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From the Editor                 
 

 
 

Ah…autumn…Season of mists and mellow stuff…not an apt description of the 
chaotic September that is my usual start to the academic year, is it yours? 
 
Hello again to all and here’s hoping you all had a lovely summer. As you can see 
from the change in photograph above, I did – vive la France! 
 
This is the summer conference special newsletter (mostly – stuff got added!) in 
which I have included the abstracts, keynote summaries and information from 
the conference for your reference. There is also important information on the 
ITTE fellowships that will interest some of you. It’s a bumper issue with some 
special articles included as well so take your time, get a coffee and read on. 
 
We have a new chair in Helen Boulton and the Newsletter wishes her all the best 
for her chair ship of ITTE. As you can see, I have also changed the chair picture 
accordingly. Good luck Helen and here’s to many chairs reports for the 
Newsletter! 
 
Best wishes to all. 
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Chair’s Report: Autumn 2015       

 

We had a successful and enjoyable conference on 4 July, ‘Digital Futures: shaping tomorrow’s learning and 

teaching’.  Reflecting our vision of recruiting new members from schools involved in initial teacher 

education we chose to host the conference in at Regent High School in London.  This is the first conference 

we have held at a school and it proved to be an excellent venue.  The attendance was good, the papers 

varied and pertinent to the changing environment in which we are working, and weather terrific (if a little 

hot).  As usual the atmosphere at the conference was friendly with constructive dialogue around a range of 

topics.  Feedback from the conference has been excellent, including Terry Freedman’s commentary 

at: http://www.ictineducation.org/home-page/2015/7/6/review-of-the-association-for-information-

technology-in-teac.html .  With well received keynotes from Miles Berry M.Berry@roehampton.ac.uk, 

Eileen Kennedy e.kennedy@ioe.ac.uk  and John Nixon John.Nixon@ofsted.gov.uk.  Many thanks to 

everyone who attended, particularly our keynote speakers and presenters, all of which helped to make it so 

successful.  It was great to see old and new faces.   

Next year’s conference will be 2 July 2016 – please book this date in your diary.  The conference title will be   

Digital Futures: Transforming Practice, Raising the Bar.  The themes will be announced in the next 

Newsletter.  The venue will be London again in 2016 and the University of Hull in 2017.  The cost is yet to 

be decided but we will keep it as low as possible as we did this year. 

We are delighted with the response to our new initiative ‘IT in Teacher Education Research Fellowship 

Programme’ having launched this at the conference for Phase 1: 2015-2016; ITTE Fellowships worth up to 

£1000 available to support a Research Fellow to lead a team in the review and synthesis of existing 

research on a topic of interest within the field of digital technologies in educational settings.  We have 

received a good number of applications with a wide range of research topic.  The review process has been 

via blind peer review by ITTE members and external reviewers.  We will provide an update to this initiative 

as the successful projects develop. 

Computing as a subject continues to recruit significantly below target nationally despite the different 

bursaries available to computing students.   

There have been some changes to the Committee.  Below is a list of Committee members and their roles.  

We are always sorry to lose members of the Committee and I would like to thank those who are leaving for 

their contribution to the development of ITTE over the years.  These are: 

Dr Pete Bradshaw who is standing down as Treasurer at Christmas and will be replaced by Andy Connell, 

who is the outgoing Chair. 

Dr Sarah Jones is standing down as the Secretary to take up the role of Vice-Chair.  She is handing over the 

role as secretary to Andrew Csizmadia who has been a member of the Committee for several years. 

Dr Sarah Jones is also standing down as Membership Secretary – Prof Marilyn Leask will take up this role.  

We warmly welcome Dr Chris Shelton to the Committee. 

I hope that you enjoy this Newsletter.  Do please feel free to email me at any time if you would like to 

become more involved with ITTE.  My email is helen.boulton@ntu.ac.uk. 

Dr Helen Boulton 

http://www.ictineducation.org/home-page/2015/7/6/review-of-the-association-for-information-technology-in-teac.html
http://www.ictineducation.org/home-page/2015/7/6/review-of-the-association-for-information-technology-in-teac.html
mailto:M.Berry@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:e.kennedy@ioe.ac.uk
mailto:John.Nixon@ofsted.gov.uk
mailto:helen.boulton@ntu.ac.uk
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ITTE Strategy  
 
The committee has discussed developing a strategy and is keen to share with members our key actions 

for this year.  These are as follows: 

Review the conference strategy for the next 2-3 years to raise membership participation. 

Contact all new tutors, welcome them into the membership and encourage them to attend the 

Conference. 

Continue to work with the CfSA on a strategy for engaging members of professional associations digitally. 

Continue to develop the Knowledge Mobilisation Fellowship. 

Continue to respond to calls for evidence such as the DfE's Teachers' Professional Development Expert 

Group. 

Explore and develop links with teaching schools and SCITTs. 

Investigate and develop the use of MailChimp for the Newsletter. 

Move the website to WordPress. 

Develop and adopt a google docs repository for current and historical meetings for Committee papers. 

Re-organise our banking accounts so that we gain more interest on Committee funds. 

ITTE Roles and Responsibilities 
Committee Officers 
Helen Boulton   Chair 
Pete Bradshaw   Treasurer (until December 2015) 
Andy Connell   Treasurer (from January 2015) 
Patrick Carmichael  TPE Editor-in-Chief (outgoing) 
Andrew Csizmadia  Secretary 
Sarah Jones   Vice-Chair & Membership Secretary 
 

Elected Members 
Jon Austin   Social Media & new Tutor Lead 
Alison Hramiak   Newsletter Editor 
Marilyn Leask   CfSA Liaison 
Moira Savage   Research Officer 
Chris Shelton   Teacher Training Liaison 
Sarah Younie   TPE Associate Editor & International Liaison 
 

Co-opted Committee Members 
David Longman   Web Administrator 
Christine Preston  MirandaNet Director 

 

http://tdtrust.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4242f008a92fee4f74b48b11e&id=fbf9d8791b&e=7dc7aabc22
http://tdtrust.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4242f008a92fee4f74b48b11e&id=fbf9d8791b&e=7dc7aabc22
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ITTE Conference 4th July 2015 

Keynotes (Theatre) 

Keynote 1 (9:30-10:15) 

Computational Thinking and the Craft of Teaching 

Miles Berry is well known for his work developing the new computing curriculum in the primary 
phase (as well as his many contributions to Computing at School). 

His keynote explores the idea of 'computational thinking' as a golden thread running through the 
new computing curriculum but with wide applications beyond it to problem solving, creativity and 
critical thinking in other disciplines. He looks at how these concepts and approaches can be used 
by teachers in the pursuit of their 'craft', and some of the implications of this for their professional 
formation. 

Keynote 2 (1:30-2:15) 

Anatomy of a MOOC for CPD 

Lynn Roberts is a lecturer at UCL Institute of Education with a research interest in the use of new 
media technology in learning and teaching. Lynn teaches on the Primary PGCE programme at the 
IOE leading on the specialism in New Media in the Primary Classroom, and the Computing, and 
Professional Practice components. In 2014 Lynn helped to develop, run and evaluate the first UCL 
IOE MOOC and is currently supporting its second appearance on the Coursera platform. The 
evaluation report is available here. 

The MOOC grew out of a partnership between the UCL Institute of Education and the UNESCO 
Institute for IT in Education, led by instructors from eight countries. The MOOC aimed to provide 
professional development for primary phase teachers, head teachers and policymakers working 
through an examination of ICT in Primary Education. The resources for the course were derived 
from an IITE funded UNESCO project which had collected practices, experiences, policies, case 
studies and data from several countries. An important element of the MOOC was its focus on 
developing a community of learners who were able to share their own experience and knowledge. 

Lynn's keynote considers the outcomes of the first MOOC by illustrating the participants' 
experiences in the community of learning and the reflections and analysis of the instructor team. 
Initial findings from the second iteration of the MOOC (May 26th-July 7th 2015) will also be 
presented. 

Keynote 3 (3:15-4:00) 

Inspection. Computing and Online Safety 

John Nixon, an OfSTED HMI since 2013 and works closely with David Brown HMI the OfSTED 
national lead for Computing. 

In his talk John will introduce the new common inspection framework for education, skills and 
early years that will come into operation from September 2015. The presentation will also draw 
upon the guidance for inspectors contained in the draft ‘School Inspection Handbook– September 
2015’ to explore how evidence relating to computing and online safety may contribute to the 
judgements that inspectors will be required to make. 
John is an ex-head teacher (NPQH), with considerable experience in advisory work, primary 
leadership and school improvement from EYFS to secondary, John inspects schools, non-

http://www.roehampton.ac.uk/staff/Miles-Berry/
http://www.risingstars-uk.com/series/switched-computing
http://www.risingstars-uk.com/series/switched-computing
http://www.computingatschool.org.uk/
http://www.ioe.ac.uk/staff/eype/ecpe_65.html
http://ioe.ac.uk/
http://www.coursera.org/course/ictinprimary
http://www.coursera.org/course/ictinprimary
http://www.lkl.ac.uk/cms/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=605&Itemid=110
http://www.lkl.ac.uk/cms/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=605&Itemid=110
http://www.ioe.ac.uk/
http://www.ioe.ac.uk/
http://www.ioe.ac.uk/
http://iite.unesco.org/publications/3214707/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted
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association independent schools, ITE establishments and Local Authority School Improvement 
services. See his recent presentation at the MGL Spring conference entitled Inspection of 
Computing & E-Safety. His keynote will include some coverage of the new inspection framework to 
be implemented from September 2015. 

 

ITTE Conference Papers: Running Order 

Session 1 (single strand) 10:15-11:15: Conference Room 

After ETAG: what is the future of EdTEch in teacher education and training 
Crispin Weston (invited paper) 

20 min + 10 
Q&A  

ePortfolios: a case study of transition (Pecha Kucha) 
Helen Boulton 

7 min each 
No Q&A 

Developing metacognitive awareness through computer game design (Pecha 
Kucha) 
Yasemin Allsop 

Poem Generator: A Comparative Evaluation of a Microworld-based Learning 
Approach (Pecha Kucha) 
Craig Jenkins 

Session 2 (Parallel Strand 1) 11:30-12:30: Conference Room 

Meeting up in Minecraft: using games to promote peer to peer talk in the 
primary classroom. 
Linda Cooper 

15 min + 5 
Q&A 

Improving primary computing CPD with ‘UpTIME’ 
Chris Shelton 

Iranian EFL teachers’ self-perceived knowledge of technology and its relationship 
with pedagogy 
Parivash Mozafari 

Session 2 (Parallel Strand 2) 11:30-12:30: Classroom 

Employability and digital literacy 
Moira Savage and Anthony Barnett 

15 min + 5 
Q&A 

Using technology to monitor and assess integrated cognitive development 
Charlotte  Davies 

Digital Futures: Towards Research-Informed Practice 
Margaret Cox 

Session 2 (Parallel Strand 3) 11:30-12:30: Theatre 

Technology: an undervalued and underused resource to support teaching and 
learning in primary schools? 
Mike Lansley  

15 min + 5 
Q&A 

Towards tomorrow’s successful digital citizens: A policy think tank. 
Christina Preston and Malcolm Payton 

Next generation learning – who, what, how, when, where? 
Malcolm Payton 

http://www.mglworld.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Ofsted-Inspection-of-Computing-E-Safety-John-Nixon-March-2015.pdf
http://www.mglworld.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Ofsted-Inspection-of-Computing-E-Safety-John-Nixon-March-2015.pdf
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Session 1 (single strand) 10:15-11:15: Conference Room 

After ETAG: what is the future of EdTEch in teacher education and training 

Crispin Weston (invited paper) 

In this talk I argue that ed-tech has a vital—but as yet unrealized—part to play in improving the 
quality, the breadth and the consistency of our teaching and learning. In my critique of the recent 
ETAG report, I suggested that we will only achieve this transformation if we can fundamentally 
reshape our understanding of the relationship between technology and education. 

 Defining pedagogy as the technology that is native to education, I will propose that digital ed-tech 
should be understood as a medium through which different pedagogies can be expressed, applied 
and evaluated.  In teacher training and professional development we should keep separate the 
teaching about technology from the use of technology as a pedagogical tool. I will outline how 
such an approach to ed-tech could be implemented, what benefits it promises, what implications it 
will have for the role of the teacher and possible changes in the priorities for teacher education.  

ePortfolios: a case study of transition (Pecha Kucha) 

Helen Boulton 

The context of this paper is the final phase of a longitudinal action research project investigating 

whether an ePortfolio, created as a pre-service teacher to evidence a digital story of developing 

professional identity, can transition into employability, i.e. the first year as a newly qualified teacher. 

Traditionally evidence of development has involved large paper-based files with authentic 

documentary.  With the increase in readily available technology, many aspirational teacher educators 

across Europe have successfully embedded ePortfolios in professional training programmes 

(Granberg, 2010). While many report how this has been beneficial to trainee teachers it has raised 

new challenges for teacher educators (Lorenzo and Ittelson, 2005).  Few have explored the transition 

of the ePortfolio from teacher trainee to professional teacher. 

This research has explored the process of trainee teachers transitioning their ePortfolio from their 

teacher training programme (as student) to their first full-time teaching post (as a qualified teacher). 

The research findings indicate a changing purpose of the ePortfolio from training to the workplace, 

an increasing strength of ownership as part of the transition, development of digital literacy 

capability, and empowerment in becoming a teacher. The paper will discuss key outcomes and 

present arguments and challenges faced in the development of an ePortfolio to support professional 

development in the transition from university to employment. 

 Granberg, C. (2009). E-portfolios in teacher education 2002-2009: the social construction 

of discourse, design and dissemination. European Journal of Teacher Education, 33(3), 309-

322. 

 Lorenzo, G., and Ittelson, J. (2005). An overview of E-Portfolios. Educause Quarterly, 1-19. 

Developing metacognitive awareness through computer game design (Pecha Kucha) 

Yasemin Allsop 

There is a growing interest in teaching children critical thinking skills so that they will become 

successful learners. A considerable amount of literature supports the vital role of metacognitive 

skills for the development of critical thinking and learning (Flavell, 1979; Zimmerman, 1994; Fisher, 

2005; Shraw et al., 2006; Whitebread et al., 2009). However, there is no clear guidance on how to 

design learning experiences to accommodate the development of these skills. 

This presentation will illustrate how computer game design as a computational activity provides a 

context for students to invent, develop and use metacognitive strategies using examples direct from 
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a primary classroom. ‘Planning’, ‘evaluating’ and ‘monitoring’ will be focused on as the main 

metacognitive strategies and ‘processing’ will be explored as a metacognitive regulating-application 

skill representing the strategy of monitoring problem solving activities and the deployment of 

cognitive resources. 

Poem Generator: A Comparative Evaluation of a Microworld-based Learning Approach 
(Pecha Kucha) 

Craig Jenkins 

In Wales, the National Literacy and Numeracy framework sets a legal requirement for teachers to 
embed literacy into all lessons. In addition, the recent curriculum review for Wales by Professor 
Donaldson recommends a third statutory cross-curriculum responsibility of Digital Competence 
and the ICT Steering Group report to the Welsh Government recommends that all learners should 
be given the opportunity to learn programming. 

Possible future changes in educational policy raise a very important question for educators in 
Wales: how should educational practice adapt in order to integrate digital competence more 
deeply? One possible response to this question is to employ a microworld-based ‘guided 
discovery’ approach. 

This Pecha Kucha presents an update on a study that took place at a comprehensive school in 
South Wales. A year seven microworld-based teaching scheme in Verse Drama was co-designed by 
the researcher and a subject-specialist drama teacher. The aim was to examine the effectiveness 
of two microworld-based activities upon computational thinking and aspects of literacy in a cross-
curricular context. 

An independent samples T-test revealed promising results with a moderate effect upon the 
computational thinking and literacy aspects that were tested. Qualitative survey data provided 
some important insights to guide future research in the area of microworld-based learning 
approaches. 

  

Session 2 (Strand 1) 11:30-12:30: Conference Room 

Meeting up in Minecraft: using games to promote peer to peer talk in the primary 
classroom. 

Linda Cooper 

Outcomes of a pilot study from my evolving doctoral research will be discussed in this 
presentation. The use of technology in the primary classroom has long been associated with 
beneficial educational outcomes and this presentation emerges from an exploration of digital 
technology’ potential to promote creative, dialogic talk between pupils in the classroom. While 
creativity and talk have been linked with technology on an individual basis, the ways in which all 
three of these themes interact is less well researched. This research devises a classroom 
intervention that combines creativity, talk and technology. 

Using the ‘Minecraft’ (Mojang 2009) gaming world to create a virtual learning environment 
children’s talk has been recorded and analysed according to the methodological approach of 
discourse analysis. This helps to provide a view of peer-to-peer classroom talk in the primary 
classroom from a dialogic perspective. The aim is to explore how technology can facilitate the 
development of a dialogic environment that supports creative interaction between pupils. 

Improving primary computing CPD with ‘UpTIME’ 

Chris Shelton 

This paper will discuss the development of a teaching sequence for primary computing that is 
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designed to support teachers’ professional development and future directions for the ideas. 

Since the introduction of the National Curriculum for Computing, there has been increased 
demand for professional development opportunities for new and existing teachers. While primary 
teachers have appreciated CPD that has introduced the concepts and language underpinning the 
curriculum and have been keen to find out about teaching resources, the leap from using existing 
materials to designing their own lessons is often challenging. 
To help make this transition smoother, we have introduced the acronym ‘UpTIME’ to suggest a 
teaching sequence for primary computing. UpTIME stands for: Use/play, Tinker, Improve, Make, 
and Evaluate. A summary can be found at: https://challengingcomputing.wordpress.com/uptime/ 

UpTIME provides a tool for designing sequences of activities to teach computing. The aim of the 
sequence is to create opportunities for children to develop their digital fluency through 
motivating, creative and challenging activities that maximise opportunities for children to learn 

through productive talk with peers and adults. 

Iranian EFL teachers’ self-perceived knowledge of technology and its relationship with 
pedagogy 

Parivash Mozafari 

Underpinned by a socio-cultural epistemology, this qualitative multiple-case study aimed to 
explore participants’ perceptions of their knowledge and learning experiences concerning the 
integration of ICT tools into their teaching. 

The study involved a convenience sample of 9 Iranian English as a Foreign Language (EFL) 
teachers- 4 females, 5 males -across 6 high schools in the capital city of Tehran. The main method 
for data collection was a series of individual semi-structured interviews following and led by a 
series of observations of teachers’ practices in their classrooms. 

Using Technological, Pedagogical Content Knowledge (TPACK) as a conceptual approach that 
combines the knowledge of technology, pedagogy and content, data from the current study 
provided deep insights into teachers’ current understanding of the potential educational benefits 
of technology, their current capacity to integrate ICTs into their teaching practices, and the types 
of skills and training that they needed in order to work effectively. 

Data suggested that ICT mediated English language teaching was seriously hampered by teachers’ 
insufficient expertise and self-efficacy related to TPACK as a result of inadequate initial and 
continued professional development. One of the most difficult conundrums for the teachers was 
what effective technology-mediated EFL pedagogy should look like. 

The limited ICT-related trainings that they had received were narrowly focused on ICT literacy. 
However, these teachers needed support in learning the range of resources that were available to 
them i.e. technological knowledge, but more importantly in finding and implementing effective 
pedagogies. Effective technology pedagogy, therefore, seemed to be a missing link in the system. 

https://challengingcomputing.wordpress.com/uptime
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Session 2 (Strand 2) 11:30-12:30: Classroom 

Employability and digital literacy 

Moira Savage and Anthony Barnett 

Following the presenters’ recent book Digital Literacy for Primary Teachers, the authors have 
commenced an 18-month project to explore the relationship between employability and digital 
literacy from multiple perspectives. The presentation will provide an overview of the project’s four 
stages and outline progress so far. We will also focus on how we will use these insights to improve 
the experience of trainee and experienced teachers with whom we work. 

In particular, we will report on phase 1 in which we re-examined the drivers including; the 
Computing National Curriculum Programmes of Study (DfE 2014); the Higher Education Review 
Group Themes for 2015-2016 (QAA) and institutional measures to embed student digital literacy 
development opportunities within courses. We then matched particular elements of our previous 
work using a simple model of values, dispositions and capabilities to underline the limitations of 
viewing digital literacy as narrow set of skills to be attained. 

We exemplified the model with a employability focus which includes scrutinising elements implied 
(or not) in the Teachers’ Standards, inspection guidance, graduate attributes and popular digital 
literacy models from the UK as well as the global context related to the key tools a 21st Century 
teacher needs. This is very much an open and practice-based project and we welcome 

collaborators- details on how to become involved will be shared in our session. 

Using technology to monitor and assess integrated cognitive development 

Charlotte  Davies 

It has been established that better motor skills are related to a better performance in cognitive 
tests (Livesey et al., 2006; Niederer et al., 2011; Nourbakhsh, 2006; Pangelinan et al., 2011; Piek et 
al., 2008; Roebers and Kauer, 2009; Wassenberg et al., 2005). Firther, Goddard-Blythe (2012); 
Arrowsmith Young (2013); Schieman and Rouse (2006); Gilmore (1999); Doidge (2015); Begley 
(2007) and others have identified the potential to change cognitive processing through changing 
aspects of physiology. Much of this work has been individual coaching and has not been 
transferable to groups of students in a school environment. This research project considered 
whether it was possible to use new technology to monitor and to influence children’s physiology in 
order to change their cognitive processing in a school-based environment. 

The study looked at children in three schools, two primaries and one secondary school, 46 pupils in 
total. The data is derived from screening the children at the start and throughout for: bi-lateral 
integration; core strength; cognitive processing of sound; binocular vision; cognitive visual 
processing. 

The research outcomes include: identifying a structure to profile a child’s physiology for learning 
with visual screenshots and printouts that enable all stakeholders to share the underlying issues; 
identified key steps in changing a child’s physiology which will impact upon a child’s cognitive 
skills; provided the data to understand the precision with which it is necessary to work to impact 
on cognitive skills; and provided an understanding of the limitations of the methods; including the 
practical, and psychological barriers to manipulating cognition. This provides an initial framework 
to prevent learning difficulties and to help overcome developmental delays, hence in the long-
term narrow the UK skills gap identified by the OECD (2012).     
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Digital Futures: Towards Research-Informed Practice 

Margaret Cox 

Recent evidence from major research studies in Technology Enhanced Learning (TEL) shows that 
current research methods are remarkably similar to that of 40 years ago. However, a major 
concern of researchers, policymakers and practitioners is the limited use of research outcomes to 
inform educational practice. One major problem is that much of the previous research has used 
traditional measures that do not isolate outcomes that are specific to TEL. A communicative 
approach is needed to convey research priorities, needs, outcomes and implications effectively. 
Research methods should evolve to take advantage of new technologies to unobtrusively collect 
digital assessment information on learning, and new open research models are needed to make 
research findings more immediately available. This paper will discuss approaches for better 
research-practice-policy relationships in our presentation. 

  

Session 2 (Strand 3) 11:30-12:30: Main Hall 

Technology: an undervalued and underused resource to support teaching and learning in 
primary schools? 

Mike Lansley  

This paper will report on a study carried out to identify the reasons for an apparent gap between 
rhetoric and reality concerning initial teacher trainees&’ readiness to use ICT tools and resources 
to support teaching and learning. Whereas results from the annual Newly Qualified Teacher Survey 
indicated that the majority of trainees judged themselves to be well prepared to make the best 
use of new technologies, anecdotal evidence relating to current students suggested that this 
confidence was misplaced. 

Data gathered through questionnaires and interviews with undergraduate and postgraduate 
trainees and their link tutors and mentors highlighted a number of possible school and teacher 
level barriers to their effective use of technology, in particular to support learning. 

The presentation will discuss a number of tentative conclusions that were drawn leading to a 
number of recommendations for changes to existing practice at the university with the intention 
of enhancing the students’ experiences. If implemented it is suggested that these actions will 
further develop the students’ knowledge and understanding of best practice and result in reality 
coinciding more regularly with rhetoric. 
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Towards tomorrow’s successful digital citizens: A policy think tank. 

Christina Preston and Malcolm Payton 

Christina Preston and Malcolm Payton are reporting here on a knowledge creation event held in 
February 2015. 

ITTE, MirandaNet, London Knowledge Lab and the International Baccalaureate, the main partners, 
invited forty international experts to share their views. The aim was to gather a consensus in a 
debate on an overarching issue in a form that can be reported back to policy makers and 
curriculum designers. The debate question was: This professional community believes the 
importance of ethics and values in relation to digital technologies are not emphasised sufficiently in 
today’s digital society. 

The conference explored three key themes linked to this debating topic: the concept of Digital 
Citizenship; the interplay between Computers Science, Social Informatics and Digital Wisdom. The 
group also looked at the implications these questions have for professional development. 
The methods of data collection were refined from existing knowledge creation formulae like the 
MirandaMods. 

Firstly, in order to record the perspectives of all the participants everyone published their view on 
the website before the event. Lead speakers introduced each topic and rapporteurs summarised 
the deliberations of each group of participants. Speakers were videoed. Opinions were also 
recorded during the day on post-its and concept mapping were encouraged on posters. The 
Unfortunately the internet was not reliable enough to do digital collections like Twitter and 
collaborative digital concept maps. 

In the draft report that is already published on the web the conclusions and key aspects for further 
exploration are outlined: summaries of key points stand alongside some very open-ended areas 
for exploration.At the ITTE conference we will share the draft conclusions in order to agree on 
what should be said to different audiences and in different media. We will also share the partners 
growing understanding about effective methods of running a knowledge creation think tank. 

Next generation learning – who, what, how, when, where? 

Malcolm Payton 

This talk will look at the ways learning is changing, touching on the changing world and leading on 
to look at changes to pedagogy and research.  It is delivered by Senior Mirandanet Fellow Malcolm 
Payton (former Director of Education and Ministry advisor). 

Starting with who should be teaching, the talk will look at some very inspirational videos and see 
how the thing that links them is not the topic but the pedagogy. This leads us on to key questions 
about the curriculum and whether it should be content or skills driven, the what of teaching. This 
section makes reference to the increasing need for cognitive skills and how our brains are in fact 
developing in new ways. 

The how  question looks at personalisation in some detail, dwelling on the idea of ‘big data’. It 
begins by describing the new Apple Health Kit, which allows patients suffering from Alzheimer’s to 
tap the screen to check for tremors or walk in a line to check balance.  The really interesting thing 
is that this data is then transmitted to researchers ten times a day, giving them data that in the 
past would only be collected once a quarter, opening up whole new approaches to research in 
education as well as in health. 

Finally, when and where look at ideas like flipped learning and online learning, exploring how 
learning can be made asynchronous, and personalised. 
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ITTE Conference Planning Committee Report 2015 
 

The Committee included: Helen Boulton, Andrew Csizmadia, Marilyn Leask, David and Longman.   

Following the cancellation of last year’s conference we were delighted at the number of abstracts received 

(19) and the number of delegates registered (32).   

The date and time was initially chosen to attract more teachers to attend, particularly now many schools 

are involved in Initial Teacher Education.  We ultimately hosted the conference at Regent High School. This 

is the first time we have held a conference at a school; feedback indicates this was geographically an 

appropriate venue, the facilities and catering were good and using a school really sent out our message 

that we want to engage with schools. 

The abstracts were peer reviewed by Andrew Csizmadia and Alison Hramiak. 

The final programme reflected the ethos and values of ITTE and which were reinforced by the 3 Keynote 

speakers, all focussing on different and important aspects of IT/ICT/computing/digital literacy in schools, 

colleges and universities. 

We moved to an environmentally friendly approach to the conference, hosting all documents electronically 

and reducing travel for the conference committee by holding meetings via Skype. 

As with all conferences this one was not been without its challenges, but the conference committee  pulled 

together an excellent programme and venue in record time (for ITTE). 

I would personally like to thank all members of the conference committee for their help and support in 

ensuring we have a great conference. 

 

Dr Helen Boulton 

Chair Conference Committee 

9.10.15 

  



14 
 

 

Collaborative Learning Through eTwinning 
How many websites have you used in the last decade to help improve your teaching and learning? How 

many do you still use? With regards the first question, I couldn’t dare to guess.  However, like many, the 

second question is a lot easier to answer because in the end we can only stick to those that we trust and 

those that we have relied on to deliver what they claim again and again.  

For me, it has been eTwinning (www.etwinning.net) because at the heart of eTwinning is a simple aim – for 

educational establishments across Europe to work collaboratively with one another to enhance the learning 

experience of all participants and support teachers through high quality professional development. Boy, 

have we done that! At Shaw Wood, our learning hasn’t been constrained by the four walls of the classroom 

over the last 10 years, instead through the use of technology we’ve ventured to Spain, Finland, Azerbaijan, 

Moldova and a whole manner of places. We’ve definitely completed some extraordinary projects that have 

surpassed all expectations and led to some incredible opportunities. Although it is tempting to go through 

the eclectic mix from the highlights reel, it seems more prevalent to share some of the upcoming projects 

because then hopefully it will demonstrate why eTwinning is still at the heart of our curriculum. 

From September we are embarking on three very different projects that use technology to enable true 

collaborative learning. To begin with, having worked with 80 schools across Europe on producing short 

video clips to celebrate the different languages that are spoken across the continent last year through a 

project called ‘Loving Languages’ we are going to use the eTwinning twinspace to work on a similar project. 

Within the ‘Loving Laughing’ project our aim is to collect different jokes from across the continent. This 

bank of videos will be stored on the free twinspace that each eTwinning project gets so that the children 

can blog, comment and chat with one another about the jokes in school time as well as in their own time. 

Once we have had chance to listen to the feedback, we will then translate the different jokes into various 

languages to see if they have the same effect or if the meaning changes. A simple idea that uses simple 

technology but an idea that will opens up a realm of opportunities just waiting to be discovered. 

Talking of discoveries, as we know computing is the epicentre of considerable innovation presently. There 

are so many creative individuals who are trying to make computing accessible and relevant to children. One 

such inventive group are the Code Kingdoms team (www.codekingdoms.com). Through their free game 

children learn how to code by building and protecting their own worlds and share them with friends. The 

idea of building, collaborating and sharing through coding with anyone across the globe is such a wonderful 

concept. So we are very much looking forward to working with our Spanish partner school on creating, 

building and maintaining planets through collaborative coding. What an opportunity for the children to 

learn so many key skills, from increasing their knowledge and understanding of how to code to appreciating 

challenges when faced with collaborating with others online.  

Finally, but definitely not least we are returning to Slovenia to work with yet another partner school as we 

have both identified that even though our writing scores within both schools are improving, we still want to 

further engage the children by giving them an audience as well as a creative platform where they can share 

their writing and feel appreciated for all of their hard work and effort.  To begin with, we will introduce the 

children to www.storyjumper.com by getting them to investigate and navigate themselves around the site 

looking through the library and sharing some of their favourite titles via the eTwinnig Twinspace. This is 

easy to do as the website translates the books at a click of a button into different languages. After that 

initial period, the children will be given the challenge of producing a monthly story based on a specific 

theme or title given to them by their class teacher. Once the story is completed, it will be shared and quite 

rightly it will receive praise from the other children and staff involved in the project. We want the writing to 

be celebrated instead of shut in a book, acknowledged instead of hidden. Alongside this, we also expect 

http://www.etwinning.net/
http://www.codekingdoms.com/
http://www.storyjumper.com/
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and are looking forward to hearing the challenges and suggestions that the audience offer. The comments 

that make a child revisit their work, the questions that make them review their work and ultimately the 

confrontations that make them re-edit their work. We believe that this approach of honesty will enable our 

children to make huge strides because through positive collaboration they will understand how to improve, 

where to improve and what to improve. 

As you can see, over the next year we are embarking on three very different collaborative projects that use 

different forms of technology to enhance learning, yet three projects that can only succeed in being truly 

collaborative thanks to the wonderful project space that eTwinning opens up for every project. A space 

where discussions, questions, acknowledgements and celebrations can take place - safely, securely, freely.  

A space for minds to be opened, for ideas to grow and children to flourish. 

The technology of ten years’ time is going to be extraordinary, it is going to unexpected, but undoubtedly it 

will involve sharing, working and communicating with others. That’s why collaborative learning is central to 

our ethos. We want our children to have skills that enable success and through these experiences we 

wholeheartedly believe that is precisely what we are giving them. 

Paddy Carroll, Computing and English Lead, Shaw Wood Academy, Doncaster 

Supporting Transnational students using new technologies 

 

At Nottingham Trent University, School of Education we have been leading an 18-month research 
project, funded by the Higher Education Academy in the United Kingdom (UK), to identify the 
differences in experience, expectation and engagement of using technologies, designed for use in 
Western Universities with post-graduate students in the East.  The focus of the research was the 
Professional Doctorate course delivered by the School of Education and taught in Hong Kong at 
Hong Kong College of Technology.  The course is taught over 4 weekends each year, with 
supervisory support throughout the academic year by NTU tutors.  The research investigated the 
use of technologies, including the University’s virtual learning platform to identify whether there is 
a Western culture bias in the use of the VLE in the delivery of post-graduate courses in the East.  
We have found extensive literature in using technologies in learning and teaching in the West, and 
in teaching international students, there is a lack of research focused on using new technologies 
designed in transnational education.  A multi-layered approach to the project resulted in a higher 
quality experience for the students, deeper levels of engagement and the introduction of new 
technologies to support the development of a community of practice encompassing students in HK 
and the UK.   
 
For more information on this project, a case study is available on the MirandaNet site at 
http://mirandanet.ac.uk/blog/2015/09/cross-cultural-implementation/, or contact the project 
lead Helen.boulton@ntu.ac.uk, or see the project web site: 
http://tech4teachingtransnationally.weebly.com/. 
 

mailto:Helen.boulton@ntu.ac.uk
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New Committee Member Introduction: Chris Shelton 
My first introduction to ITTE was as a new PGCE tutor trying to make sense of the transition from working in 

school to working in higher education. Over the years, I’ve benefitted hugely from my involvement with ITTE 

and the many ITTE members who have helped and encouraged me. 

I now co-ordinate the PGCE Primary programme at the University of Chichester and am also involved in 

teaching on our undergraduate teaching degree, School Direct and MA (Ed) programmes. Before joining the 

university, I was a primary teacher and school ICT Co-ordinator teaching across Key Stages One and Two. 

Most of my teaching at the university is now on modules teaching primary computing or using technology for 

teaching and learning. I’ve been an External Examiner for undergraduate and postgraduate teacher 

education programmes at several universities, am a Fellow of the Higher Education Academy and a member 

of NAACE and BERA. I was also a member of the DfE National Curriculum Expert Group for Computing.  

I have a range of research interests relating to ICT, computing and digital literacy in schools and universities. 

My PhD focused on teachers’ thinking about technology in Higher Education and other recent work has 

explored the creation and use of animation and other digital media, teaching ICT and computing, and the 

benefits of international teacher exchanges. I was UK project director for the CIRT (Consortium for 

Intercultural Reflective Teachers) project - an EU funded project in collaboration with Pennsylvania State 

University in the USA and Jönköping University in Sweden that encouraged international collaboration 

through a five year programme of staff and student exchanges. 

I’m particularly keen to help ITTE find ways of working more closely with Teaching School Alliances and 

SCITTs and to support these organisation as they take on a greater and greater role in teacher training. I’d 

like to help ITTE find ways of working with groups of schools to influence how they are preparing their 

student teachers and existing staff to use technology. 

Web Wanderings 
Before I sat down to write this, I needed to process a few emails that had arrived whilst I was away for a 

couple of days. One was from Find My Past (www.findmypast.co.uk) telling me about a new tool they had 

added. This provides ‘hints’ against any member of the family tree you are developing that it has found by 

auto-searching the database. It’s too helpful and too easy to use so it’s now a few hours later and I’m ready 

to write; but I do have a more complete family tree stored in their system. I’m also an advocate of Lives of 

the 1st World War (livesofthefirstworldwar.org); this now has a separate subscription offer rather than 

being totally free. Not sure how this will impact on its real potential for drawing in information about the 

lives of those who survived WW1 as well as remembering those who died. 

I’ve moved several computers across to Windows 10 and mostly without issues (even the netbook that 

went via Windows 7 from XP). My main computer is getting long in the tooth but after a slow boot-up 

(mostly the fault of Outlook 2010 even though I’ve done the speed that up tricks) seems to operate more 

smoothly (and MS apps load like lightening). A shortcut menu is found by right-clicking the new ‘start’ 

button but if you want quick access to most of the OS features the ‘God-mode’ may be for you. You can 

read about this at www.geeksaresexy.net/2015/08/03/how-to-activate-god-mode-in-windows-10 - it’s easy 

to set up. 

Cheshire sits above a large deposit of salt and much of the local industry derives from access to that 

resource. Years ago we visited the last remaining salt pan works – brine is pumped into large vats which are 

then heated to evaporate the water producing salt crystals; the sun isn’t warm enough in these parts plus 

too much rain! After considerable funding they have reopened to visitors as a museum so if you are visiting 

this part of the world you might like the Lion Salt Works (lionsaltworks.westcheshiremuseums.co.uk). 

Want to know your likelihood of early death? Then www.ubble.co.uk might be for you.  

www.npr.org/sections/money/2015/05/21/408234543/will-your-job-be-done-by-a-machine tells me that 

High School Teachers have a 0.8% likelihood of their jobs being automated. 

http://www.findmypast.co.uk/
https://livesofthefirstworldwar.org/
http://www.geeksaresexy.net/2015/08/03/how-to-activate-god-mode-in-windows-10/
http://lionsaltworks.westcheshiremuseums.co.uk/
http://www.ubble.co.uk/
http://www.npr.org/sections/money/2015/05/21/408234543/will-your-job-be-done-by-a-machine
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Liking Tom Gauld’s illustrations I enjoyed playing with his interactive myriorama at 

www.laurencesternetrust.org.uk/myriorama/.  

The silly one this time is wegotothegallery.com/products/we-go-to-the-gallery-commercial-edition-pre-
order – click on the page samples to enlarge; best if you do have an awareness of contemporary art. 
(Possibly not safe for work but it is art).  
 

Neil Stanley – n.r.stanley@ntlworld.com 

New on the bookshelf 
My enthusiasm for photography will be well known by many and release from the day-to-day trials of 

employment has increased the opportunity for this activity. I use Flickr (as Snapperneil) and I’ve also joined 

the local U3A Photography Group. Besides browsing through magazines for ideas (the official photography 

ones of course) I get the odd book and was given John Berger’s Understanding a Photograph (Penguin) for 

my birthday. Given that not every photograph discussed is in the book and that they are printed on 

ordinary paper this already makes the read a challenge but as it is a collection of academic essays (from 

1962 to 2007) some bits are really stiff going. There are lot of ideas that really relate more to social history 

than to artistic photography. It’s all really pre-digital too. 

The second photography book is Why it does not have to be in focus: modern photography explained by 

Jackie Higgins (Thames & Hudson). This presents photographic genres and then describes the work and 

influences of practitioners of that genre. It does include colour reproductions and is all on glossy paper. Far 

more a ‘dip into’ book. 

A few books have also passed through the Kindle this summer. The Rosie Effect by Graeme Simsion 

(Penguin) is an account of the further ‘adventures’ of the autistic geneticist Don Tillman. Having married 

Rosie, unsurprisingly they find themselves expecting. As might be expected, the unpredictabilities this 

produces disrupts Don organised life. A fun read though perhaps more slapstick than the first book. 

Extraordinary People by Peter May (Quercus) revolves around a bet taken on by Enzo Macleod, a Scottish 

forensic biologist who lives in France (and who is estranged from his daughter). The bet is that he can 

resolve a dead case; the death of Jacques Gaillard, a member of the political elite. A circular set of clues 

eventually leads to a dark dénouement.  

Hausfrau by Jill Alexander Essbaum (Picador): What happens when you fall for a foreigner and move to 

their home town unable to speak the language or comprehend much of the culture? Add in an 

unenthusiastic mother-in-law, other ex-pats, and you get this story. There are some ghosts of Madame 

Bovary, but being set in current times more potential for misdemeanours. I didn’t think the characterisation 

was complete enough and the Hausfrau far too mouse-like. 

I always feel the need for a good crime book and Deadly Election by Lindsey Davis (Hodder), the third Flavia 

Albia book, fits the bill. Bodies turn up in trunks sent to auction; senate candidates ‘dish the dirt’ on each 

other, and whilst Flavia is commissioned to help find the ’dirt’ she also feels it necessary to investigate the 

murders (the bodies having been found in her father’s auction house). As before, a female investigator can 

explore aspects of Roman life that her father Falco could not access. 

Neil Stanley – n.r.stanley@ntlworld.com 

 

  

http://www.laurencesternetrust.org.uk/myriorama/
http://wegotothegallery.com/products/we-go-to-the-gallery-commercial-edition-pre-order
http://wegotothegallery.com/products/we-go-to-the-gallery-commercial-edition-pre-order
mailto:n.r.stanley@ntlworld.com
mailto:n.r.stanley@ntlworld.com
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Can You Help? Wordpress website 

Dear ITTE Members,  

We are looking for a small group of interested people to be part 

of a web content group for our Wordpress website. Along with 

members from the committee, the group will be responsible 

for: 

* adding content to the website at different times of the year. 

* updating the website with news items of interest to the 

general ITTE community 

* Promoting the ITTE conference. 

Interested people please get in touch to find out more by Friday 

13th November. We are looking for support from the 

community to help. 

 

Thank you 

Jon Audain 

Social Media Lead for ITTE 

Jon.Audain@winchester.ac.uk  

  

https://exchange.shu.ac.uk/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=MnCbgogRjSIkZtOq-3oA2WznxE4tKIytcJt_DfgQtpI2930B2tPSCG0AYQBpAGwAdABvADoASgBvAG4ALgBBAHUAZABhAGkAbgBAAHcAaQBuAGMAaABlAHMAdABlAHIALgBhAGMALgB1AGsA&URL=mailto%3aJon.Audain%40winchester.ac.uk
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ITTE knowledge mobilisation strategy 

IT in Teacher Education Research Fellowship Programme 

Phase 1: 2015-2016 

INVITATION TO APPLY for a RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP 

ITTE Fellowships worth up to £1000 are available to support a Research Fellow to lead 

a team in the review and synthesis of existing research on a topic of interest within 
the field of digital technologies in educational settings. Projects should support ITTE's 

main aim which is to enhance the use of digital technology in all phases of education 
through effective teacher education and training and across the range of any UK 

curriculum. 

Applications for a Research Fellowship are welcomed from ITTE members who are 
Teacher Educators or Researchers in Higher Education or any related teacher training 
provider, including staff in Teaching Schools (Alliances, School Direct, Teach First, 

Strategic Partnerships etc.). 

An applications must include at least one team member in addition to the Research 
Fellow. 

--0-- 

To Apply for a Fellowship complete the form here https://goo.gl/qgOrnn 

Closing date Friday 25th September 2015 

--0-- 

For the 18 month period of the award, the Research Fellow will be entitled to use the 
title 'ITTE Research Fellow in <the topic>' and use the special ITTE logo. If team 
members are involved (who are not required to be ITTE members) they will be 

entitled to use the title 'ITTE Educational Researcher' and use the appropriate special 
ITTE logo. 

Project teams will be supported by a dedicated online collaboration workspace 

provided by Knowledge Hub. 
 

The final outcomes of the Fellowship to be completed within 18 months are expected 

to be: 

 a research review to be submitted for publication as an academic article in the 
Association’s journal Technology, Pedagogy and Education; 

 a summary of the findings of the review published as a MESHGuide and written 
in a form accessible to practitioners; 

 a presentation about the project at an ITTE annual conference in the year of 
completion. 

The outcome of the Phase 1 application round will be announced in October 
2015. 

https://knowledgehub.local.gov.uk/
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rtpe20/current#.VZRLMPnnu_Q
http://www.meshguides.org/

