15 
Keynote 2: Lynn Roberts 
"Universities, MOOCS and CPD" 

2.15-2.30 
New ITTE Initiative: 
Launch of Research Fellowship Programme 

2.30-3.00 

Getting Published: A Panel Presentation: 

1. Professor Christina Preston (MirandaNet) 
2. Professor Patrick Carmichael (Editor-in-Chief Technology, Pedagogy and 

Education) 
3. Professor Marilyn Leask (MESH: Mapping Educational Specialist 

KnowHow) 

3.00-3.15 Coffee 

3.15-4.00 
Keynote 3: John Nixon, HMI 
Title TBC 

4.00-4.25 
Andy Connell, Chair of ITTE 
A Strategic vision for the future of ITTE 

4.25 Conference Close 

4.30-5.00 Annual General Meeting (ITTE members only) 

Submit a conference paper here: http://www.itte.org.uk/content/conference-proposals-2015 

Buy a ticket here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/itte-annual-conference-2015-tickets-16766181099 

http://www.itte.org.uk/content/conference-proposals-2015
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/itte-annual-conference-2015-tickets-16766181099
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ITTE Annual Conference 2015 

 

29th International Conference 

4th July 2015, London 

@ 

 

(Close to St Pancras and King’s Cross Stations) 

Digital Futures: 

Shaping tomorrow's learning and 

teaching 

 Closing date for papers: 12th June 2015 

£20.00 

Full information on themes and call for papers at 

http://www.itte.org.uk/itte-annual-conference-2015 

 
 

http://www.regenthighschool.org.uk/

