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Case Study 4 – Year 9 English Lesson at Nottingham Academy
Using Pirate Pad in an English lesson: Recognising and using key language features in a piece of persuasive writing.
Kate Buttler
BACKGROUND AND RATIONALE 
This case study focussed on a literacy module in Year 9 English lessons. A Graduate Teaching Programme (secondary) trainee teacher was partnered with an experienced English teacher who was keen to introduce new technologies into the classroom. This project took place at the Nottingham Academy.  The sponsor of the Nottingham Academy is the Greenwood Dale Foundation Trust. 
The academy is separated into three ‘schools’. There is a primary school for 3–11 year olds, the Greenwood secondary school for pupils aged 11-16 and the sixth form, and Ransom oad secondary school which is also for pupils aged 11-16. The Ransom Road School was formally known as Elliott Durham School. In 2007, Ofsted judged the Elliott Durham School to be satisfactory. The number of pupils attending the school was falling and the proportion of pupils achieving 5 GCSE passes A* to C was significantly below the national average. The former Greenwood Dale School was judged to be outstanding in 2009. There is an Executive Principal who has the overall responsibility for leading and managing the academy with each school having a head of school. The proportion of pupils known to be eligible for free school meals is just over double the national average. Around half the pupils are White British and half are from a number of different minority ethnic backgrounds with around 20% being Pakistani. Just over a quarter of the pupils speak English as an additional language. The proportion of disabled pupils and those with special educational needs is approximately 0%, which is well above average. Pupils from a number of local primary schools join the cademy in Year 7. Pupils, achievement means that the school meets the government’s current ‘floor standards’.

The class who took part in the project were a year 8 mixed gender literacy class. There were 22 pupils, 8 of whom were EAL learners. The pupils in the class were working at National Curriculum levels 2-4/5. The group had been especially created to cater for the needs of these pupils whose literacy levels were low and who were, therefore, unable to access the mainstrean English curriculum in the school. 
INFORMATION ON WHAT HAPPENED
Following two lead lessons in which the pupils were introduced to using key language features when writing persuasively, the focus lesson was designed to encourage the pupils to use the features in their own writing and be able, vis the software to check that they had included the features of writing persuasive language and had used them appropriately. The significance of the software is that it allowed the pupils to work collaboratively and in real-time to amend and improve their own and other's writing.
The pupils were reminded (they had had a brief introduction to the software in an earlier lesson) about how to access and use PiratePad. The teacher went through a starter activity which recapped the pupils' knowledge and understanding of how language features can be used to improve writing. The pupils quickly (fewer than 5 minutes) settled into the activity, to share ideas and to edit each others' work. Periodically, the class teacher and the trainee (GTP) teacher stopped the pupils to share good examples and successes. The trainee teacher and the class teacher devoted most of their time to supporting individual pupils.  Two of the pupils were supported by a Learning Support Assistant (LSA) who had considerable expertise with the software and was able to support and encourage the pupils to work collaboratively (the pupils were so well engaged with the activity that the LSA had the opportunity to guide and support the other pupils in the class).The plenary was particularly effective in allowing the pupils to see their work completed and to recognise the contribution they had made to the writing.
BENEFITS
IMPACT IN THE CLASSROOM 
Impact upon the pupils
The positive impacts were:
· Referring back to the successful plenary - this is highly significant in that it is often a feature of the writing of pupils with low literacy levels who’s work is often incomplete.  This can be frustrating to the learner and because recap and catching up has to be done at the start of the subsequent lesson, the pupils often report feeling dissatisfied with their work and are conscious that they seem to be working at a slow pace.
· The pupils' confidence was quickly apparent (particularly on the part of the EAL learners). This is because of the real-time nature of the writing when using this software.  The ability immediately to correct their work (to "see it looking good" as pupil A remarked) and the opportunity to collaborate in a quiet and unobtrusive manner ( a number of pupils commented on how they welcome the chance to work with a partner and others and that they had worked for the first time with some of their peers).
· The pupils had the additional support of the LSA at points in the lesson, this allowed them to ask questions and to have a speedy response in order that they could move on
· There was genuine discussion amongst the pupils about the appropriate featuers to use and how to incorporate them into the writing
· The atmosphere in the lesson was excellent. There was a sense of calm and of purpose. Two of the pupils commented on how this was "better than other lessons which have been too noisy and it is hard to hear the teacher and to concentrate".
· The learning in this lesson will allow the pupils to move confidently to the next stage of their work in subsequent lessons.

Impact on the trainee teacher
The trainee teacher has developed:
· a practical as well as a theoretical understanding of the impact upon learning that Web 2.0 technology can have in the classroom.
· a grasp of the different style of classroom management required in a lesson which uses this technology and the associated pedagogy.
· the opportunity to work closely with individual pupils and to support them
· the ability to guage immediately the level of the pupils' learning and understanding to be able to react appropriately (reflection in action).
· the opportunity to work closely with the class teacher and the LSA in planning and delivering the lesson.
In addition the trainee teacher used this lesson a lot in her Reflective Journal when considering how to use web 2.0 in her teaching and in particular when working with EAL pupils
Impact on the school and what next
· The class teacher is a very assured and confident teacher (she is consistently graded as "good with outstanding features" by the school's quality assurance observations). She will be presenting the work of this lesson to the English department with a view to disseminating the practice more widely (and, interestingly, to classes of pupils with very high levels of litearcy).
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Appendix A
Lesson Title:	Using Apostrophes
	Date of lesson
	9/5/12
	Lesson No
	1

	Lesson Duration
	50 minutes
	Year/Class
	9F5

	Total Pupils
	10
	Ability
	Foundation



	Aim of the lesson : how does this lesson fit into the school’s bigger picture, SOW and/or KS3/KS4/5 PoS or Specification?

	To revise the use of apostrophes using new web 2.0 technology.

	Lesson Learning Objectives 
Learners will develop their (skills/knowledge/understanding/creativity and thinking/awareness and values) by learning how ….

	1
	To know when to use apostrophes.

	2
	To confidently use apostrophes in my writing.

	3
	

	Extension if applicable
	

	Differentiated Learning Outcomes 
By the end of the session (all/most/some) of the learners will be able to know/understand/
demonstrate/explain/identify/etc.

	All will know when to use apostrophes.


	Most will confidently use apostrophes when writing.

	Some will contribute to class feedback.

	Project Focus Points and Evaluation of Effectiveness:

	Project Focus Point 1 (Web 2.0 Technology): The focus of this lesson will be to use the web 2.0 technology ‘pirate pad’ to improve the engagement of students in English.


How will you measure the impact of this focus point in the lesson (success criteria)?:  this will be measured through the  use of both success criteria and student evaluation forms.


	Project Focus Point 2 (Improve Literacy): This English lesson has a literacy focus on using apostrophes.  



How will you measure the impact of this focus point in the lesson (success criteria)?:  This will be measured via feedback relating to the success criteria.


	Project Focus Point 3 (Engagement) : Who are the disengaged students (please list below)? How do you know they are disengaged and how will the lesson cater for the engagement of these students?
Student A, Student B, Student C, Student D, Student E – all identified by the school as disengaged.  Two on School Action Plans.


How will you measure the impact of this focus point in the lesson (success criteria)?:
Success criteria and student evaluation forms.

	Differentiation strategy and working with other adults (e.g. teacher assistant (TA), mentor, technician)

	Teaching Assistant PB will work closely with Student B.
MB will assist with the ICT used in the lesson. 

	What consideration needs to be given prior to the lesson? (i.e. setting expectation rules on how to use the technology in lesson? How you will save the produced work for assessment? etc) 

	Students will be warned about the introduction of new technology.
Work can be accessed at a later date using the pirate pad link and printed by the teacher.



Session Sequence
	Time and duration
(mins)
	
Teacher’s activity
	Learner’s activity 

Please highlight the episodes in which the project focus points are being addressed?
	
	AfL strategies used in the lesson

	5 min
	Starter (& settler task if needed) task:
Ask students to open a web browser.

Key questions to ask:
	Log on to a computer and open a web browser.


	
	NA


	
	
	
	
	

	10 min
	Episode 1:
Introduce the day’s topic.
Type in the hyperlink to access the pirate pad.

Key questions to ask:
Do you find it easy to copy a hyperlink accurately?
	Type in hyper link to access pirate pad.
	
	Ability to type hyperlink.


	
	
	
	
	

	10 min
	Episode 2:
Ask students to type the first three sentences adding apostrophes using their existing knowledge.

Key questions to ask:
Have you used apostrophes before?
Where is the apostrophe on the keyboard?
	Type three sentences adding in apostrophes.
	
	Typing accuracy.


	
	
	
	
	

	5 min
	Episode 3/or Mini Plenary:
Go through the different uses of apostrophes.  

Key questions to ask:
When should we use apostrophes?
Is it easier to remember when to use them on the computer?
	Feedback.
	
	Feedback.



	
	
	
	
	

	10 min
	Episode 4:
Ask students to type the second set of three sentences now they have revised apostrophes.


Key questions to ask:
Is it easier this time?
	Type the second set of sentences adding apostrophes.
	
	Typing accuracy.


	
	
	
	
	

	10 min
	Plenary task:
Feedback success criteria.
Ask students to fill in the evaluation forms.
Go through each question.

Key questions:
Did you like using ICT in this way?
Do you think your literacy has improved from this lesson?
	Fill in evaluation forms.
	
	Feedback.



	
	
	
	
	



	Homework task:
Date Due:
	NA

	Duration of task:
	NA

	Links to learning:
	NA



	Records and Risk Assessment

	Records: NA


Risk assessment: E-safety, ensuring that students are using the software appropriately.
                          Students should be respecting the ICT equiptment.




Appendix A
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What is a Pirate Pad?

A pirate pad is a new internet technology 

that lets you all type at the same time 

and it comes up on the white board!

Getting started…

First of all you need to type into your web 
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Now you have access you can type 

in your name and choose a colour!

On your hand out there are three 

sentences in 

purple

.  

Type these sentences onto the pirate pad 

and add in apostrophes.
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1.I cant come to the party.

2. Its sunny today.

3. Ryans football boots.
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I can not come to the party.

I can’t come to the party.

Can not becomes can’t.

The apostrophe shows that there are 

letters missing.

Apostrophes can be used to show 

missing letters. 
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I can’t come to the party.



Can not becomes can’t.



The apostrophe shows that there are letters missing.



Apostrophes can be used to show missing letters. 







Apostrophes can be used to show
missing letters.

T can not came to the party.
I can't come 1o the party.
Cannot becomes cant.

The apostrophe shows that there are
lefters missing.
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Its and it’s

So many people get this wrong!!!

The apostrophe is only used to show ‘it is’. 

It’s sunny today.

It’s very kind of you to give me your last sweet.
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Apostrophes for possession.

Apostrophes are also used to show 

possession.

Mrs Clarke’s computer

– the computer 

belongs to Mrs Clarke and there is only 

one Mrs Clarke, so the apostrophe goes 

before the ‘s’ 
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On your hand out there are three 

sentences in 

red
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Type these sentences onto the pirate pad 

and add in apostrophes.
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apostrophes.

Onyour hand out there are three
senfences in red.

Type these sentences onto the pirate pad
andadd in apostrophes.
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1. I havent got any money.

2. I hate it when its raining.

3. They are Susans crayons.
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To know when to use 
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To confidently use 
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writing.

Success Criteria:
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Can you explain the 

different ways 

apostrophes are used?
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Have you included 

apostrophes correctly 

in your writing?
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Form! 



 Did you like using

The Pirate pad?












image1.emf
Wednesday 9

th

May

Learning Objectives:



To know when to use 

apostrophes.



To confidently use 

apostrophes in my 

writing.

Success Criteria:



Can you explain the 

different ways 

apostrophes are used?



Have you included 

apostrophes correctly 

in your writing?


Microsoft_PowerPoint_Slide1.sldx
Wednesday 9th May

Apostrophes

Learning Objectives:
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To confidently use apostrophes in my writing.







Success Criteria:



Can you explain the different ways apostrophes are used?

Have you included apostrophes correctly in your writing?
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