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About ITTE 
ITTE is an association of teacher educators who share an interest in improving learning through the application 
of digital technology in teaching and through the effective teaching of ICT as a subject.  Our concerns include: 
the pedagogical application of digital technology by all teachers; developing the teaching of computing and 
digital capability; and the effective use of digital technology in teacher education itself. 
 
We are an independent organisation with a membership drawn from Higher Education institutions, schools, 
colleges and supporting organisations.  Our services include an annual conference, an academic journal, a 
newsletter, a website containing a variety of tools and resources, induction for new tutors, and support for 
members’ research activities. Through these services, we encourage and support collaboration between 
organisations and individuals in developing good practice and carrying out research, and we support the 
dissemination of the results of these activities nationally and internationally through conferences, journals and 
books. We liaise with government bodies and other associations in order to promote ICT in teacher education 
– both pre-service and CPD – as a key element in the improvement of educational outcomes. 
 
ITTE is the leading UK professional association of teacher trainers and educators in schools, colleges and 
universities with an interest in improving learning through: 

• the embedded use of digital technology and the teaching of digital literacy 
• information technology, and  
• computer science. 

 
ITTE is a unique supportive community and has a continuing role in disseminating good quality research and 
sharing good practice, primarily through the annual conference, journal and website, and representing 
members’ views to policy makers. Through this community it supports individuals and institutions in 
responding to and implementing change in an informed way and gives them a voice in educational matters. 
 
We support members by 

• Promoting the application of digital technology by all teachers 
• Developing teachers’ ability to teach computing and digital capability 
• Encouraging the use of digital technology for educating teachers 
• Facilitating members’ research activities 

 
 
 

ITTE Honorary Members  

 

ITTE members are invited annually to nominate a person (or persons) who, in their 
view, has made a significant and sustained contribution to ITTE.  The ITTE 
committee considers the nominations, decides who should receive the award and 
puts their names to members for ratification at the AGM.  Normally a maximum 
of two honorary memberships may be awarded in any one year but, with 2010 
being the first year of the scheme, four were allowed in that year to enable 
members to reward more people who have made a significant contribution to 
ITTE since its inception in 1986. 

 

 



 
The MirandaNet Fellowship 
The MirandaNet Fellowship is a professional education community that was founded in 1992 by Professor 
Christina Preston. Originally it was formed as a response to the realisation that short one-day training 
sessions for teachers about using computers in schools and classrooms was not enough. Then the sudden 
advent of the World Wide Web and the more accessible use of the Internet offered the opportunity for 
educators to go beyond the constraints of the usual format for professional development to continue 
sharing policy and practice in the emerging field of computers in teaching and learning. 
 

Since 1992 the MirandaNet Fellowship has forged a unique approach to professional development for 
teachers. Working in partnership with school practitioners, academic researchers and funding agencies 
(governmental and non-governmental) and educational product developers (who can join the Fellowship 
as Associates) the MirandaNet Fellowship has developed an active, participatory and research-oriented 
CPD framework it has named: iCatalyst. 
 

In the iCatalyst framework product developers work together with researchers and practitioners in 
an action-research approach to evaluate the effectiveness and value of new ideas for classroom 
technologies and practices. In this relationship there is mutual engagement across the range of research 
and evaluation activity. Researchers, practitioners and developers often share or exchange roles to 
produce and report on evidence of value for policy making, strategic planning and above all on positive 
impact on pupil learning. 
 

Throughout the process iCatalyst brings mutual benefits to all participants. 
• For school-based practitioners iCatalyst can enhance the whole-school environment while enabling 

extended professional development in an authentic and relevant context. 
• For commercial partners iCatalyst can have a powerful effect on product development through 

evidence gathered in real situations. 
• Similarly funding agencies can be assured that iCatalyst enables a wide representation of stake-

holders in the evidence. 
 

iCatalyst projects are designed to be carried out in two forms: Sprint, a short one-term project usually 
tightly focussed (e.g. the practical value of in-ear coaching for NQTs) , and Insight, a longer project usually 
taking place over a school year and focussed on wider or deeper issues where more time is needed for 
effects to emerge (e.g. in the evaluation of effects on pupil achievement). 

MirandaNet’s geographical home is the Innovation Centre at De Montfort University where members of 
the MirandaNet Fellowship can continue to engage in MirandaNet research and development events. A 
particular approach is taken to these events which are called MirandaMods. In these events participants, 
both online and face to face, contribute to the production of an expert report about a set of topics. A 
recent example is the MirandaMod report on Digital Citizenship that included international members as 
contributors. A forthcoming event that will result in a similar report is Education Innovation through 
Practice-based Research. 

Today, the MirandaNet Fellowship numbers over 1,000 members in 80 countries from varied professional 
backgrounds in education and innovation across all phases of education. Many members and Associates 
publish on the website. For example, the Fellowship Awards, the Associates Menu and the Knowledge 
Hub Menu all include a range of examples of such contributions. 
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Welcome 
The wisdom of edtech professionals  
An unconference: Sharing what we know about educational technology 
 

  

Welcome to our conference and thank you for joining our community once more. In these times of rapidly 
evolving technology which challenges our thinking and demands more of the curriculum we provide to 
students, conferences like this, that promote discussion, are fundamental to ensuring a connected 
approach around digital education. The University of Winchester is proud to host this conference with 
delegates from around the world and across the sector coming together around the theme of educational 
technology. Both ITTE and MirandaNet have a rich heritage and professional experience spanning more 
than thirty years. Debates, discussions, presentations, papers and MirandaMods all enable our community 
to shape our thinking. Since 1992 MirandaNet Fellows have developed a form of unconference called a 
MirandaMod. This year, selected experts on three topics are invited to offer five minutes to share their 
insights.  
  
We invite you as participants to contribute and at the end the chair with the help of the ITTE committee 
will aim to summarise the key points. We will be using the evidence to produce a report on edtech policy 
and practice that we will forward to you as a delegate of the conference and distribute more widely. 
  
ITTE and MirandaNet have planned an exciting programme over the next two days for this 
32nd international annual conference at The University of Winchester. The aim is to initiate a vibrant 
debate resulting in a White Paper looking at edtech and Computing from a variety of professional 
perspectives including policy, professional development, teacher education, schools, colleges and 
research. 
  
Highlights of the conference include a keynote by Amelia Walker from OfSTED as well as two debates 
about the relationship between the edtech industry and education professionals and the best models for 
edtech CPD. We also have a CPD workshop for the edtech industry sharing ideas about how to market to 
academics and teachers. MirandaNet, in collaboration with The Chartered College of Teaching, will be 
running a workshop about effective online teaching and developing what we know about e-mentoring 
practices through the process of knowledge exchange. There will be opportunities as well for participants 
to offer presentations on their own work. 
  
The authors of Enhancing Learning and Teaching with Technology UCL Publishing (2017: edited by Rose 
Luckin  https://www.ucl-ioe-press.com/books/schools-and-schooling/enhancing-learning- and-teaching-
with-technology/ have been invited  to debate the issues in special What the Research Says opening 
session where the book is at a discount. At the end of the conference is a Czech MirandaNet celebration 
about the book that Bozena Mannova and Christina Preston are writing, Computing, Women and 
the Ecology of Education Futures.  
  
So I wish you a great conference with many opportunities to network and engage in the debate. The year 
ahead certainly looks exciting for ITTE and MirandaNet but we need your help to continue to grow as your 
professional association. 
  

 
Jon Audain 
Vice-Chair of the Association for IT in Teacher Education 
‘Raising aspirations for digital education’ Conference Chair 
@jonaudain 
vicechair@itte.org.uk  



Conference programme 

 



 

 
 



Supporters 
We would like to say a special mention to our conference supporters who have helped to make the event 

such a success. 

 
The Chartered College of Teaching  

 
SAM Learning 

 
IRIS Connect 

  
BrainPOP 

 
Outset 

  
Gaia 

 
Just2 Easy 

 

 
Routledge 

 
 
 

CONFERENCE PARTNERS



General Information 
Thank you for registering for the Raising Aspirations for Digital Education Conference.  Below you will find 
important information to assist you in travelling to the University of Winchester and during your stay. Along 
with these joining instructions you will have been sent an up-to-date conference programme as well as a 
campus map and a map of how to reach Winchester City Centre from the University. These maps can also 
be found at: www.winchester.ac.uk/contactusandmaps/Pages/contactusandmaps.aspx 
 

Directions to the University of Winchester 
Travelling by train: 
Winchester is approximately 50 minutes by train from London Waterloo and is easily accessible from 
anywhere in the UK via the rail network. Please be aware if you are travelling by train on the 31st August that 
this is a public holiday and therefore public transport will be running a reduced service.  We advise that you 
check the National Rail website before you travel: www.nationalrail.co.uk 
 
The King Alfred Campus is less than one mile (approximately a 15 minute walk) from Winchester railway 
station. Leave the railway station by the main exit (platform 2) and turn right into Station Road leading into 
Upper High Street. Turn right over the bridge and then into Clifton Terrace. Walk along Clifton Terrace until 
you reach the main road (Romsey Road). Cross the Romsey Road on foot and proceed along St James’ 
Terrace. Cross the road and turn right and take the path through the cemetery. The King Alfred Campus is 
on the other side of the cemetery. 
 
Travelling by National Express Coach: 
Main bus and coach routes stop at King Alfred’s Statue in central Winchester. The walk to King Alfred Campus 
takes approximately 20 minutes. On alighting proceed along Broadway and through the pedestrianised High 
Street. Turn left at Southgate Street. Cross St Clement Street and take the next right turn into St James’ Lane. 
Proceed up the hill and just after the railway bridge go through the gates of West Hill Cemetery and take 
footpath through the middle of the cemetery. The University is situated opposite the far gate of the 
cemetery. 
 
Travelling by car: 
We recommend that you travel to the University by public transport, as the availability of parking on campus 
cannot be guaranteed. If you do choose to travel by car, however, visitors should approach Winchester along 
the Romsey Road. If driving on the M3, come off at junction 11 and pass through Badger Farm Road and turn 
right at the second roundabout to proceed along Romsey Road. After passing West Downs on your left and 
the Royal Hampshire County Hospital on your right, turn right into St James’ Lane. After a sharp corner turn 
right into Sparkford Road. The King Alfred Campus is halfway down the hill on the right hand side. 
 
The University has over 400 parking spaces across its two campuses, however please be aware that parking 
is exceptionally busy over the summer and only available on a first come, first serve basis. Please note, valid 
permits must be displayed at all times. Permits will be available at check in for bedrooms and at the 
conference registration.  

Registration and Conference Location 
 
Thursday 
The Conference will be held on our King Alfred Quarter on Thursday 7th June in our St Alphege Building. The 
closest car park is our Main Car park located just off of Sparkford Road. Please arrive by 15:00pm for 
registration.  
 
 



Friday 
On Friday 8th June, the main conference will be held on our West Downs Quarter in the Business School. 
There is a small car park in front of the Business school which is located just off of Romsey Road. Please 
arrive by 09:00pm for registration.  

Accommodation details 
If you have chosen to stay in the on-site accommodation, your bedroom will be located on the West Downs 
Quarter. All bedrooms are single en-suite rooms in flats of up to 7 guests from your conference booking. 
Each flat has a shared kitchen you are welcome to use. Please note, whilst we provide tea and coffee making 
facilities, we do not provide other crockery (plates, cooking utensils, cutlery etc.). Please feel free to bring 
your own cooking utensils should you wish to use the kitchen facilities.  
 
Bed linen is provided along with a towel. The accommodation is relatively simple in nature, and therefore 
televisions, radios, alarm clocks, clothes hangers and hairdryers are not provided in the bedrooms, but 
hopefully you will find everything you need for a short stay. For delegates staying in university 
accommodation breakfast is provided and will be held in the West Downs Business School in West Downs 1.  
 
Wednesday Arrival 
On arrival to the West Downs Centre, guests need to head to the security office, which is located on the right 
hand side as entering the car park. Check-in is from 14.00hrs on day of arrival and check out is by 10.00hrs 
on day of departure. Our security team are on site 24hrs a day, however due to the nature of their role it 
could be that their office is not manned upon your arrival. If this is the case, please use the phone provided 
and security will come meet you as soon as possible. There is no time limit for checking in however, we do 
ask to be notified if guests are arriving very late at night or early hours of the morning.  
 
Please note, as you will be staying in a different room each night, you will need to check out of this room on 
Thursday 7th June by 10:00am. Luggage cannot be stored at West Downs and needs to be taken with you to 
the Conference on the King Alfred Campus on Thursday 7th June.  
 
Please also note, breakfast will not be provided but we are ideally located next to the County Arms pub and 
the hospital who both serve breakfast.  
 
Thursday Arrival 
Room keys will be available for collection from the Conference Organiser during the conference after 
14:00pm.  
 
Rooms must be vacated by 10:00hrs on the morning of departure, and keys returned to the key drop box 
which is located just outside the West Downs Site Steward Office in the Business School. Any un-returned 
keys will be charged at £25.00 each. 
 
 

Important numbers during your stay: 
Conference Organiser: 07977 343973 
Conference Office: 01962 827322 
Main Reception: 01962 841515 
Security Main Site: 01962 827666 
 
We look forward to welcoming you to the University of Winchester. 
 



 

Opening Conference Debate - Enhancing Learning and 

Teaching with Technology: Which innovations appear to 

work?  
 

Join our opening debate with edtech book authors and contributors from the first  ‘What the research says’ book, 
including ITTE and MirandaNet members. This debate is formed of a panel who will provide an introduction to the 
question outlined above exploring our knowledge surrounding edtech. The audience will then be invited to contribute 
and engage in an interactive way. The Enhancing Learning and Teaching with Technology books edited by Rose Luckin will 
be on sale with 20% discount Chaired by Dr Chris Shelton, University of Chichester. We welcome the following panellists 
to today’s conversation: 

 
Lawrence Williams  

(MirandaNet) 
 

 
Mirka Cernochova 

(MirandaNet) 

 
Jon Audain  

(University of Winchester) 

 
Professor Christina Preston 

(Mirandanet Founder & Chair of ITTE) 
Professor Sarah Younie 

(Journal Editor, Technology, 
Pedagogy & Education) 

 
Terry Freedman 

 (Freelance Writer & 
Consultant in Education 

Technology) 

  
John Galloway   

(Advisory Teacher) 

 
Douglas Butler  

(innovative software developer) 

  

DEBATE



 

  



Workshop overview 
 

9.35 - 10.35 WORKING SESSION 1: a selection of research/scholarly activity, practical digital technologies 
session, good practice short presentations’ 

 

Time 9.35 - 10.35 

Room Main Lecture room - West Downs 2 
Chair: Andy Connell 

West Downs 9 
Chair: Terry Freedman 

 Research or Practice Paper (12 minutes) 
Raising aspirations in technology in the 
Early Years 
Emma Goto 

Research or Practice Paper (12 minutes) 
Aligning the needs of teachers with the 
affordances of digital technologies: The 
APT methodology 
Dr Richard Osborne 

 Pecha Kucha (A 6 minutes and 40 second 
presentation) 
Rancière, the pedagogy of VR filming, 
and meeting aspirations 
Simon Poole 

Research or Practice Paper (12 minutes) 
Raising aspirations for digital education 
amongst school pupils and students: 
coding in the Czech Republic 
Bozena Mannova 

 Research or Practice Paper (12 minutes) 
Developing Computing pedagogy post-
2014: the opportunities and limitations 
of PCK for teachers in transition 
Elizabeth Hidson 

Research or Practice Paper (12 minutes) 
CyberSecurity Awareness 
Lynne Dagg 

 Research or Practice Paper (12 minutes) 
Unblocking the digital talent pipeline 
John Sibbald 
 

Research or Practice Paper (12 minutes) 
Why the ICT needs of Secondary 
Mathematics Teachers need careful 
evaluation 
Douglas Butler 

 
 

 



Workshop 1  - Abstracts 
Raising aspirations in technology in the Early Years - 
Emma Goto 

 
Research or Practice Paper 
Main Lecture room - West Downs 2 
Chair: Andy Connell 
Time 9.35 - 10.35 
 
This session will consider the following questions: 

1. How should young children learn about technology?  
2. What should we be doing to ensure firm foundations for Computing in Key Stage 

One and Beyond? 
 
Raising Aspirations in Technology in the Early Years 
Technology in Early Childhood is a contentious issue. Some see technology as potentially harmful to young 
children (House, 2012). Whereas, others stress the need for positive experiences with technology from a 
young age in order to prepare children to thrive within an increasingly technology driven society 
(Plowman, McPake & Stephen, 2012; Morgan & Siraj-Blatchford, 2013). In 2014, a new Computing 
curriculum became statutory for local authority maintained schools in England. This curriculum is taught 
from Key Stage One (from the age of five onwards). This paper explores best practice approaches to early 
childhood education;  calling for playful, imaginative and creative uses of technology that encourage 
collaboration and communication. In addition, the session will explore what should be done within Early 
Childhood practice to ensure firm foundations for the subject of computing in Key Stage One and beyond. 
 
 
 
 

 

Emma Goto is Senior Lecturer in Education (ITE). She completed a degree in psychology at the 
University of Dundee in 1995. After working briefly in marketing, she chose to move into the 
field of education. In 1996, after studying for a Certificate in Teaching English as a Foreign 
Language (CTEFLA), she moved to Japan and taught English in private language schools and 
public kindergartens. 
 
Upon returning to the United Kingdom in 2000, Emma completed her Post Graduate Certificate 
in Education (PGCE) in primary education at King Alfred’s College. After qualifying, she spent 
seven years teaching in an infant school, during which time she qualified as an Advanced Skills 
Teacher (AST). As an AST she spent seven years supporting schools in Hampshire with their 
development of ICT.  Although Emma had a real passion for ICT in primary education, she felt 
her own subject knowledge should be further developed. Therefore, she studied for an 
Undergraduate Diploma in computing through the University of Oxford, which she was 
awarded distinction in 2006. In 2009 Emma was seconded to a part-time role with Hampshire 
Local Authority as a learning platform consultant supporting the implementation of a learning 
platform in primary schools across Hampshire. In 2010 she moved to teach in a Hampshire 
primary school where she continued to support the practice of other teachers as an AST. 
Emma’s teaching experience in schools is predominantly in Key Stage One and the Early Years 
Foundation Stage. 
 
In 2011 Emma completed her MAEd dissertation focusing on the implementation of learning 
platforms in three infant schools. She has been lecturing at the University of Winchester since 
2013 and is currently undertaking a Professional Doctorate in Education (EdD) at the University 
of Winchester. Her research is in the area of computational thinking.  Emma lectures in Primary 
Education within Professional Studies, Early Years and ICT modules. 

 

PRESENTATIONS



 
Pecha Kucha 

Rancière, the pedagogy of VR filming, and meeting 
aspirations - Simon Poole 

 
Main Lecture room - West Downs 2 
Chair: Andy Connell 
Time 9.35 - 10.35 
 
This presentation is concerned with the digital skills needed by practitioners for the 
teaching of and with new technologies; specifically for the pedagogy of VR filming. Drawing 
upon experiences in the teaching of a dozen young people in the creation of three Virtual 
Reality (VR) films during a BFI project, this presentation explores whether traditional 
teaching paradigms hold an anachronistic existence within the digital world of technology. 
This is done by considering Rancière’s theoretical stance and whether it might be 
suggestive of a paradigm for the digital citizenship of young people which embraces the 
concept of meeting expectations instead of raising them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

I have lectured at a number of institutions on Music Practice and also Music Technology, as a 
discrete subject but also within the context of education; due in the main to my experiences 
within the Music industry as a singer, songwriter, producer and record label owner (soil 
records), and of course my 10 years as a Primary and Early Years teacher. In all, I have been 
song writing, singing, recording and releasing music for 17 years; I’ve now written a total of 7 
albums and as ‘a loose kite’ I’m still writing today. 

I lecture upon the Post Graduate and first degree programmes and also on the MA in Creativity. 
More recently  I have had a role in the implementation and provision of a TDA funded music 
module for generalist teachers as well as those with more musical expertise, working alongside 
CAMERATA (the Royal Northern College of Music). I and have worked with colleagues through 
a process of critical analyses of the revised ITT music provision for Palestine in the last year 

Amongst my other current duties, I deliver Mentor Training to Professional Mentors based in 
Primary Schools and have the responsibility of being a Cluster Lead and University Tutor in 
Partnership with a number of schools in the North West. I also project manage the male 
recruitment and retention for the undergraduate BA QTS programme.  After undertaking the 
role of year 1 leader upon the BAQTS programme, I now lead the Masters in Creative Practice 
in Education. 

 
 

PRESENTATIONS



 
Research or Practice Paper 

Developing Computing pedagogy post-2014: the 
opportunities and limitations of PCK for teachers in 
transition - Elizabeth Hidson  

 
Main Lecture room - West Downs 2 
Chair: Andy Connell 
Time 9.35 - 10.35 
 
In September 2014 the new National Curriculum programmes of study for Computing 
became mandatory in England, replacing Information and Communications Technology 
(ICT) as a school subject and introducing Computer Science into schools.  
 
The new curriculum posed a challenge for in-service ICT teachers without Computer 
Science subject knowledge: teachers urgently needed to develop both subject and 
pedagogical knowledge to make the transition from teaching ICT to teaching Computing. 
 
Using an extended version of Shulman’s pedagogical reasoning model, this paper uses an 
empirically-driven theoretical critique to examine the opportunities and limitations of PCK 
for understanding how a group of teachers making the transition to teaching Computing 
have been able to plan lessons aligning with the new programmes of study. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Elizabeth is a doctoral candidate in the School of Education. Her research is about teachers’ transitional 
knowledge and pedagogical practices following the 2014 ICT to Computing curriculum change in 
England. She used digital and video-based methods to capture and explore teachers’ planning processes. 
 
Elizabeth completed her MA in ICT in Education in 2004 at the University of London Institute of 
Education. She also has a PGCE with QTS in Information Technology from IOE, following on from her BA 
(Hons) in Information Technology and English. Her MA dissertation was a digital video project case study, 
supervised by Professor Andrew Burn at The London Knowledge Lab. 
 
Elizabeth taught for 14 years in London, progressing from subject specialism as an ICT Advanced Skills 
Teacher (AST) and SSAT Lead Practitioner to whole school leadership in assistant headteacher and 
deputy headteacher roles in three London schools. Major projects Elizabeth has worked on include 
Building Schools for the Future (BSF), academy conversion and the introduction of a new Sixth Form. She 
is an Associate Fellow of the Higher Education Academy (AFHEA), a Fellow of the College of Teachers 
(FCOT, MCollT), a Chartered London Teacher and a MirandaNet scholar. Elizabeth is a co-opted member 
of the ITTE committee: the Association for Information Technology in Teacher Education. 
 
Elizabeth was awarded the Gerald Collier Schoolteacher Scholarship in 2014 by the Gerald Collier 
Scholarship Committee at the College of St. Hild and St. Bede. Elizabeth is also a member of the PGR Staff 
Student Consultative Committee (SSCC) and the PGR Board of Studies representative. 

 

PRESENTATIONS



 
Research or Practice Paper  

Unblocking the digital talent pipeline - John Sibbald 
 

 
Main Lecture room - West Downs 2 
Chair: Andy Connell 
Time 9.35 - 10.35 
 

Greater Manchester Digital Talent Pipeline Programme 
The programme will build links between education, informal learning & industry delivering short, 
medium and long term solutions to the digital talent shortage.  The outcomes we need to see are; young 
people inspired to enter careers in digital/tech, teachers supported to deliver the computing curriculum 
in an interesting & industry relevant way and all young people building up their work readiness and the 
right digital, creative and broader business skills. 
 
The programme will operate at scale across GM working with schools & colleges across GM – we want 
an offer that is open to all but there will need to be some targeting to ensure we deliver the maximum 
social and economic impact possible.  It will make it easy for industry to get involved with education in a 
way that is strategic and relevant to their talent pipeline.  
 
Research - Extensive local and national research was gathered on the digital talent shortage included 
reports from the GM LEP, GMCA, Manchester Digital and HM Govnt Industrial Strategy. 
Research included key shortages in the local, digital sector from software development, data analysis 
through to cyber security and testing.  Future employer demand was also identified including AI, 
machine learning and IOT. 
 
Consultation 

• A small group of schools in Greater Manchester were engaged to understand their drivers and 
challenges around the delivery of the computing curriculum, careers and work placements and 
the support they would like to access.   
 

• A small group of digital/tech employers were engaged individually and as a group to understand 
what expertise they can offer to education & support requirements. 
 

• A group of GM organisations currently involved in promoting the digital agenda were also 
consulted to find out what is working well and at scale.  This group included Manchester Digital, 
HIVE Manchester, InnovateHer and Stepping into Business. 

 

 

John has nearly thirty years of experience teaching and leading in North Manchester secondary schools.  
Ten years were spent working at the North West Manchester City Learning Centre researching the 
effective use of new and emerging digital technologies and how these impact on teaching and learning.  In 
April 2010 he joined the team at Manchester Communication Academy in Harpurhey, leading on the 
development of the new Computing curriculum, 21st century digital skills, the ICT strategy and staff 
effectiveness and performance in the use of technology. 
 
Since the Spring of 2017 he has been working with the following partners: 
Tute Education Ltd – creating a set of virtual teacher standards, developing lesson review protocols and 
improving online teacher effectiveness. 
Creative Scene, North Kirklees – digital engagement strategy and the effective use of digital technologies 
in the artistic process. 
Greater Manchester Combined Authority – working with school, colleges, industry and other partners on 
developing a digital talent pipeline strategy. 
John is passionate about how we can harness technology to improve teacher effectiveness and student 
outcomes including the development of 21st century learning skills. 
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Research or Practice Paper 

Aligning the needs of teachers with the affordances 
of digital technologies: The APT methodology - Dr 
Richard Osborne  

 
West Downs 9 
Chair: Terry Freedman 
Time 9.35 - 10.35 
 
What digital skills teachers need and how to make full use of digital tools across the curriculum are not 
separate agendas - they are inextricably linked. The theory of affordance, or what objects in the world 
provide or furnish for us, suggests that the needs of individual educators directly drive which digital tools 
are most appropriate for their use in any single context.  
 
This session will report on an ongoing initiative, currently being trialled in schools, that has produced a 
series of tools and techniques to help educators discover which digital tools are most appropriate for their 
needs. By first discovering their own level of TPK, or Technological Pedagogical Knowledge, mapped 
against six dimensions of teaching and learning, teachers can plan not only for ways in which to develop 
their digital skills but also discover the most appropriate, or apt, digital tools to suit that development.  
 
Based on doctoral work at the University of Exeter, the underlying APT methodology will be described and 
presented, along with the TPK quiz, dimensions models of teaching practice and Tech Trumps which 
describe the affordance of digital apps. Attendees are encouraged to critique the approach, offer 
suggestions as to ways in which the APT methodology might be trialled further in schools, and discuss how 
this approach might raise aspirations for digital education. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Catalysed was founded in 2016, and is run and managed by Dr Richard Osborne whose doctoral 
research laid the foundations for the business. At the heart of the Catalysed approach is the APT 
methodology created by Dr Osborne, shorthand for the Alignment of Pedagogy and Technology. 
 
Catalysed is a not for profit limited company based in the South West of the UK. The company is fully 
insured for both public liability and professional indemnity. 
 
Dr Osborne has almost 30 years experience in commerce and education, working in fields as diverse 
as defence, management consultancy, the Internet and both secondary and higher education. He 
holds a doctorate in Educational Technology and a PGCE in Secondary Science from the University of 
Exeter, masters level qualification in User Experience from the Open University and a BSc in 
Psychology from University College London. He is a Professional Affiliate of the Chartered College of 
Teaching. 
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Research or Practice Paper 

Raising aspirations for digital education amongst 
school pupils and students: coding in the Czech 
Republic - Bozena Mannova  

West Downs 9 
Chair: Terry Freedman 
Time 9.35 - 10.35 
 
Raising  aspirations for digital education amongst school pupils and students: coding in the Czech Republic 
Dr Bozena Mannova, MirandaNet Council, chair of Czech Miranda, Czech Technical University in Prague. 
The Czech Miranda, an Anglo-Czech alliance, was set up in 1994 and MirandaNet members have been 
involved in a range of activities that illustrate how the learning journey from school pupil to university 
undergraduate has been greatly facilitated in Prague. 
 
In the Czech Republic coding has been taught since the 1990s. However, with the availability of advanced 
personal computers in the 1990’s the educational activities were oriented towards mastering software 
products like MS Word, Excel and other well-known applications as it did in the UK.  The teaching of coding 
lost its importance for a time as the educational focus moved to Computer Applications. 
 
In the last few years we have seen a renaissance of teaching programming on a large scale both for school 
pupils and for students. Besides what is teaching at school in frame of course Informatics, there are many 
activities in the Czech Republic where school pupils and students are attracted to programming. Much is 
done in schools in cooperation with Universities and CTU in Prague is strongly involved in it. 
 
Courses in coding for school pupils are taught also by university students with the support of universities. 
For example, there is a group of girl students at the Czech technical University in Prague (CTU) who teaches 
courses for children from elementary and secondary schools. The results are excellent and the project 
proves that this type of lessons can be implemented into standard teaching at schools. Activities, where 
school pupils are now exposed to basics of programming, are developing well. Several platforms which 
support teaching of programming for schools and students are used at CTU. The presentation will explain 
how the pupils respond to this program. 
 

 

Dr Bozena Mannova work with the MirandaNet Fellowship (www.mirandanet.ac.uk), an international 
professional organisation founded in 1992, and the associated charity, World Ecitizens(world ecitizens.net) 
has been influential. As the International Director of the Czech MirandaNet Chapter 
(www.mirandanet.ac.uk/internat/czech.htm) she has been very influential in the development of 
MirandaNet learning theory and practice as they relate to digital technologies and collaborative professional 
learning. Since she joined the Fellowship in the early 1990s with several of her Czech colleagues, there have 
been many fruitful Anglo-Czech collaborations. In the first days of partnership we investigated how different 
political systems impact on education systems publishing a book chapter about these perceptions called 
Collaboration through Technology Now and in the Future (Preston and Mannova 2000). 
 
In this first stage the Czech teachers were interested in ideas from Western Europe about democratic 
classroom pedagogy, topic learning and innovative computer applications designed to promote learning. 
However UK teachers were not offering computer science and the Czechs introduced to MirandaNet 
members some good practice in teaching programming. The outstanding work of these young 
Czech learners prompted the English teachers to question the UK Information and Communications 
curriculum that only focused on computer applications not the science underlying them. In later years the 
exchanges between the English and the Czechs has concentrated on teaching senior citizens, improving 
classroom practice, social networking between teachers and the design of Professional Development 
programmes. In recognition of their work in building learning communities of teachers Christina Preston and 
Bozena Mannova won the European Union of Women Humanitarian prize in 1998. With her great flair for 
organisation and management of colleagues, Bozena has directed two European projects in which 
MirandaNet Fellows have been partners. The Tempus project focused on school exchanges and the SENNET 
activity concentrated on teaching senior citizens about information technology. 
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Research or Practice Paper 

CyberSecurity Awareness - Lynne Dagg 

 
West Downs 9 
Chair: Terry Freedman 
Time 9.35 - 10.35 
 
Cybersecuring the future 
Authors:  Lynne Dagg, Sheila Garfield and Steven Haswell, University of Sunderland 
 
Computer Science Teachers work within a time of profound technological change which impacts on the 
curriculum they are asked to deliver.  One such area is CyberSecurity. The aim of this research was to 
consider how aware students and teachers are about the topic of CyberSecurity and to gain an insight into 
where teachers felt they required training and where pupils would benefit from greater understanding. 
 
This was a small scale study which was conducted using two online surveys.  The first survey was aimed at 
University students of Computing including some who were undertaking Teacher Training Programs.  The 
second was directly aimed at teachers.  The first questions were similar between the two surveys although 
additional questions were asked to teachers relating to their teaching, their learning and the learning of 
their students. 
 
Although the response size was small there were a number of interesting findings particularly relating to 
their practices of utilising security measures in their own contexts.   
 
The study is important because it allows future consideration about two areas.  Firstly the question why 
those who are generally more informed than the general public would not always comply with good 
practice when dealing with matters relating to passwords and digital footprint outside the educational 
context.  Secondly the study provides an insight into where teachers may require additional training 
relating to CyberSecurity and methods through which this may be effected. 
 

 

I qualified as a teacher around 30 years ago and worked as a teacher/lecturer in both schools and colleges 
before coming to the University in 2003.  My interest in computing began when I was at school but 
opportunities to utilise that interest were restricted. I used some of the first IBM PCs in the UK during my 
degree as well as the Mainframe computers which were then the norm. While working in colleges, I delivered 
modules in computing to degree level. My interests in computing are diverse and this is useful within my job 
role as teachers can be asked to deliver a wide range of content to children in school. 
 
At the University I have been involved in delivering Teacher Training courses in Computing/ICT for the past 
14 years. My role leads me to teach modules on other programmes and to supervise some dissertation 
students. 
 
Teaching and supervision 
I am Programme Leader for PGCE Computer Science with Qualified Teacher Status. Trainee teachers who 
undertake the programme spend a large number of days in school and I work with them both within the 
school and within the University setting. 
 
My work with the trainees within the University setting leads me to consider pedagogical issues relating to 
the teaching of computing including the particular need to consider Health and Safety issues within 
computing classrooms. I also work with them to develop their subject knowledge in computer science. 
 
Research interests for potential research students 

• Computer science education within secondary education 
• Policymaking within education 
• Governance 
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Research or Practice Paper 

Why the ICT needs of Secondary Mathematics 

Teachers need careful evaluation - Douglas Butler 
 

West Downs 9 
Chair: Terry Freedman 
Time 9.35 - 10.35 
 
Mathematics teachers today face a kaleidoscope of software and hardware options that is sadly leading 
the majority to use none of it. Furthermore serious lack of training and the complicated use of some open-
source titles are leading a whole generation of students to miss out on the educational benefits of digital 
resources in their Mathematics. Mathematics teachers use ICT more intensely than other subjects, so it is 
vital that any school-wide solution takes this into account – in particular it is quite common, and far from 
ideal, to force a mathematics department to use only tablets. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

After 30 years of teaching secondary mathematics Douglas now concentrates on helping teachers 
make the most of technology through the popular TSM workshops, both here in the UK and abroad.  
www.tsm-resources.com 
 
His other preoccupation is managing the development team for Autograph mathematics software, 
and supporting the thousands of users around the world. An exciting new version 4 was launched in 
February 2018. www.autograph-maths.com 
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Debate - What are the best models for edtech 

teacher training and professional development? 

Valuable research, effective programmes and 

successful practices? 

 

 
Join a lively debate with a panel of speakers who will be debating  the best ways to support EdTech Teacher Training and 
CPD. This debate is formed of a panel who will provide an introduction to the question outlined and then audience will 
then be invited to contribute and engage in an interactive way. Chaired by Professor Sarah Younie, Journal Editor, 
Technology, Pedagogy & Education. We welcome the following panellists to today’s conversation: 
 

 
Helen Caldwell 

University of Northampton 

 
Donna Vaughan 

NAACE 

 
Joe Basketts 

GAIA TECHNOLOGIES 

 
Professor Christina Preston 

(Mirandanet Founder & Chair of 
ITTE) 

 
Neil Brading 

Outset 

 
Dai Thomas 

Warden Park Secondary Academy 

 
Graham Newell 

IRIS Connect 

 
John Sibbald 

Manchester Communication Academy 

 

DEBATE



  

 



Keynote 

Keynote Presentation – Amelia Walker 

‘What does our research tell us about the curriculum 

in schools?’ 

 
 
‘What does our research tell us about the curriculum in schools?’ 
  
Over the past year we have conducted extensive research on the curriculum in primary schools. These 
findings will inform how Ofsted inspects from 2019 onwards. 
  
Here is a summary: Last year we published a commentary from HMCI on our findings from our research 
on the curriculum in primary and secondary schools. We have continued to investigate this topic this year, 
and this is feeding into Ofsted’s thinking about how we will inspect from 2019 onwards. In this session I 
will reflect on our findings to date and give an insight into the areas of focus that are driving our current 
approach. One of the issues we are interested in is how inspections can assess performance in different 
subject areas, while preserving the important principle that Ofsted does not have a preferred curriculum. 
 
 

 
 
Amelia is Deputy Director with responsibility for Ofsted’s research and evaluation programme. This 
includes oversight of Amanda Spielman’s new multi-year research programme into the curriculum across 
all phases of education. Previously in Ofsted she was responsible for the Chief Inspector’s Annual Reports 
and published eight of these across schools, early years, children’s social care and further education and 
skills under Sir Michael Wilshaw. Before joining Ofsted she led research on services for older people, 
localising justice and housing for the LGiU, a local government thinktank. She has previously had strategy 
and policy roles in local government and the civil service. 
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Workshop 2 - Overview 
 

13.45 - 14.45 WORKING SESSION 2: a selection of research/scholarly activity, practical digital 
technologies session, good practice short presentations’ 

 

Time 13.45 - 14.45 

Room Main Lecture room - West Downs 2 
Chair: Emma Goto 

West Downs 9 
Chair: Christina Preston 

 Research or Practice Paper (12 minutes) 
Developing creative computer coding 
resources on the World Ecitizens web 
site 
Lawrence Williams 
Beth Mead 

MirandaMod Knowledge Exchange (60 minutes) 
Chartered College of Teaching workshop  
What makes effective online learning for 
teachers? 
Hannah Tyreman and teacher representatives 
from the ‘Teacher Online Learning Development 
Group’ 
 
How is peer learning interpreted in small 
groups? Online collaborative short story 
writing activity among Turkish EFL 
learners 
Hasan Selcuk 
 
Research or Practice Paper (12 minutes) 
Mentoring in virtual spaces 
Alison Hramiak and Christina Preston 

 Research or Practice Paper (12 minutes) 
Forthcoming Curricular Changes within 
the Governmental Strategy of Digital 
Education in the Czech Republic 
Miroslava Cernochova 

 Research or Practice Paper (12 minutes) 
Professional Development and Self-
Review 
Simon Shaw 

 Research or Practice Paper (12 minutes) 
Mobile Learning and Contested Digital 
Spaces - ITTE Fellowship 
David Longman and Professor Sarah Younie 

 
 



Research or Practice Paper 

Developing creative computer coding resources on 
the World Ecitizens web site - Lawrence Williams 
and Beth Mead  

 
Main Lecture room - West Downs 2 
Chair: Emma Goto 
Time 13.45 - 14.45 
 
This paper builds on the success of an earlier cross-agency Healthy Eating project (using PowerPoint, 
published by NFER, and on-line by MirandaNet in 2007), which was devised with the practical support of 
National Health Service nutritional experts (NHS).  The aim of this continuing project is to develop Further 
Education (FE) students’ awareness of healthy eating needs, in tandem with the new UK curriculum 
imperative of developing computer coding skills, now called Computing.   
 
As part of their Life Skills course, Lambeth College FE students with learning difficulties and disabilities 
(LLDD) followed the NHS healthy recipes in their cookery lessons, played related Scratch 2.0 games devised 
specifically for them by a Year 6 student, aged 10-11, and successfully coded their own versions of a 
spaghetti recipe, using Scratch 2.0, designed for future use by Lambeth cookery students, on the 
Interactive White Board in the College kitchen.  As part of the project, the FE students also successfully 
developed their spoken and recording skills using a sound-into-text application. 
 
The project explored the possible advantages and applications of some of this material for use in the work 
of Occupational Therapists in Kingston and Richmond, London, which we hope will be further developed 
using the planned HTML5 version of Scratch, from August 2018. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lawrence Williams, a graduate in English Language and Literature; in 
Education; and in Philosophy, is an experienced classroom practitioner, 
who has also taught Literacy, ICT, and Computing, on initial teacher 
training and MA courses at Brunel University London, the UCL Institute of 
Education, King’s College London, and at a number of other universities in 
England, and abroad. He is a Senior MirandaNet Fellow and World Peace 
Ambassador, and has represented the United Kingdom at international ICT 
conferences for the DfES and Becta. 
 
His interests are in literacy, creative uses of ICT/Computing, cross-curricular 
teaching and learning, and in international collaborations, on which he has 
written and published widely. He has received many national and 
international awards for his classroom practice, including a 1998 Japan 
Festival Award for “Kabuki Gift”, a bi-lingual international Drama through 
video-conferencing; a 1999 National Teaching Award in ICT; Rolls-Royce 
Science Awards in 2007 and 2008 for Science Through Arts, an on-line 
collaboration with NASA scientists in Cleveland, Ohio; and the 2012 Naace 
ICT Impact Award: Lifelong Achievement. His most recent book, 
“Introducing Computing: a guide for teachers” Routledge 2015, outlines his 
“Literacy from Scratch” story-telling-with-computing project. 
 
He is currently collaborating with Lambeth College, in south London, to 
develop teaching materials in computing for FE students with learning 
difficulties and disabilities, work that was presented most recently at ITTE 
in London 2016, and at IFIP WCCE in Dublin, 2017. 
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Research or Practice Paper 

Forthcoming Curricular Changes within the 
Governmental Strategy of Digital Education in the 
Czech Republic - Miroslava Cernochova  

Main Lecture room - West Downs 2 
Chair: Emma Goto 
Time 13.45 - 14.45 
 
The Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport of the Czech Republic is currently preparing a new curriculum 
document, Framework Educational Programme, with two major changes, which are (1) pupil’s digital 
literacy development, and (2) implementation of a new compulsory subject of Informatics instead of ICT. 
All these changes are relatively radical and should be put into practice by 2021. 
 

Since October 2017, in a frame of the three-years project «PRIM» (www.imysleni.cz), nine Czech faculties 
of education have been working closely together to develop and validate teaching materials, guidelines 
for teaching a new subject of Informatics and for validating these at several selected schools (starting with 
pre-school centres ending with secondary schools). At the same time, courses and subjects for teachers 
of kindergartens, primary and secondary schools are being prepared to be ready for the planned curricular 
changes. All nine faculties of education must innovate study programmes for student teachers of all 
subjects including ICT and Computer Science. Moreover, since January 2018, all nine faculties have been 
collaborating on another three-year project «Support for the development of digital literacy» 
(http://pages.pedf.cuni.cz/digitalni-gramotnost/). Both projects are important not only for the 
implementation of the Government's Strategy of Digital Education (MoEYS, 2014), but also for teacher 
educators, educational technologists, computer or IT specialists from faculties of education in the Czech 
Republic who collaborate together for the first time after 1989.  
 

Regarding the forthcoming curricular changes, not only educational activities and curriculum changes have 
a great importance but also research on how pupils of different ages acquire basic informatics concepts. 
This paper will present the findings of a case study focused on how primary school pupils aged 9-12 
acquire, use and understand some programming conditional statements (IF-THEN, IF-THEN-ELSE; REPEAT/ 
REPEAT-UNTIL). 
 

Resources 
MoEYS (2014) Strategie digitálního vzdělávání do roku 2020. Available at: http://www.msmt.cz/uploads/DigiStrategie.pdf. 
 

 

Miroslava Černochová graduated from the Faculty of Mathematics and Physics at Charles University 
in Prague in 1982. From 1982-84, she was a PhD. student in the Department of Physics Education at 
Charles University, Faculty of Mathematics and Physics. Since 1985, she has been working in the 
Department of Information Technology and Technical Education at the Faculty of Education at Charles 
University in Prague. Her PhD. thesis (1989) was dedicated to didactical questions on how to 
implement the basis of quantum theory when teaching about solid materials in the secondary school 
curriculum. Her inaugural dissertation (2003), “e-Instruction: instruction supported by ICT, “focused 
on key pedagogical aspects of ICT applications and on virtual learning environments in the teaching 
profession. 
 
At the Faculty of Education Dr. Černochová leads a Masters’ Degree study programme, “Teaching of 
subjects for primary and secondary education – technical and informatics education”. She has 
responsibility for the curricular design and teaching of a set of compulsory courses focused on 
Pedagogy of Information Literacy and Informatics Education, ICT in education, e-Learning, Open 
educational systems and digital resources suitable for (online) education as a part of the Masters 
Degree Study Programme for student teachers of ICT, Informatics and Technical Education of primary 
and secondary schools (pupils aged 11 to 19). Since 2017 she is an external examiner of the board of 
experts for projects focused on the implementation of the Czech Government’s Strategy for Digital 
Education managed by the Ministry of Education. As Vice-Dean (for Foreign Relations) since 2007, Dr 
Černochová has been a member of the faculty management team and a member of the scientific 
(research) committee at the Faculty of Education, Charles University in Prague. 
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Research or Practice Paper 

Professional Development and Self-Review - Simon 
Shaw 

 
Main Lecture room - West Downs 2 
Chair: Emma Goto 
Time 13.45 - 14.45 
 
Whatever models of professional development a school uses they need to ensure that the investment of 
money, resources and staff time is having the desired impact on teaching and learning. The Self-Review 
Framework (SRF), originally created by Becta and other government agencies and then adopted and 
maintained by Naace, has always had Professional Development as one of the fundamental elements of 
developing the effective use of Education Technology within schools. Naace are currently leading the 
revision of the SRF to ensure that the support that it provides to schools is up-to-date and relevant to what 
is now a very different world in terms of the technologies as well as school governance and support. 
 
Naace believe that there is a greater need now than ever before for schools to systematically review the 
role of Education Technology. Access to devices and applications has become ubiquitous and, for better 
or for worse, has the potential to have an impact on all aspects of teaching, learning and management of 
schools. International evidence demonstrates that where technology is used without careful consideration 
and review then this can have a negative impact on standards. However, the extensive evidence presented 
by the Education Endowment Foundation shows that the use of digital technology can lead to significant 
improvements and gains in standards. 
 
Whether schools are looking to raise standards or preparing themselves in readiness for taking on new 
technologies, the Naace SRF provides a familiar framework to schools that supports them in self-reviewing 
their use of education technology, identifying their own development priorities and professional 
development needs. This presentation is an opportunity to discuss the different Elements that make up 
the self-review framework and, in particular, to consider the Professional Development Element and 
contribute to the guidance, suggested evidence and suggested action planning that accompanies each 
Aspect. 
 

 

Simon Shaw is founder and director of Edable, an independent educational technology 
consulting company. Simon considers himself to be firstly a teacher and educator being a 
former subject leader for Physics and ICT Coordinator who has also taught science, 
mathematics, technology, music and outdoor activities. 
As well as developing the use of ICT and data in schools Simon also has a long track record of 
technical and business roles working within the wider public sector and with commercial 
organisations. Working for Capita as a business development manager he looked after the 
development of businesses integrating with SIMS and also developed Capita’s NGfL Managed 
Services. As a senior manager at Becta – the former government educational technology 
agency – Simon led the development of the ICT Mark and he still acts as lead for this 
accreditation on behalf of Naace. He also led significant national pieces of work such as the 
£34 million ICT Test Bed project and Parental Engagement programmes including the hosting 
of regional and national conferences and seminars. 
More recently Simon has been involved in the setting up of Hwb – the all Wales VLE, the 
development of Naace’s 3rdMillennium Learning Awards and the creation of LIFE 2014 – a 
procurement framework to meet the educational ICT infrastructure needs of schools across 
London. 
Through Edable Simon continues to support suppliers, schools and local authorities in 
defining educational ICT requirements, procuring technical solutions and delivering value for 
money services. 
Simon’s mission is to ensure that in 1 years time schools are making the best use of 
technology to support the learning of his now 3 year old daughter. 
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Research or Practice Paper  

Mobile Learning and Contested Digital Spaces - ITTE 
Fellowship - David Longman and Professor Sarah 
Younie  

 
Main Lecture room - West Downs 2 
Chair: Emma Goto 
Time 13.45 - 14.45 
 
This paper is a critical response to ideas about learning and education using mobile digital devices as a 
platform. In the context of a turbulent digital landscape and, in the UK, an increasingly fragile policy 
framework for publicly funded education, the role of digital technologies in curriculum development and 
practice must be subjected to a searching critique. This paper explores the risks associated with an over-
optimistic, technophiliac version of the potential of personalised learning by digital means and in particular 
the risks posed to both learners and teachers by the 'panoptic sorting'(*) of pedagogical activity. 
 
(*) Gandy, O (1993). The Panoptic Sort: A Political Economy Of Personal Information. Routledge 
 

 

David is a retired academic. Following several years as a primary school teacher he moved into 
teacher training where he spent 30 years as a subject leader responsible for ICT (as it was!). He 
worked first at Sussex University and then at the University of South Wales. 
 
David worked with many different groups of students and courses over the years including 
undergraduate and postgraduate teacher training (primary and secondary), MA courses and he 
has been a second supervisor for PhD students. In all these contexts David have developed 
programmes, modules, schemes of work and assessment frameworks to meet a range of needs 
and levels of education for students in ICT and computing. He also designed and delivered an 
online PGCertHE for new higher education tutors to gain membership of the Higher Education 
Academy. Although retired, he continues to participate in debates, events and organisations that 
are relevant to the development of useful learning technologies.David was made an honorary 
fellow of ITTE in 2016. 
 

 

Sarah Younie is Professor of Education Innovation, MA Programme Leader and Principal Lecturer 
in Education Studies. She teaches on the MA and BA programmes and supervises research 
students in educational technology, innovation, pedagogy, professional development and 
management of change. 
Dr Sarah Younie graduated with a first class degree from the University of Warwick, and then 
studied for a PGCE in Humanities and English at University of Leicester; then, whilst working as 
qualified teacher in schools she completed a Certificate of Further Professional Study in Education 
at the University of Cambridge. Sarah was awarded an ESRC scholarship to study for her Masters 
in Sociology of Contemporary Culture at the University of York, and has since completed a PhD in 
Education and Technology. She taught in a number of secondary schools and since then she has 
taught on BA, PGCE and MA courses where her teaching and research focuses on change in 
education, in particular technology and the opportunities it affords for innovation in practice. She 
has been an external examiner for MA and doctoral programmes. 
During her role as U.K Chair of ITTE (Information Technology in Teacher Education), Sarah has 
liaised with government agencies and has conducted national research for government, and 
submitted evidence for the ‘Parliamentary Select Committee Inquiry into Education’ in 2009. 
Sarah has implemented international research projects. She was the co-investigator for the EU 
funded ‘Learning School’ project, part of European Schoolnet Multimedia project, supported by 23 
Ministries of Education; the ‘Web@Classroom’ project, awarded ‘ICT Best Practice in European 
Education’ in recognition of innovation. Other international projects have included the EU 
funded ‘European Knowledge Center' project, developing the teacher-researcher interface. 
Previous national research includes the ‘Use of Learning Platforms in HEIs and Schools’; BBC News 
School Report for ITE; SOURCE project (Software Use, Reuse and Customisation in Education) TLTP 
funded with The Open University. Sarah has delivered research papers at international 
conferences and published journal articles, book chapters and books on technology and education. 
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What do we know about e-mentoring so far?  

 
 

West Downs 9 
Chair: Christina Preston 
Time 13.45 - 14.45  
 
Drawing guidance from current research and practice to develop CPD 
programmes - Julia Flutter and Hannah Tyreman (The Chartered College of 
Teachers) with ITTE/MirandaNet Fellows, Alison Hramiak, Christina Preston, 
Helen Caldwell, Duska Rosenberg. 
 

 

Recently, we've seen a welcome increase in the focus on what makes professional learning for teachers 
effective. In the face of workload, recruitment and retention concerns across the sector, attention is being 
paid to how CPD can help, rather than hinder each of these challenges. If teachers are to spend time on 
their CPD then it must be worthwhile; resulting in a greater level of impact on students’ learning. 
The release of the 'Standard for Teachers' Professional Development' by the Department for Education in 
July 2016 was a significant move in the direction of more relevant and meaningful CPD for teachers. 
 
Whilst there is now an increasing evidence base and sharing of practice related to what makes effective 
face-to-face CPD for teachers, The CCoT is interested in what makes effective online learning for 
teachers.To date mentoring online is a skill that is largely acquired without any formalised training. In 
addition, the design of many of the online packages does not allow more than a simplistic pedagogical 
approach, mostly information transmission.  
 
In this context, Alison Hramiak and Christina Preston, ITTE/MirandaNet will explain how they have been 
investigating the perceptions of the role of the ementor and the main issues and challenges surrounding 
this role for them and their institution. The theoretical models that have been developed in MirandaNet 
Fellowship practice since 1994  have been used as a lens through which to focus on what the mentoring 
role is thought to be both in courses and in communities of practice. In this workshop they will share their 
thematic analysis of the data captured through questionnaires ask their co-researchers to share the 
evidence they have provided through  in-depth interviews. 
 
Secondly Julia Flutter and Hannah Tyreman will chair a conversation in which the participants will share 
their thoughts on - 

• How online learning can be made effective for teachers; enabling practice, building in feedback, 
addressing misconceptions, and encouraging engagement beyond the life of the online learning.  
 

• How a set of units related to the engagement and use of research for teachers can be designed to 
simultaneously develop knowledge, skills and habits. 

 
The outcome is intended to be some practical advice for mentors based on the relationship between 
theoretical models and practitioners’ experience. 
 

WORKSHOPS



 

Julia Flutter RESEARCH PARTNERSHIPS AND NETWORKS MANAGER 
Julia has worked in education research for over 20 years as a Research Associate at the 
Faculty of Education, University of Cambridge, where she has been focusing on 
collaborative approaches for improving classroom teaching. She is a director of the 
Cambridge Primary Review Trust, a not-for-profit organisation promoting excellence in 
primary education, and is an Associate Editor for the internationally-respected 
Cambridge Journal of Education. 

 

Hannah Tyreman is an Online Learning Specialist for the Chartered College of Teaching.  

 

Alison Hramiak is a Senior Lecturer in Education at Sheffield Hallam University, working 
primarily as the Post 16 PGCE Course Leader. She is a science and computer science 
specialist subject tutor, and teaches on the Masters and Doctoral Courses at Sheffield 
Hallam. 
 
Her research interests include, cultural adaptations and impact  in beginning teachers, 
assessment and feedback, the history of education, research methods and she has also 
researched into pedagogy and ICT - particularly Web 2.0 Technologies, and Digital 
Literacy. Alison has published books and papers on these topics, nationally and 
internationally, and regularly present her work at national and international 
conferences. She has co-written and edited a number of books on education and is a 
Fellow of the HEA. 

 

Dr Christina Preston has been at the forefront of edtech for over 25 years. Current 
chair of ITTE and Associate Professor of Education at De Montfort University, Christina 
has won 5 international awards for her contribution to education innovation in 
research and in practice based professional development programmes. In 1992 she 
founded the MirandaNet Fellowship, the first international e-community of practice, to 
provide educators with opportunities to share knowledge and experience about 
innovation in teaching and learning. MirandaNet Fellows work with associate 
companies and teachers on research projects that involve teachers in managing 
change. (http://bit.ly/2aMfoLo) 
 

 

Helen Caldwell is a Senior Lecturer in the Teacher Education Division at the University 
of Northampton, where she is curriculum lead for Primary Computing and programme 
lead for the PostGraduate Certificate in Primary Computing. Her teaching covers the 
use of technology across primary subjects, implementing the computing curriculum 
and assistive technologies for SEND. She offers CPD for teachers and Initial Teacher 
Training across these areas. Her PhD research focuses on the transfer of innovative 
pedagogies in technology education within professional learning communities. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

How is peer learning interpreted in small groups? 
Online collaborative short story writing activity 
among Turkish EFL learners - Hasan Selcuk  

West Downs 9 
Chair: Christina Preston 
Time 13.45 - 14.45 
 
This paper is about a qualitative investigation into student perceptions of peer learning during a 
collaborative short story writing activity among Turkish high school EFL learners. Two groups of three 
students, 16-year-old EFL learners at A2 level English proficiency (CEFR), undertook an online 
collaborative English short story writing exercise over seven weeks using Facebook. I collected data 
from focus group discussions, online one-to-one chats and online discussion threads from both 
groups. Although this research was small-scale, I obtained valuable insights into peer learning that 
emerged throughout the writing exercise.  
 
The findings revealed that according to participants’ recounting, most of the participants learned from 
each other through some web and mobile tools. For example, participants who reported that they 
were not confident with their English knowledge used Google Translate in the prewriting stage and 
the participants, who were more competent in English corrected the linguistic errors of the Google 
translated text and helped their peers improve their writings. Participants shared and showed how to 
use the grammar and spell check websites or mobile applications with their peers. Participants shared 
the websites about grammatical information with peers and explained them how to make better 
sentences in English, participants shared online dictionaries with their peers and explained how to 
use the correct words in their writing. The online opportunity, crucially, gave participants 
independence and ownership of their own learning such that they now have the ability to move it 
forward in their own way in their own time and autonomously. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hasan Selcuk earned his Ph.D. in Education from King's College 
London (UK) in March 2017.His Ph.D thesis was supervised by Dr. 
Jane Jones and Dr. Mary Webb. He currently works as a researcher 
at the Department of Education in Charles University Prague 
(Czech Republic). Hasan currently works in a research project 
about the application of the anchoring vignette method in 
educational research under the supervision of Dr. Hana Voňková. 
Hasan specalised in EFL writing, spesifically, on online-based 
collaborative writing. His most recent publication is 'Peer Affective 
Factors in Peer Collaboration: Facebook-based Collaborative 
Writing Activity among Turkish High School EFL Learners.' 
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