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The reasons for my choice 
of research

• Statistics from Nesta. 

• Personal classroom experience. 

• Results of the 2012 Newly Qualified Teacher Survey.  

• Formal classroom observations of student teachers. 

• Selwyn’s 2008 critical analysis of the implementation 
of information technologies in the United Kingdom. 

• The desire to develop the quality and relevance of 
the students’ experience. 
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Review of the literature
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Review of the literature
Key themes emerging from the literature
• Why should ICT tools and resources be used to support teaching and 

learning?
– Meeting the Standards
– The inherent benefits of using ICT
– The use of technology in education
– The effect of technology on learning
– The impact of interactive whiteboards on teaching and learning
– Technology as an agent for transformation

• What factors influence the use of ICT tools and resources to support 
teaching and learning?
– Perceived or actual barriers to the use of technology
– Recognising the potential of technology
– Developing knowledge, skills and understanding
– Attitudes towards the use of technology
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Research questions

• How effectively do the trainee teachers use ICT 
tools and resources to support teaching and 
learning?

• What factors influence the student’s use of ICT 
tools and resources to support teaching and 
learning?

• What does the university do to reduce the 
students’ internal barriers to the use of ICT tools 
and resources to support teaching and learning?
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Methodology 

documents relating to the 
‘Teaching ICT’ module taken by 

undergraduates in year 2

formal lesson observation feedback 
given to 10% of undergraduate students 

throughout their programme
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The data

Self-administered questionnaires - completed by 66 
final year undergraduate students, 19 postgraduate 
students, 13 university link tutors and six school-based 
mentors.

Semi-structured interviews - carried out with three 
undergraduate students, two postgraduate students, 
two university link tutors and a school-based mentor. 

Documentary analysis - of the feedback from formal 
classroom observations and materials relating to the 
Teaching ICT module undertaken by undergraduates in 
year 2.
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What I found out
• Trainees tend to judge their use of technology to support teaching and 

learning as ‘good’ or better, although it was rarely used to enhance the 
children’s learning. 

• A number of link tutors and school-based mentors appeared unaware 
of what constitutes engaging, effective use of ICT tools and resources .

• School level barriers still have a significant impact on the trainees’ use 
of ICT tools and resources in the classroom. 

• There was little mention of teacher level barriers impacting on their 
use of new technologies .

• Trainees appreciated and benefitted from university-based 
experiences.

• Trainees received very limited formal feedback concerning their use of 
ICT tools and resources in the classroom.
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Conclusions 
In relation to university-based activity it is suggested that:

• Staff should seek early identification of ‘traditionalists’ and 
‘refusenicks’ 

• Offer additional opportunities to analyse innovative ways in 
which new technologies can be used to enhance learning.

• Explore the use of readily available ICT tools and resources to 
transform learning, while explicitly modelling justification of 
their use and value in a range of relevant contexts

• Exploit opportunities offered by the change in the national 
curriculum to review how learning is structured and the tools 
with which it may be achieved placing the emphasis on the 
production rather than consumption of digital resources.
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Conclusions 

In relation to school placements it is suggested that:

• Identify schools and individual teachers within the 
school partnership that exemplify best practice in 
the use of new technologies.

• Actively develop link tutors’ and mentors’ digital 
literacy and therefore their awareness of the 
potential of ICT tools and resources. 

• Ensure the students receive more detailed feedback 
concerning their use of ICT in the classroom to 
support learning as well as teaching.
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Looking to the future

Any questions, thoughts, observations?

I am especially interested in where you think my 
research might go next


